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Easter Monday in Milton Keynes 


Onward 


Christian 


Pilgrims! 



In between Easter Monday showers pilgrims from across the 
Diocese gathered in a park in Milton Keynes to walk to the 
Church of Christ the Cornerstone to celebrate the Resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ. In his address, the Bishop told of a village 
in the former Soviet Union whose “persistent religious belief’ 
had worried the Communist authorities. Speakers were sent to 
harangue the villagers in the main square about the value of 
scientific atheism. When they had finished the village priest 
rose to his feet and quietly said “ Christ is Risen” and as one the 
crowd replied “ He is risen indeed”. “On that proclamation of 
faith the,Church was founded. On that proclamation of faith 
we meet here today,” the Bishop said. You will find more of 
Frank Blackwell’s pictures inside The DOOR (page 2). Other 
features include a look back on John Robinson ’sHonest to God 
(page 10), a stroll through some green churchyards (page 11) 
and more about our link Diocese in South Africa (page 6). 
Photo above : The Bishop of Oxford (left) with the Revd Michael 
Burns , the Cornerstone's Chaplain for Younger People. 



A unique shop, to excite the senses: 

Rugs, quilts, cushions, containers, lighting 





And more. 

Craft made; skilfully designed; affordable. 


OXFORD: King Edward St 

(BETWEEN HIGH ST & ORIEL SQ) 
WOODSTOCK: On the A44 
CHELTENHAM: Regent Arcade 


one village^ 

The World Shop 



Sharing the Good News in the Decade of Evangelism • PLEASE TAKE COPY - FREE! 








The pilgrimage began at the Armada Beacon in the 
City' s Campbell Park (top photo). Pictured with the 
Bishop of Oxford are the Moderator of Milton Key- 
nes, the Revd Hugh Cross and the Revd Michael 
Burns, Chaplain for Young People. Amongst the 
pilgrims to the Church of Christ the Cornerstone 
were the members of the youth club and congregation 
at the Downs Barn Cross and Stable Church, Milton 
Keynes (pictured below ) with their minister in charge, 
the Revd Rosalind Parrett (third on right). 


ROOFING PROBLEMS? 
CALL THE SPECIALISTS 


94 Southview Avenue, 
Caversham, Reading, 
Berks. RG4 OBB. 
Tel: (0734) 567289 


ISRAEL 

IN THE STEPS OF CHRIST 

An 8 day Holyland Pilgrimage 
with departures every month 
from £429 


FOR 
COPIES 
OF OUR 

1993 

PROGRAMME 
DETAILS 
TELEPHONE 
PAX TRAVEL 


PAX 
TRAVEL 
106 SEYMOUR 
PLACE 
LONDON 
W1 H 5DG 

S* 

071-724 8206 
ABTA 85988 


HOLYLAND HIGHLIGHTS 

A six day tour and unbeatable value 
from £295-£399 


SHRINES OF EUROPE 

Rome, Assisi, Bruges, Lourdes & 
Santiago de Compostela 


YES! 10% OFF YOUR REMOVAL COSTS WHEN 
SPENDING £100 OR MORE WITH 

ABC REMOVALS 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

FREE STORAGE 

YES! THE FIRST TWO WEEKS ARE FREE FOR 
ALL NEW CUSTOMERS STORING WITH 

ABC REMOVALS 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
PHONE NOW FOR 
A 

FREE QUOTE 

SHOW THIS LEAFLET TO OUR ESTIMATOR 
WHEN HE CALLS TO CLAIM 10% OFF YOUR 
REMOVAL AND YOUR FREE STORAGE 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

TEL: (0494) 445755 


The Depot, Lindsay Avenue 
High Wycombe 
Bucks HP13 5RR 


Minimum storage period is 4 weeks 
Offer is limited to one voucher per customer 
Offer closes 31st May 1993 
Discount is available to a maximum of £100 off 


E. WILKINSON 

LEAD ROOFING SPECIALISTS 

All aspects of leadwork undertaken from re-lining a font 
to a new lead roof!! 

We have successfully completed leadworks at the following churches: 


Fyfield Church, Fyfield, Wilts. 
St Thomas, Oxford. 

St Mary’s, Thatcham. 


St Mary’s, Stanford in the Vale, 
Oxon. 

St Denys, Stanford In the Vale, Oxon. 
St Michael’s, Abingdon, Oxon 


QUALITY WORK 

Don’t take our word for it - take theirs!! 

E. Wilkinson Plumbing & Heating Contracts Ltd 

120D Milton Park, Milton 
Nr Abingdon, Oxon OX144SA 
Tel: Abingdon (0235) 835070 

^ We are members 61 Lead FaX NO 832033 

i JL > Contractors Aeeocielion 
5 m 3 CORGI 

NAPNMSC 


National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contractors 


APPROVED CONTRACTOR 


t f/eo e/M' &: 
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Electrical Contractors 

Tel: Witney (0993) 778955 & 772144 
Fax: (0993) 776774 

INCORPORATING 
STANDFAST 
SECURITY 
SYSTEMS 
(WITNEY) 


$ 


Tel: (0993) 773699 

Diocesan Approved 


THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 

The Answer To Your Roof Problems 
ESTABLISHED SINCE 1972 

Large enough to cope — Small enough to care. 

No salesman will call — No pressure selling — We don’t need to, our personal service, 
friendly advice and keen prices do it for us. 

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? Here are some examples: A typical slated terraced house to 
re-roof can cost as little as £2,300 which includes — 

• All your existing roof removed • Rafters treated with wood preserve 

• New under-slating felt fitted • Pressure treated battens fixed 

• High quality slate substitutes fixed • New lead battens fixed 

• A 25-year guarantee against leakage. 

We also specialise in guttering and general roof maintenance on a terraced house, for 
example, replacing or refixing up to 15 slates is a fixed price of £77.50. 

FLAT ROOFING — A typical 12 x 12 fiat roof can cost as little as £200 — 

• All your existing roof removed • A new 3-layer built up fiat roofing system fixed 
• A full 1 0-year guarantee against leakage • Quality workmanship — next to none. 

• All work to full British Standards • A full detailed quotation supplied free and without 
obligation. 

References can be supplied from many satisfied customers. 

These are just some of our services, if your problem is not here, give us a ring, we are sure we can help. 

WE ALWAYS REMEMBER 

Our Best Interest Lies In Your Best Interest 
NB: All prices quoted are exclusive of VAT 
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MASONRY DAMAGE? 

ROOF DAMAGE? 

STONE AND BRICKWORK WEATHERED? 
LIGHTNING CONDUCTORS DAMGED? 
CHURCH WORKS? 

Whatever your problem talk to the Specialists — 

We have many years of experience in external maintenance at all heights 
and many happy prestigious clients. 

Call us NOW whatever the problem: 


(0602) 277044 

Or our EMERGENCY LINE on: 

(0602) 786755 24 hours a day 


RESTORATION 
COMPANY LTD 


Second Avenue 
Greasley Street 
Bulwell 

Nottingham NG6 8NE 


ABC 


REMOVALS 


10% 


OFF 

YOUR REMOVAL COSTS 




IN MY VIEW 

by James Cobban 


Does Parliament have to be a bear garden? 


However illogical, indeed indefensible, our 
system of government is, it seems to me to 
work as well as,if not better than, its counter- 
parts in other comparable countries. Of course 
it has developed over the years, but apart 
from one major blip in the seventeenth cen- 
tury (poor King Charles probably thought it 
rather more than a blip) change has been by 
gradual evolution rather than by dramatic 
lurch. Further change will come. Two obvi- 
ous areas are the method of voting at elec- 
tions and the composition and powers of the 
House of Lords. Support for Proportional 
Representation seems to be gaining ground. 
If - or when - it comes, we must be prepared 
for a certain amount of post-election wheel- 
ing and dealing - and for the much greater 
probability of a coalition government at the 
end of it all. Is that what we want? 

As for the House of Lords, I would settle, 
on purely pragmatic grounds, for it to remain 
as it is, but in this respect I am hopelessly old- 
fashioned. Pending a more comprehensive 
review, it should surely be a simple matter to 


supplement the bench of bishops by giving 
life peerages to specific representatives of 
the Roman Catholic Church and other main- 
line churches - or faiths. My Lords Soper and 
Jakobovits provide a precedent. 

The only other reform I would welcome is 
a veto on all corporate funding of political 
parties. This would apply equally to trades 
unions and big business. There would be 
difficulties. But not insurmountable? 

My main concern however is with how 
Parliament behaves. Since the House of Com- 
mons went public on television it has sur- 
prised many of us find how confrontational 
it all is. The more the policies of the two 
major parties converge (and the really divi- 
sive issues, such as Maastricht, seem to cut 
across party lines) the more their representa- 
tives model themselves on Tweedledum and 
Tweedledee. Kneejerk reaction to any gov- 
ernment proposal is countered by ritual de- 
nunciation of the Labour policies of yester- 
year. It is only during international crises 
(the Falklands,the Gulf) that the House makes 


any attempt to act as a council of the nation. 

Members could start by cutting the word 
U-TURN out of their critical vocabulary. 
Only the insecure will never admit they 
have made a mistake. Only the stupid will 
never change their minds or their policy. 

It is the duty of Her Majesty’s Loyal 
Opposition to oppose. But negative con- 
demnation is not enough. It should be com- 
plemented with positive suggestions for 
improvement - which in turn should be 
considered sympathetically by the Gov- 
ernment. 

Nowadays if you want that kind of thing 
you are more likely to find it in the Other 
House - or down the road in General 
Synod. 

James Cobban 

Sir James Cobban is the former head- 
master of Abingdon School For many 
years he was a member of the General 
Synod. 
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★ Blinds 


ungx, sc ourtains, c 


— a • S °^ Furnishin zs- Sc uurtains, pelmets, tie-backs 
Austrian, Lonpgp^opies ★ Cushion covers, etc 
• as?, reliable friendly and professional service. 

Free estimates day or evening 

Please telephone: (0491) 680508 
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Palm Sunday procession 



The choir of St Mary's Church, Aylesbury walk up Pickfords Hill on Palm Sunday 


Value added education 

A conference between the senior administrative staff, teachers and chaplains of the Diocese’s 15 
Colleges of Further Education took place on March 3, just one month before the Colleges came under 
local authority control on April 1 1993. The meeting took place at Aylesbury College and was chaired 
by the Revd Hugh Cross, ecumenical moderator in Milton Keynes. Tony Mogford, chairman of the 
college governors, and the Rt Revd Simon Burrows, Bishop of Buckingham, welcomed the participants. 

The conference focused on the theme of values in the FE curriculum and delegates received advance 
copies of a report on the subject by the National Church Working Party. Geoffrey Stanton, head of the 
national FE unit and a member of the NCWP, explained the unique position held by Further Education 
Colleges as, under the new legislation, sixth form colleges also come into the FE sector. This means 
colleges need the resources to cope with, one the one hand, A-level students, and on the other, people 
who are training for careers as diverse as sign-writing, nursery nursing and printing. The colleges will 
also have to be aware of the needs of people with learning difficulties, as well as being able to provide 
a sound education for students planning a university career. Mr Stanton concluded with a challenge to 
the Church which, he said, must find ways of demonstrating its relevance to the financial, staffing and 
curriculum choices. 

For a full report of the conference, which was organised by the Diocesan Further Education 
Committee, contact the Revd Bryan Pettifer at Church House. Telephone 0865 244566. 


Media conference in Thame 


In brief 

• St James the Great in Radley 
is celebrating its 700th anniver- 
sary with an all-night vigil and a 
dawn eucharist to sing in May 
morning. Other celebrations 
during the week beginning April 
26 will include cream teas, 
games and a bam dance. 

• An Oxford priest, Father Basil 
Osborne, has become a bishop 
in the Russian Orthodox Church. 
Father Basil, who is originally 
from the USA, only became eli- 
gible two years ago following 
the death of his wife because of 
the orthodox rules on celibacy. 
He will continue to serve in his 
church, the Holy Trinity and 
Annunciation, in north Oxford. 

• Young churchgoers read the 
Daily Mail , listen to Fox FM 
and like short, informal serv- 
ices, according to a survey car- 
ried out in the Barley Hill area 
of Thame where a new church 
will be opening on May 1 . The 
survey showed that 54 per cent 
of people in the area want a 
church with activities for young 
children and 58 per cent want a 
church which is relevant to eve- 
ryday life. 

• Singers from several Oxford- 
shire churches will be perform- 
ing In His Presence , an expres- 
sion of worship in many differ- 
ent styles, at St Clements 
Church, Oxford on Saturday 
May 22. For details ring Martin 
and Barbara Cox on Oxford 
774254. 

• The DOOR would like to thank 
all the churchwardens who com- 
pleted questionnaires. It will 
obviously take some time to 
correlate the results but the in- 
formation will be published as 
soon as possible. Anyone who 
would like to alter the number 
of DOORs they receive should 
contact their local Deanery dis- 
tributor. 



• Journalist and General Synod 
Member, John Madeley is tak- 
ing part in his fourth London to 
Brighton Cycle Ride on June 20 
to raise money for the Church 
Urban Fund. He will be one of 
30,000 participants competing 
in what is believed to be the 
world’s biggest ride. In 1986 he 
raised nearly £1000 for a seeds 
for Africa appeal and he is hop- 
ing to beat that this year! John is 
pictured above crossing the fin- 
ishing line in the 1992 Ride. 

•St Nicholas Church, 
Tadmarton is holding a festival 
on the theme of the Victorian 
Village from May 29-31. The 
exhibition in the church con- 
sists of tableaux of Victorian 
village life accompanied by flo 1 
ral arrangements. 


A Media Awareness Day held 
recently at Lord Williams’ 
School in Thame was an ‘op- 
portunity lost’ according to 
some of those who attended. 
About 200 students, church 
members and representatives of 
the Mothers’ Union had gath- 
ered for a workshop organised 
jointly by the Media Awareness 
Project and the MU to hear 
Cindy Kent of MAP explain how 
to watch television from a Chris- 
tian viewpoint and how impor- 
tant it is to make opinions, both 
positive and negative, known to 
the programme-makers. 

“You get the television you de- 
serve,” said Cindy Kent in her 
introductory session, when she 
got the whole audience involved 
in a discussion of its TV viewing 
habits. However, the sense of 
anticipation was lost when the 
next speaker, Rachel Viney, reli- 
gious broadcasting officer for the 
Independent Television Com- 
mission, explained that what in- 
dependent television producers 
were really interested in was the 
spending power of its younger 
viewers. This news was made 
even harder to swallow by statis- 
tics which showed that although 
in 1988, 62 per cent of TV audi- 
ences had seen a religious pro- 


gramme, 87 per cent of those 
viewers were over 65. 

What should have turned out to 
be a lively debate between the 
older members of the audience, 
the sixth form students and the 
after-lunch panellists who in- 
cluded the Revd Chris Neal, 
vicar of Thame, the Revd David 
Winter, the Diocesan Officer for 
evangelism and David Wilcox, 
producer of BBC TV’s Every - 


Report by 
Venetia Horton 


man programme, was some- 
what muted. Vicki Sharp, a pu- 
pil in the lower sixth, said, “De- 
spite the potential interest and 
enjoyment of the day, many 
sixth formers felt it was merely 
an opportunity to discuss Chris- 
tianity rather than the media or 
TV.” She also felt that the event 
would have been better balanced 
with at least one non-Christian 
on the panel. 

MAP was set up five years 
ago and is an ecumenical project 
funded by the Jerusalem Trust. 
It holds conferences led by 
Cindy Kent all over the country 
(from September 1993). Mean- 


while this month the project is 
exhibiting at the Christian Re- 
sources Exhibition.To find out 
more write to MAP, 24 Tufton 
Street, London SW1 3RB or 
telephone 071 233 1887. 

School 

buildings 

A £lm improvement scheme 
proposed by the Oxford Dioc- 
esan Board of Education has at 
last won approval from local dis- 
trict councillors. St Edburg’s Pri- 
mary School in Bicester has been 
campaigning for years to get 
three buildings dating from the 
1940s replaced by modem class 
rooms. The go-ahead for the 
scheme was given last Decem- 
ber when the junior education 
minister announced that the Gov- 
ernment would fund the project. 


South African vigil 

The Bishop of Oxford took part 
in an open-air vigil for South 
Africa in Oxford's Bonn Square 
on April 19, the day of Chris 
Hani's funeral. It was organised 
by Oxford City Anti Apartheid 
Group and some South African 
students who are ANC support- 
ers. 


Hope for Reading’s homeless 

A scheme has been launched in Reading to help the city’s 
estimated 200 homeless people. The Christian Community Action 
Scheme has been set up by Nick Crowder to help young homeless 
people learn new skills and build up their self-confidence. As well 
as raising money for the scheme, Mr Crowder has already collected 
a bam full of secondhand furniture, clothing and electrical goods 
which his volunteers will recycle in a city-centre warehouse. They 
will also be put to work decorating bedsits and flats for people 
moving out of hostels and rehabilitation units. The £10,000 project 
has the backing of the Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd John Bone, 
who is very concerned at the growing number of young homeless 
people in the city. 


Celebration in 
Stony Stratford 

The parish of St Mary and St 
Giles in Stony Stratford is cel- 
ebrating its silver jubilee this 
month. The parish was formed 
in 1968 when the two neigh- 
bouring parishes of St Mary the 
Virgin and St Giles joined to 
become one congregation after 
a fire had destroyed the interior 
of St Giles Church. 

The celebrations will take 
place between May 19-23 cul- 
minating in a family commun- 
ion on Sunday May 23 with the 
Very Revd Eric Evans, Dean of 
St Paul’s Cathedral London as 
the preacher. Other events will 
include beating the parish 
boundaries on Rogation Sun- 
day, Renewal in Faith and Flow- 
ers, on May 21, 22 and 23. Cou- 
ples married in St Mary and St 
Giles Church during the last 25 
years are invited to a special 
service on May 22. 

The three Diocesan Chil- 
dren’s Gift Days will take 
place this month: Oxford- 
shire: May 8, Berkshire: 
May 15 and Bucks: May 
22. The money will go 
to a project for the deaf. 


Restored to 
gloiy 


After gathering dust and 
grime for nearly one hundred 
years, Victorian paintings in the 
sanctuary and chancel of the 
historic church of St Andrew’s 
in Sonning have been restored 
to their former glory. A team of 
craftsmen from the ecclesiasti- 
cal decoration specialists 
Howell & Bellion have spent 
two months working on the 90- 
year old paintings which are by 
the artist GF Bodley. The ceil- 
ing paintings are a mosaic of 
patterns based around the letter 
‘A’, representing St Andrew’s, 
and ‘IHS’ the sacred monogram. 
The theme is continued on the 
walls. 

The Revd Christopher 
Morgan, vicar of Sonning, said: 
“A significant amount of the 
money for the project - more 
than £4,000 - came from a suc- 
cessful bridal and flower festi- 
val held about 18 months ago.” 
St Andrew’s is one of the oldest 
churches in the area. From 909 
to 1 107 the church was the seat 
of the Bishops of Sonning. 


Sleeping rough for peace 

Canon Peter Bugg, Vicar of Brill and Diocesan Rural Chaplain,, slept 
rough during Holy Week as a witness for peace. He spent each night 
under a plastic sheet in one of his parish' s four churchyards and by 
day lived on bread and water. At night parishioners brought him hot 
soup. On Palm Sunday Canon Bugg was joined by ten Brill teenagers. 
"I was very well supported by the parish and it was a good learning 
experience for me and for other people," he said. The sleep-out also 
raised money for Southern Sudan and for the Colombanus Commu- 
nity of Reconciliation in Northern Ireland. 



If you had invested £41,500 in a 
building society in October 1989 your 
income would have been: 

In 1990 — £5,000 
In 1992 — £4,150 
In 1992 — £3,400 
In 1993*— £2,150 

(•assuming a 6% Base Rate in 1993) 

What are the alternatives now? 

Telephone Mark Roach on 
(0608) 644575 



Quest Financial Services 
Bank Chambers 
Market Place 
Chipping Norton 
Oxon OX7 5NA 


uest financial services 
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Advertisement Feature 


THE NEXT TIME YOU VISIT THE DENTIST YOU MAY WELL SAY ‘OUCH’ 


THE next time you visit the dentist you may be in 
for a nasty shock. NHS dental charges went up 
again at the beginning of April. 

Now you pay 80% of the new charges which can mean 
as much as £13.60 for each amalgam filling and up to 
£42.56 for a root filling. Bridge work will cost you 
between £172 and £250. Your lowest cost option is to 
have your teeth extracted! You may well say ‘ouch’. 

It’s enough to frighten anyone from going to the dentist, which 
is exactly what happens. By not going you save your money, how- 
ever, you may also lose some of your teeth that needed treatment. 
Then you have to pay for dentures. Whatever you do you end up 
paying. 

But there is an alter- 
native. When you join 
the Hospitals Guild and 
have the “ouch” taken 
out of your dental bills - 
and your opticians bills 
and many other bills as 
well. 

The Hospitals Guild 
is different from the big 
private medical insur- 
ance companies that 
pay for you to have 
expensive private treat- 
ment - and charge you a 
subscription to match! 

For over a hundred 
years ordinary working 
people have turned to 
the Hospitals Guild for help with their medical expenses. The 
Guild, which is non-profit making, runs a family health plan. For as 
little as £2.50 a week you get a surprisingly wide range of benefits, 
all in the form of generous payments. 

These payments help you and your family to afford the ever 
increasing number of National Health services for which you are 
now expected to pay. These include dentistry and optical services 
(glasses to you and me), physiotherapy, osteopathy, chiropody and 
many specialist consultancy services which the NHS do not pro- 
vide or pay for. 

In addition, the Guild makes generous cash payments when you 
have a baby, when you are ill and have to stay in hospital or when 
you need convalescence or home help. 

All in all it seems the perfect choice of health care scheme for the 
ordinary working person. 

In fact it ali seems to good to be true, which is why David Hold- 
en of the “Door” went along to see Roger Alderman, the Develop- 
ment Officer of the Hospitals Guild. David wanted to find out if the 
Hospitals Guild’s plan is as good as it appears to be. 

David Holden met Roger Alderman at the Hospitals Guild’s 
Office in Northampton. 

DH If you’re like me, you’ve become a little wary of claims 
that say “for as little as...”. So when I read about the Hos- 
pitals Guild plan that offers a healthcare scheme for all the 
family for as little as a £2.50 a week, naturally I was more 
than a bit sceptical. 

RA When you know the history of the Guild you will understand 
why we offer our members so much for such small contribu- 
tions. 


The Hospitals Guild was formed over a hundred years ago as a 
Mutual Society. 

Unlike most other health schemes, which are run to make a 
profit for their shareholders, the Guild takes no money for 
profits or dividends. The Guild is owned by all its members so 
the money that they contribute is safely invested and returned 
to the members in the form of benefits. That’s why the bene- 
fits really are so generous. 

DH Who should join this plan? Is it mostly for the older age 
groups? 

RA No. Nearly all new members are young and middle aged, like 
you and me. There are a lot of older members but that’s only 
because the Hospitals Guild was started over a hundred years 
ago and very few members ever leave. 

Most of these long term members joined the Guild when they 
were about to get married or start a family. They have enjoyed 
the benefits of the Guild for most of their working lives and 
continue to enjoy the benefits long into their retirement. 

We encourage members from all age groups. Having said 
that it is new husbands or wives setting up home as well as 
families and single parents with growing children that form the 
majority of our new members today. They believe the scheme 
is tailor made just for them. And they say so! 

DH My wife and I have two young children. 

RA Then think of the benefits of joining. The Hospitals Guild plan 
removes the worry of unexpected health bills and gives you 
peace of mind - at a time when all your spare money is spent 
on your children. 

DH That’s right. There never seems to be quite enough to go 
around. If my wife or I go to the dentist or buy new glass- 
es we often have to cut back on something for the children. 

RA When you join the guild you get generous payments to help 
you cover these NHS costs so your children don’t have to suf- 
fer. But you also get a lot more besides. 

With the Hospitals Guild you can afford to give your family 
those special health care services not normally available 
through the NHS, like private consultancy or physiotherapy. 

You also receive generous payments, up to £315 per week for up to 
50 days*, should you have to spend time in hospital. That helps 
to pay your household bills. With young children it really is 
important to know that you have enough money coming in 
until you can get back to work. Remember, it can happen to 
any of us. 

DH I’m beginning to see why the Guild is such a good ideal and 
I can understand why people want to join. It will certainly 
take a weight of worry of my shoulders if anything should 
happen to me. 

RA Yes, but it’s not just for those times that things go wrong. 

Just think of the maternity benefit. Every time you have a 
new baby you get a generous payment. It helps you to afford 
that new pram, new baby clothes or even a cot. And it’s just the 
time when Mum needs physiotherapy or special treatment for 
her feet. The Guild helps you to afford private treatment that is 
not available on the NHS. 

DH I can see the value of the Hospital Guild while my children 
are growing up. But why should I need the Guild after they 
have left home. We won’t be short of money then. 

RA As we enter our silver years we have more time to enjoy our- 
selves, so it is important to keep fit and healthy. Unfortunate- 
ly it is also the time that little nagging aches and pains become 
a real nuisance. 

Because the NHS do not 
pay for many of the spe- 
cialist treatments such as 
physiotherapy, osteopathy, 
chiropractic treatment or 
chiropody, you learn to 
live with your complaints 
rather than pay for treat- 
ment. 

But as a member of the 
Hospitals Guild you don’t 
have to worry. The Guilds’ 
benefit payments help you 
to afford the right sort of 
treatment - when you need 
it. 

It’s also the time of life 
when you are more likely 
to have dental work or 
need a private consultation 
ahead of the waiting list. 
You are also more likely to 
have a stay in hospital. The 
Guild help you pay for all 
of these eventualities. 
DHSo how does the scheme 
work? 

RA You can become a private 
member, however, most of 
our members join the 
scheme through their com- 
pany. 

Many companies, some 
household names, admin- 
ister the scheme for their 
employees. The small 
monthly contributions are 
deducted from the employ- 
ees salary at source. They 
hardly know it is missing. 


Of course, there is a major benefits to the employer as well 
as the employee. A healthy worker is a more productive work- 
er, so it is the best interests of the company to run the scheme. 

DH I read that back pain is a major reason why people take 
time off work. Your grants towards the costs of specialist 
treatments must be a great help here. 

RA That’s right. In fact most companies consider the Hospitals 
Guild membership such an important benefit that they pay the 
first 50p or £1 towards the monthly contribution. When you 
think about the small amount that a company has to pay each 
month it is more than repaid by the savings in lost working 
time. The Hospitals Guild plan is not only a money saver for 
the company but it is also an important company benefit that 

they offer to all their 
employees. 

DH ...and that makes 
it easier for the 
company to employ 
the right sort of 
people. 

RA ...that’s right, and 
don’t forget that it 
also helps them to 
hold on to their good 
employees as well - 
and it helps to keep 
them fit and well. 
DH If one of our read- 
ers wanted to join 
the Hospitals Guild 
health plan what 
should they do? 

RA First, it would be a good idea for them to talk to their person- 
nel department at work to get them to consider running the 
scheme for their employ- 
ees. They or their company 
can then contact me and I 
will go along and see them. 

It’s so simple to administer 
and we look after all the 
details. 

DHOne last final question. 

How can I be sure that the 
Hospitals Guild scheme is 
really genuine and deliv- 
ers all that it promises. 

RAI can understand why you 
feel concerned. There are 
new health c^re schemes 
staring all the time and it’s 
difficult to judge which are 
good and which are bad. 

The Hospitals Guild was 
founded in 1874 so it’s not 
something new, here today 
and gone tomorrow. It is 
affiliated to the British 
Health Care Association 
whose Patron is His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Edin- 
burgh. Remember, the 
Association already cares 
for more than 3 million 
members throughout the 
country so you really don’t 
need to worry. 


Membership of the Hospital Guild is available to individu- 
als or through company groups. Ask at your wages depart- 
ment, almost 700 companies are operating the Hospitals 
Guild Family Health Plan allowing deduction to be made 
from wages or salary. 

To join as an individual full details can be obtained from: 

HOSPITAL GUILD 
73 ST GILES STREET, 
NORTHAMPTON NN1 1JH 
TEL: (0604) 33739 AND 36678 

The Hospitals Guild was founded in 1874 so it’s not some- 
thing new, here today and gone tomorrow. It is affiliated to 
the British Health Care Association whose Patron is His 
Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh. Remember, the 
Association already cares for more than 3 million members 
throughout the country so you really don’t need to worry. 


■ For more information on membership through company ■ 
- groups, church group or individually, please complete fol- . 
: lowing coupon and send to: 

HOSPITALS GUILD 

73 ST GILES STREET, NORTHAMPTON NN1 1JH 

I Company name (co. membership) • 

J Name (individual membership) 

■ Address > 

j Tel. No: | 

■ Please send me information on co/membership □ ■ 

. Please send me information on individual membership □ . 

A Corporate Video is available to Church 1 
I Groups/Schools and Company groups or anyone consid- I 
I ering forming a group. Please ask for further details 

i i 


The Hospitals Guild 

‘COUNTRYWIDE HEALTH PLAN’ 

Can you afford NOT to be a Hospitals Guild member? 

Twelve major benefits choose the monthly contribution rate that suits your budget 
Monthly rates of £2.20, £4.34, £6.50, £8.67, £10.84 

WHAT YOU CAN CLAIM FOR 


OPTICAL 


DENTAL 




Contributor dependent Spouse and Children 
£125 each in any 2 year period* 


Contributor and dependent Spouse £125 
each in any 2 year period* 


PHYSIOTHERAPY 
OSTEOPATHY OR 
CHIROPRACTIC 
TREATMENT 


MATERNITY 


PRIVATE 

CONSULTATION 

FEES 




Contributor only £125* 


£200 For each child 
born* 


£600 per Family per Year* 




| HOSPITALS GUILD I 


‘Countrywide Health Plan’ 


* Based on a monthly rate of £10.84 

Plus cash grants for Hospital In-Patient, Home Help, Chiropody, Invalid 
Equipment, Surgical Appliance, Attendance Distance Hospital 





CAN HELP WITH: 

OPTICAL AND 
DENTAL CHARGES 

COSTS WHILE YOU 
ARE IN HOSPITAL 

CONSULTANTS’ 

FEES 

MATERNITY 

CONVALESCENCE 
AND HOME HELP 

SURGICAL 
AND HEARING 
APPLIANCES 

INVALID EQUIPMENT 
TRAVEL FOR 
TREATMENT 
PHYSIOTHERAPY 
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in my week 


Surprised by surprises 



Gospatric Home pictured outside the G-Mex Centre in Manchester, venue 
for the Northern Christian Resources Exhibition last year 


My week is nearly always 
a week of surprises. In say- 
ing this 1 am constantly 
amazed at how God is clearly 
guiding us, as new ideas for the 
Christian Resources Exhibition 
and the Christian Bookseller 
come to me in letters and phone 
calls. I am still such a ‘simple’ 
Christian that the surprise at the 
surprises remains with me. 

Our day at the office starts with 
a time of prayer, and it’s a com- 
fort for me on the 
first day of this 
week to know that 
as I drive across the 
Cotswolds to the 
Welsh border, my 
colleagues are pray- 
ing for my safety and for a bless- 
ing on my work. I am meeting a 
Christian businessman whom I 
last met over a cup of coffee at a 
Christian Booksellers Conven- 
tion in California several years 
ago. We become so absorbed in 
our discussions that I overrun 
my appointment, so he makes 
the very generous offer of stay- 
ing with me as 1 continue my 
journey to Cwmbran. 

Patiently, he waits in the recep- 
tion area of my Welsh exhibition 
standfitters, while I plan the de- 
sign of a mock-up of a mid 19th 
century clergyman’s vestry. The 
idea behind all this is to show 
how even in the more antique of 
settings, complete with church 
mouse and distant views of an 
idyllic Victorian parsonage gar- 
den, one can have the all-elec- 
tronic, highly computerised and 
efficient church office. It is to be 
manned by members of the 
Church Computer User’s Group 
led by the Revd David Wilcox, 
Rector of Kirtlington. 

Over lunch I continue our talks 
on the wholesaling of Christian 
books, and we agree a number of 
ways in which we can help each 


other. God’s hand is in all of this, 
as I discover at the end of the 
week. 

Next day, a routine one in the 
office, ends with a swift drive to 
north London to the home of 
author Ram Gidoomal’s aunt, 
where a party is being held for 
the launch of Sari V Chips 
(Monarch) a most unusual book 
by a Christian Asian who recon- 
ciled his own identity crisis when 
he became a follower of Christ. 


In this perceptive book he ob- 
serves how tensions arise among 
Asians living in Britain, and sug- 
gests realistic ways in which in- 
dividuals, families, communi- 
ties, schools and churches can 
work together to overcome them. 
I hope that this book will be 
widely read, for it will bring a 
fresh understanding of the prob- 
lems faced by many Asians, far 
too many of whom resort to su- 
icide as a solution to the difficul- 
ties they face. 

This morning I catch the clean 
and comfortable turbo from 
Princes Risborough station at 
9. 10am, and am greeted by Rog- 
er Royle at Southwark Cathe- 
dral. I am attending a seminar on 
Christian broadcasting organised 
by Roger. He has assembled 
some of the top names in radio 
and TV to examine the future of 
religious broadcasting on the 
fast- changing media scene. I am 
sure I am not alone in being 
initially angered, and then chal- 
lenged, by Greg Dyke, chief ex- 
ecutive of London Weekend TV, 
who made it abrasively clear that 
in future, Christian programmes 
will only get into the schedules 


on their merits. Gone are the 
days of the ‘God slot’. 

I ponder on whether this is the 
ultimate Thatcherite position, or 
whether God has His hand in 
this. I am reminded that He cre- 
ated the Christian Resources 
Exhibition out of a cul-de-sac, 
and I believe He will help Chris- 
tian broadcasting as never be- 
fore, if only we rise to the chal- 
lenges. I also see God’s hand in 
the fact that the exhibition has 
been asked to play a 
central role in Chris- 
tian Communications 
week this May. 

This is my London 
cathedrals and 
churches day so, 
wearing my roving reporter’s hat 
for the Christian Bookseller, I go 
to Westminster Cathedral for the 
launch of Peter Hebblethwaite’s 
scholarly work on Pope Paul VI. 

My late uncle, the artist and 
journalist Percy Home, whose 
49 years in Fleet Street was just 
ending as I started mine in the 
same street, painted a water-col- 
our of the City Temple devastat- 
ed by Hitler’s bombs. Today, the 
painting hangs in our offices, 
perhaps as a reminder that the 
Church will always rise again 
despite whatever is thrown at it? 

This evening I join my wife 
and daughter Viola, just back 
from working with Youth with a 
Mission in Bolivia, for the launch 
of a worldwide prayer initiative 
called AD 2000 United Prayer 
Track at which Peter Wagner is 
the speaker. This involves hun- 
dreds of Christian organisations 
across the globe. I leave, tired 
but greatly encouraged by the 
faith of the thousands who will 
be participating in this world- 
encircling link-up of the power 
of prayer. 

I take the medicine I meet out 
to others the next day, by exhib- 


iting the Christian Bookseller as 
one of the one per cent of Chris- 
tian exhibitors at the vast Lon- 
don International Book Fair at 
Olympia. This huge multi-na- 
tional book event is as mixed as 
life itself: map publishers jostle 
with new age books, novels with 
educational books, with a toe- 
hold only of Christian publish- 
ers. The organisers have most 


encouragingly asked us to or- 
ganise a seminar on why Chris- 
tian books will sell in general 
bookshops. Ably assisted by 
Keith Danby of Send the Light, 
Carolyn Armitage of Hodders 
and Madelaine Smith of WH 
Smith, we are all agreeably sur- 
prised by a good-sized audience, 
and even more next day by a 
detailed report in Publishing 


News .We all agree that God has 
created a bridgehead for Chris- 
tian books in an apparently sec- 
ular book trade, and given us a 
foundation to build on next year. 
My week ends with a pleasant 
surprise when I learn from a com- 
puter software firm how they 
can help the businessman I had 
visited on the Welsh border at 
the start of the week. God 
or chance? God at work is 
my belief. S 

% Gospatric Home was bom in 
1933 , son of the artist Gordon 
Home. He has spent most of his 
life in periodical publishing. In 
1984 , inspired by an idea of his 
wife Diana , he launched the 
first Christian Resources Exhi- 
bition in Westminster. The ex- 
hibition is now held every May 
at Sandown Park and also in 
Manchester , Glasgow and Bel- 
fast. He publishes the Chris- 
tian Bookseller and in his free 
time is involved in housing the 
homeless with the London and 
Quadrant Housing Trust which 
he helped to found 30 years 
ago. He is a governor of Speen 
Church of England School and 
chairman of the Forward Plan- 
ning Committee of St Mary 9 s 
Church , Princes Risborough. 

%Our ‘God in the Life of’ fea- 
ture will be back in the autumn.. 


Christian resources 
on show 

The ninth national Christian Resources Exhibition at the Sand- 
own Exhibition Centre in Esher, Surrey, will be launched on May 
25 by BBC TV’s Jill Dando. Known most recently as a presenter 
on Breakfast Time and the Holiday Programme, Jill, a Baptist, 
will also take part in Christian Communications Week, running 
alongside the main exhibition. 

More than 300 exhibitors will offer products and services for 
every area of church life, from mission motivation to building 
maintenance, and 84 lectures will advise on a range of subjects 
including urban poverty, church magazines, fund raising, healing 
and worship. 

Visitors will be offered a ‘hands-on’ experience of reading the 
news on television, helped on the first day by Jill Dando. You can 
take the video cassette home if you dare! Another new feature is 
‘Vestry 2000’ where the traditional parish office is transformed 
by new technology. 

“Vestry 2000 will show how old and new come together in 
Christian ministry,” said Gospatric Home “It will be where videos 
meet vestments, computers meet communion wine, and where the 
church mouse is something usefully clicked on the desktop rather 
than caught in a trap!” 




Gospatric Home 


PECTACULAR OUTDOOR 

FIREWORKS & LASER 
SYMPH0NYC0NCERT 

J BLENHEIM PALACE 



FRIDAY 18TH JUNE 1993 
with the 

Performing Arts Symphony Orchestra 
GATES OPEN: 6 00PM 
Tickets £13.50, £7.00 (School Children) 
Bring a picnic for an evening out 
with the family 


BOX OFFICE 

0625 573477 


IN AID OF 

METHODIST HOMES FOR THE AGED 
GOLDEN JUBILEE APPEAL 

Registered as a charity No. 218504 


CHRISTIAN 
RESOURCES 
EXHIBITIONS 
IN 1993 


9th National Christian 
Resources Exhibition 


May 25-28 1993 
Sandown Exhibition Centra 
Portsmouth Road, Esher, 
Surrey 


4th Scottish Christian 
Resources Exhibition 


September 30-October 2 1993 
SECC, Glasgow 

Full information from 

Christian Resources 
Exhibitions, 

2 Forge House, 

Summerleys Road, 

Princes Risborough, 
Buckinghamshire HP27 9DT. 
Tel: 08444 2894 
Fax: 08444 4988 


THE LEGENDARY 

MUSIC at OXFORD 

FIREWORKS 

CONCERTS 

Booking 
Now Open 


Tel: 0865 864466 


KATHY HAS DOWNS 
SYNDROME — BUT 

IT DOESN’T STOP HER ENJOYING SWIMMING 
WITH THE RAINBOW CLUB 

LACK OF FUNDING COULD 



We provide a variety of activities for children and young people like 
Kathy, it costs £30,000 per annum to run this 10 year old Banbury 
Charity and we are very short of funds, we badly need your help. 


1 would like to give a donation of: fnck Box) 


1 


I £50 £10 □ £150 £20 □ £250 £500 £10031 


| Please note every little helps. To help The Rainbow Dub continue caring | 
for Banbury’s Handicapped Children. 

Please send your donation to: 


it 


THE RAINBOW CLUB 

7-8a George Street, Banbury, Oxon OX16 8BH 

Registered Charity Number 286405 


* 
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More about our new South African link 



Bishop Winston and Bishop Richard in South Africa 


Over the last twenty years or 
more several dioceses in the 
Church of England have 
struck up a partnership with 
dioceses indifferent parts of 
the world. Oxford Diocese is 
one of the last to do this for- 
mally though over a hundred 
of our parishes have links 
with churches, projects and 
individual Christians 
throughout the Anglican 
Communion and beyond. 
Many Missionary Societies 
have enabled this to happen 
and are still needing fends to 
carry on the work of Mission 
overseas. Now their repre- 
sentatives have come togeth- 
er with those of the Diocese 
itself in our new Partnership 
in World Mission Group. 

The Partnership has led to the 
formation of a Companion Re- 
lationship between the Kimber- 
ley and Kuruman and Oxford 
Dioceses. The Bishop of Ox- 
ford will formally inaugurate this 
at the Ascension Day Eucharist 
in Christ Church Cathedral at 
6pm on Thursday, May 20 when 
he will preside and preach. There 
is a warm invitation to all those 
interested in Mission, at home 
or overseas to be present. All 
clergy have also been asked to 


include prayers for this new rela- 
tionship in their services in each 
parish. 

Bishop Richard’s counterpart, 
Bishop Winston Ndungane, has 
a Diocese one and a half times 
the size of Great Britain in the 
Northern Cape district of South 
Africa. It is sparsely populated 
and contains large areas of desert. 
When I visited there in 1978 the 
then Bishop, who came from 
Wales, drove me around in a car 
which had air conditioning and 
an automatic accelerator control 
to help him cover the distances. 
Bishop Winston is the second 
African Bishop of the Diocese 
and has spent time as a Head of 
a Theological College and Chief 
Executive Officer for Archbish- 
op Desmond Tutu. Before that 
he spent three years as a political 
prisoner on Robben Island. 

Immediate task 

There are 40,000 Anglican 
Church members in the Diocese 
organised in some 35 parishes in 
eight archdeaconries with some 
40 or more clergy. One immedi- 
ate task facing any new leader- 
ship will be to undertake a mas- 
sive programme of housing, ed- 
ucation and health to redress the 
balance between the white areas 
and those of other communities. 
This is one of the results of the 
cruel apartheid system. We have 


been asked to pray that the white 
community may adjust to 
andtrust the new black leader- 
ship. Reconciliation, Repent- 
ance, Restitution and Recon- 
struction are all needed more 
than ever before both in Africa 
and England. 

I believe that any real Partner- 
ship in Mission between the Di- 
oceses will be deeply humbling 
for us in the Oxford Diocese. We 
have to learn, with the help of 
our African sisters and brothers, 
just how much the racist apart- 


heid system has cost in terms of 
human suffering and how much 
the grace of Christ can transform 
individuals and separated com- 
munities, black, coloured and 
white into one body of love and 
trust. 

Learning together 

As was said at the Diocesan Syn- 
od on March 6 we hope to learn 
from this Link how so much joy 
in Christ can come from the Af- 
rican Church where there has 
been and is so much deprivation 
and suffering. 


Further details of how this di- 
ocesan venture can be earthed in 
local parishes and deaneries will 
be looked at during the summer 
months. 

Bill Whiff en, 
Secretary , Partnership in 
World Mission Group 

S 


Burnham's link 
with Lesotho 

The Reverend Mother Superior 
Margaret Mary from the Com- 
munity of the Resurrection in 
this Diocese writes: 

The Sisters of the Society of the 
Precious Blood at Burnham Ab- 
bey, Taplow, Bucks have a 
daughter house in Lesotho in 
Southern Africa. In 1980 they 
were asked to found a House of 
Prayer in Kimberley. This they 
did and were there for 1 1 years 
until in 1991 they had to with- 
draw owing to lack of vocations. 
But the House of Prayer had 
been established and the link re- 
mains strong. Quite a number of 
people there have become Asso- 
ciates of the Community and are, 
therefore, linked with the Sisters 
at Burnham in the Diocese of 
Oxford. 



Ever living, loving God, 
creator of the whole human 
family, 

You have made us for each 
other. 

Deepen our relationships 
within the wordwide Church 
Strengthen our links between 
the Diocese of Kimberley and 
Kuruman 

and the Diocese of Oxford. 
Bless Winston and Richard, 
our Bishops. 

Help us to help each other to 
proclaim the Good News of 
your Kingdom. 

As we respond to human 
need and fight oppression 
build us up in loving service 
and transform both your 
world and us in the ways of 
justice and peace 
by the power of the Holy 
Spirit 

This we ask, in the name of 
our Risen, Ascended 
Glorified Christ. 

You may like to use this 
prayer at Ascensiontide when 
the new link formerly begins. 



Would you prefer 
to invent ethically ? 


• Investments and ethics are compatible 

• You need not breach your code of ethics by holding 
an investment portfolio. 

• Tailor shareholdings to reflect your ethical criteria 

• Our unique service is 
available to both trusts and 
private clients. 

PERSONAL INVESTMENT 
PORTFOLIO 

We offer the discerning 
investors the facility to invest 
directly in equities meeting 
their own personal ethical 
considerations with the benefit of active management in 
accordance with their own investment objectives. 

For further details contact: Peter Penfold or 
Tim Sedgwick on: 061-834 2332 

— ESTABLISHED 1866 — ■ 

HENRY COOKE, LUMSDEN P lc 

A MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATION OF PRIVATE CLIENT INVESTMENT MANAGERS AND STOCKBROKERS. 
THE LONDON STOCK EXCHANGE AND THE SECURITIES AND FUTURES AUTHORITY 

OFFICESi NO 1 KING STREET, MANCHESTER M60 3AH 
LONDON. CROWN HOUSE, 56-58 SOUTHWARK STREET, LONDON SE1 1UL 
LLANDUDNO. 59 MADOC STREET, LLANDUDNO, GWYNEDD LL30 2TW 
LEEDS. WEST RIDING HOUSE, 67 ALBION STREET, LEEDS LSI 5NN 

The value of securities and the income from them can go down as well as up. Some securities carry a higher degree of risk than others. 
Past performance is no guarantee of future returns and you may not recover the amount originally invested. 




Count your blessings one by one 


Like most charities the Mothers’ Union is finding it’s overseas work is being threatened by the present 
recession. At a time when bishops are requesting more Mothers’ Union workers, it would be tragic if the 
growth and effectiveness of its support were limited, which is already happening in some missionary 
societies. 

The Oxford Diocesan Overseas Committee is organising a COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS thanksgiving 
week from June 1 1 to 17, to extend the days on which members pray especially for the dioceses which 
they are linked with in Nigeria and Zaire. Seven blessings will be chosen from a list of thirty-one, for 
example: “ Water is very precious and often carried a great distance. Give 3p for every tap in your house.” 
Or “ Many malnourished chidren do not live five years. Give 50p for each family member over five years 
old. ” Or “Some people are blincf, others have poor unaided sight. Give 5p for each pair of spectacles in 
your house”. These donations will be sent to the Mothers’ Union Office. 

If anyone would care to join us in this extra giving to the Mothers’ Union work overseas, please contact 
the Diocesan Secretary, MU Office, the Priory Room, Christ Church, Oxford OX1 1DP (telephone: 0865 
726308) who will send you a full list. 


DENTURES? 

• Do you enjoy wearing dentures? 

• Do they make you feel confident? 

• Do they enhance your lifestyle? 

• Can you eat whatever you desire? 

• Do you want to continue wearing , 
dentures? 

If the answer to any of these questions is “No”, then dental 
implants may be the solution. These artificial “titanium-roots” 
can be placed in the jaw-bone to support replacement teeth, 

where single, multiple or even a complete set of teeth are missing. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO THROW YOUR DENTURES AWAY? 

Yes? - At Dr J S Mankoo’s dental practice we have extensive knowledge and expe- 
rience in complex restorative dentistry, cosmetic dentistry and dental implantology. 
So, if you would like to find out more about the benefits of having that confident, 
attractive smile, please call and speak to Kate. 

J S MANKOO 

COSMETIC & RESTORATIVE DENTISTRY 

Crowthorne (0344) 761160 
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CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATION 
WEEK May 23 - 30 1993 

Improving your Church's Communications 


Communication is at the very heart of the 
Church's task. The great commission in 
Matthew to "go and make disciples of all 
nations" is echoed in Acts when we are 
commissioned to bear witness "in 
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and away to 
the ends of the earth". 

When you add it all up, most churches are 
already spending quite a lot on 
Communication. There’s the parish 
magazine, the weekly service sheet, the 
notice board, the telephone bill, the time 
spent in committees and meetings: all part 
of the network of communication that helps 
us know where we are and what needs doing 
next. But are we spending enough? Should 
we spend more on advertising, or on leaflets 
promoting the church's work? How can we 
plan our communications so that church 
members really do know what's going on? 


by Richard Thomas 

Diocesan Communications 
Officer 


I've been visiting a number of parishes to 
discuss their communications and one thing 
is almost unviersally true: few churches 
bother to work out how much they are 
spending on communications, and even 
fewer have set themselves measurable 
objectives by which to judge the 
effectiveness of their work. 

My first law of Communication states: 
"Good Communication costs time, money 
and energy. Bad Communication wastes 
time, money and energy". So here's a 'do-it- 
yourself Communications kit which anyone 
can use to check out their church's 
communications. 

• Step 1 Who do you want to reach? 

Write out a list of all the groups of people 
who the church should be communicating 
with. There will be two sections: those who 
belong to the church, and those who don't. 

• Step 2 What are your current 
resources? 

If you have a Communication budget, is it 
big enough? If you don't, then where does 
the money , you're currently spending on 
Communication come from? Who can help, 
and how much time can they give? 


in the 



Please pray this week for Christians 
working in the Media, and for the 
work of the Churches' Media Trust 


• Step 3 What's happening now? 

Make a list of the media your church is 
using at the moment, and then compare 
it with your first list. Who are you not 
reaching? Take a walk up the path to the 
church door, and go in. What messages 
do you get, and what's missing? Open 
your local newspaper and find out what 
the readers will discover about your 
church. What's not there? It might even 
help to run a small survey amongst those 
who don't come to church to find out 
what else you need to do 

• Step 4 What are your priorities? 

You only have a limited budget, and 
even less time and energy. So you can't 
plug all the gaps at once. Ideally, the 
whole church should meet to discuss and 
agree the priorities for your 
Communication plan. What comes first? 
And how will you pay for it? Will you 
increase your Communication budget, 
or have you identified any areas where 
savings can be made? 

In my experience, Communication 
issues fall into three main areas, and 
most churches can only cope with one of 
them at a time. They are 1. Internal 
Communications 2. External 
Communications 3. Matters of image 
and identity. 

• Step 5 What makes for success? 

Having established a priority and 


budgeted sufficient time, money and 
energy, how will you know if you have 
succeeded? Why not establish some criteria 
by which you can measure. 

* Step 6 Define your message and choose 
your media 

Only now will you really be able to decide 
on your message, and choose the media 
you will use. And don't forget that the most 
powerful medium of all is the individual 
who walks closely with God. 

A fictional example. 

One Church formed a Communications 
group and listed those groups theywanted 
to reach. They worked out their current 
spend, and listed their current 
Communications. The gaps were in internal 
communication, in reaching certain sections 
of the community, and in presenting a clear 
image about the church. The Church 
concluded that letting the community know 
about their Mums and Toddlers' services 
was the priority, and set aside money for 
the Communications group to use for this. 

The Communications Group set a target. 
If 60 per cent of the mothers knew about 
this service, they would have succeeded. 
First, the group stopped 50 mothers in the 
shopping mall and asked them what the 
church provided for them. Only seven 
(14%) mentioned the service. The Group 
then designed a campaign lasting four 
weeks. Posters went up in shops, local 
schools, playgroups, etc. They got an 
interview in the local paper. They put an 
advert on the independent local radio. They 
printed invitation cards for current Mums 
& Toddlers members to give to their friends. 
Result? When they stopped another 50 
mothers at the end of the campaign, they 
found that 32 (64%) of them mentioned the 
service. Attendance went up, and the church 
felt really good about its witness. 


Put Your Mission on Air 

A portable broadcast radio station is 
available on loan from the Media Trust. 
Using the new restricted licence, you 
can now run an FM Radio Station 24 
hours a day for up to 4 weeks. With 
news, interviews, What's-on and 
information that your Church wants 
people to hear, it can have a huge impact 
on your Church's mission. Contact the 
Media Trust at Church House, Oxford. 


THE GREAT 


DEAL 

BUY 5 UPVC WINDOWS 
AND GET 1 DOOR FREE 

(other combinations available) 

• ESPAGNOLETTE MULTI POINT SECURITY LOCKING 

• NO HIDDEN EXTRAS 

• NO SALESMEN 

• 28mm HERMITICALLY SEALED UNITS 

• 10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

• ESTABLISHED FAMILY BUSINESS 

• HIGH QUALITY PRODUCT 

• FULLY REINFORCED 

• INTERNALLY GLAZED 



IF YOU CAN FIND THE SAME PRODUCT FOR LESS MONEY WE 
WILL REFUND THE DIFFERENCE! 



20 Crown Street, Brentwood, Essex CM 14 4BA 


Chichester Theological 
College 

Springboard and The 
Anglican Institute 

Fourth International Clergy Conference 
and Workshop on Evangelism 

COMMUNICATING THE GOSPEL 
IN A POST-CHRISTIAN WORLD 

Restructuring the Church for Evangelisation 
16th August-27th August 1993 
Chichester Theological College 


Bishop Michael Marshall 
Canon Michael Green 
Canon Peter Atkinson 
Frank Field, M.P. 

Bishop Edward L. Salmon Jr. 


Speakers 

Bishop Hugh Montefiore 
Bishop Morris Maddocks 
The Revd David Winter 
The Revd Dr Tom Wright 
Canon David Atkinson 



Further details and brochure available from: 
The College Administrator 
^ Chichester Theological College 
1-1 Chichester, West Sussex P019 1SG 
Telephone: 0234 783369 
Fax: 0243 537702 



GOOD COMMUNICATION 

Good communication is not just about getting your church in 
the news, or running a good parish magazine. Good 
communication is also about building relationships, helping 
people to feel involved, leaving them feeling good about 
themselves and about God. 

Good communication in today's Church demands a fresh 
vision: a change of heart and mind not far removed from the 
repentance of the Gospels. For too long we have spent the 
majority of our communication resources on talking to 
ourselves, suffering the enemy's delusion that the world is not 
interested. The results of two years' Christmas advertising 
show, amongst other things, that the opposition is wrong. 

The church which has good Communication behaves as 
though the world is interested. It makes sure that people know 
about its services. It has a budget for Communication and 
works at promoting a clear message about its faith, its action 
and its worship. It spends time making sure that its own 
members are informed, listened to and engaged in its ministry. 

Above all good Communication is rooted in the prayer of the 
Church and the individual Christian. Its not just a matter of 
sharing messages about God. God Himself is the message, 
revealed in Jesus, present through the Spirit. We are the 
medium He uses to communicate His life to the world. 



Where you can get help 

1. Parish Magazines 

The Communications Office provides a support service for parish 
magazine editors. There is a syndicated news service for editors 
which comes out about four times a year ( let the Communications 
Office know if you'd like to go on the list). The Communications 
Officer also runs courses on Parish Magazine production and will 
visit your parish to support your team. 

2. Press and Media support 

The Diocesan Press Office will advise you on how best to get your 
Church's news story into the local media , and the Communications 
Officer is available to anyone who needs urgent help with press 
matters. 

3. Communications Consultancy and Training 

The Communications Officer is available to a limited number of 
parishes each year for more detailed consultancy and training in 
Communication issues. 

4. Media development 

We are partners in the Churches' Media Trust, which is developing 
new ideas and ways of bringing Christian witness to all areas of the 
media. 

5. Advertising 

The Diocese is at the forefront of recent developments in Christian 
Advertising, and the Communications Office can advise your Church 
on cost-effective advertising. 

For further information and a resource leaflet contact : 

The Diocesan Communications Office 
Diocesan Church House, 

North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB 
Tel: 0865 244566 




A reputation 
for 

excellence 


For Cathedral, Church or Home there is a Makin organ to 
every location and each budget. Traditionally designed 
consoles, computer controlled digital 
technology and many more exciting features 
combine to create classical. English voiced 
organs capable of performing the whole 
classical organ repertoire at prices starting 
at less than €4,300. 


For your information pack on all Makin Organs and details 
of assessment and demonstration services, please contact: 
Makin Organs Ltd, Classical Organ Centre, 

Franklin Street, Oldham, Lancs OLI 2DP 
Tel: 06 1 -b2o 5bbb Fax: Ob I -6b5 2284 


A n the quest for excellence in Classical Church Organs, 
Makin have developed their range of instruments in 
Standard, Custom and Special Series models, 
encompassing tab and drawstop consoles of the highest 
calibre, at unbeatable prices. 


Makin were 
privileged to be 
invited by Salisbury 
Cathedral, to provide 
a suitable. English 
voiced organ, whilst 
major renovation 
work is carried out to 
the pipe organ. The 
Makin MD455 
(pictured opposite I 
now supports the 
Cathedrals music programme. 


Tel: 0277 222201 - 0850 565510 - 24 hours 






Advertisement feature 



BEREAVEMENT 

COUNSELLING 

Sympathetic, confidential treatment for 
emotional and psychological problems 
associated with bereavement. 

Contact: Dr Chris Saunders 

P.H.D., Comb, Cert, Couns, C.S.C.T. 

Telephone: (0865) 62911 


FOR ALL TYPES OF LEGAL WORK 
INCLUDING WILLS AND PROBATE 

Contact: 

D.A. BORLAND & CO 

SOLICITORS 



Now expanded from the West Country 


HELPCARE SERVICES 

Companion/Care Agency provides mature, friendly 
staff to assist elderly/disabled people in their own 
homes. Daily and weekly rates. 

Please contact: 

Mrs Sandy Yeadon on 0367 87697 
Hill Farm, Buckland, Oxon SN7 8QJ 


Planning for the Inevitable 

The uncertainty that, when the need arises (as it inevitably must), relatives 
and friends will accurately recall and interpret your wishes and that there 
will be sufficient funds immediately available to cover the cost of funeral 
arrangements is a concern that at some time will become familiar to us all. 

It is a common misconception that a Will takes care of all these details 
and whilst it is important that a Will is made to ensure your estate is settled 
as you intend, remember that a Will is not normally reviewed until after the 
funeral arrangements have been carried out. 

Increasing numbers of Funeral Directors nationwide now regard funeral 
planning as an integral part of their services. Pre-paid Funeral Plans are 
already established as a caring and responsible way of making funeral 
arrangements in the USA, Europe and Australia and are now available in the 
UK. 

Pre-paid Funeral Plans allow you to select the funeral arrangements and 
Funeral Director of your choice with the added benefit of being inflation 
proof with the cost fixed at today’s price. 

Few people realise the difficulty of making decisions immediately follow- 
ing the loss of a loved one, and unless they have been involved in making 
arrangements before, exactly how many decisions must be made and how 
little time there is available to collect the necessary information. “If only we 
had talked about this and clarified arrangements beforehand” is a comment 
often made to Funeral Directors by bereaved families. 

With families living even further apart and in some cases moving abroad 
it is not unusual for children or relatives to purchase a Plan on behalf of an 
elderly or infirm relative or parent. 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans are not normally regarded as forming part of a 
person’s assets or estate and therefore in some circumstances may enable 
the Plan holder to claim benefits for which they may otherwise not qualify. 

It is important to distinguish between Pre-Paid Funeral Plans and 
Insurance based Funeral Expenses Plans. Insurance based plans do not detail 
your funeral arrangements nor do they guarantee to cover the cost. When 
selecting a Pre-Paid Funeral Plan it is important to establish the following:- 

1 . Are you able to select the Funeral Director and the funeral arrangements 
of your choice? 

2. Is the Plan nationally available, and transferable should you wish to move 
home? 

3. Are you able to pre-pay for all of the arrangements selected with no more 
to pay at the time of need? 

4. Is the Funeral Plan Company’s Trust Fund a seperate legal entity over- 
seen by Independent Actuaries? 

5. Does the Plan guarantee that should the inevitable occur whilst on holiday 
or visiting family or friends within mainland UK your arrangements will 
be carried out by your selected Funeral Director without incurring further 
costs? 

Above all a Pre-Paid Funeral Plan provides peace of mind for yourself 
and your family, that whenever and wherever the need occurs everything 
has been taken care of. 


The most 
thoughtful 
decision 
you 'll ever 
make .... 



W Pre-Paid Funeral pi 


Don't leave your family and friends uncertain of your wishes 


GOLDEN CHARTER PLANS GUARANTEE 

Acceptance irrespective of age or health plus : 


CHOICE • Funeral Director • Funeral Plan 
OF • Flexible Payment Options • 

INFLATION • Plan fixed at today's price - 
PROOF no matter how much costs rise 


ABINGDON 

Edward Carter 
Funeral Directors 
0235 528293/ 
520958 

AYLESBURY 

Heritage & Sons Ltd 
0296 28638 
K.Y. Green 
029682041 
Sheffield Funerals 
029682160 

BUCKINGHAM 

Heritage & Sons Ltd 
Buckingham 813188 

GREAT 

MISSENDEN 

H. J. & A. Wright Ltd 
02406 3101/7 


AVAILABLE • From over 1,000 Independent 
NATIONWIDE Family Funeral Directors offices 

PEACE • Knowing everything is taken care 
OF MIND of and the arrangements secure . 


TO RECEIVE OUR FREE BROCHURE WITH PRICE DETAILS 

FREEPHONE 0800 833 800 


or post completed coupon to: 

GOLDEN CHARTER 
FREEPOST LONDON, NW1 OYP 

Your local Independent Funeral Director will be 
pleased to advise you. Please telephone or call at their 
offices or contact our Freephone for details. 

I — Recommended by the Society of Allied and Independent Funeral Directors (S.A.I.F.) — I 


NAME . 




ADDRESS ; 


$ A \ * , 

if- 


POST CODE TEL. NO 

By using this advertisement to make families aware of our services it is inevitable that 
| we reach homes in which there is illness or sorrow. If this is so please accept our sincere apologies 


ALL ENQUIRIES TREATED IN THE STRICTEST CONFIDENCE 


HIGH WYCOMBE 

Heritage & Sons Ltd 
High Wycombe 
525315 

TADLEY 

Geoffrey Church 
& Company 
0734 814420 

THATCHAM 

Geoffrey Church 
& Company 
0635 868444 

WINSLOW 

Heritage & Sons Ltd 
Winslow 713341 


E. FENNEM0RE 
& SON 

FUNERAL 

DIRECTORS 

EST. OVER 100 YEARS 

A family business offering 
a caring reverent service 
throughout Milton Keynes, 
Newport Pagnell, Olney 
and surrounding area. . 
Work carried out to a very 
high standard. 

32 Western Road 
Bletchley. 

Tel: Milton Keynes 690060 

19 Scott Drive 
Newport Pagnell 
Tel: Milton Keynes 211669 

also at Olney 
telephone: (0234) 713648 

Private Chapel 
Memorials Erected 


CO-OPERATIVE I 

guncrol -Sertrftc 

Offices and 
Chapels of Rest 

HENDRED STREET, 
OXFORD ROAD, 
COWLEY, OXFORD 

Telephone: OXFORD 
(0865) 748855 

Also at 

21a West St Helens Street, 
Abingdon. 

Tel: 0235-554589 
6 The Market Place, Didcot. 
Tel: 0235-512266 
8 High Street, Thame. 

Tel: 0844-260067 
The Cemetery Lodge, Tower 
Hill, Witney. 

Tel: 0993-706778 

Our fully Trained and Competent 
Staff are 

@ available to deal 
with all problems 
that arise in a 
bereavement 



Has your salary or pension been 
halved in the last two years? 

If you have suffered redundancy you may well say yes! - but few people in regular 
employment could survive such a reduction in income without protest. 

Investment income from Building Society and Bank interest has dropped substan- 
tially and you should consider the alternatives, after allowing a few thousand pounds 
for contingencies. 

What are the most poular alternatives? 

“With Profit Bonds” are a low risk investment in the multi million pound funds held 
by major insurance companies such a Prudential, Axia Equity & Law and National 
Provident. Bonus (which may vary) is added on a daily basis and currently ranges 
between 7.5% and 10.5% after tax. This may be taken as monthly income if required. 

A further bonus may be payable if investment returns are good and in normal cir- 
cumstances your capital is protected, but Companies reserve the right to impose 
penalties on encashment if investment conditions are poor. 

PERSONAL EQUITY PLANS have become a very useful investment although 
suffering a bad reputation in the early years through poor stockmarket performance 
at the time they were launched. 

Reduce the risk to capital by using funds which do not invest solely in shares and 
monthly tax free income can range from 5% upwards, with 10% still possible from 
some PEPs. Higher income means less chance of capital growth, and unit values may 
rise or fall at any time. 

Fund managers James Capel claim that £10,000 invested in their Income Fund 10 
years ago would be worth £43,435 now. In addition to total income over the period 
of £12,355! Add in the recent Tax advantages of PEPs and these figures would look 
better still. 

The same £10,000 in a building Society High Income account would have pro- 
duced £8735 in income over the 10 years. 

BUSINESS EXPANSION SCHEMES can offer over 20% returns within one year 
for higher rate tax payers with the new loan back facility with very low risk ratings. 
You many contact me for Independent advice and details of my reduced charges for 
readers on 0922 29374, or consult your own Independent Financial Adviser. 
Frank Dennis Investment Services, 80 Lincoln Road, Walsall WS1 2DQ 

For more details see our advertisement and fill in the coupon on page 15 of 
li The Door ” 


DESPERATE? ALONE? SUICIDAL? 


0 The. 
Samaritans 


Phone (24 hours) 

FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Amersham 432000 
Bracknell 55556 
Banbury 270000 
Milton Keynes 667777 
Newbury 42452 
Oxford 722122 
Reading 505505 
Slough 531011 



Will your only legacy 
be upset, confusion 
and paperwork? 

Without a Will, your wishes could count for 
nothing. 

Without a Will, the State could take everything. 

Without a Will, your family could lose out. 

Without a Will, the tax office could easily benefit. 

Without a Will, you can’t remember your friends. 

Without a Will, you can’t remember Christian Aid. 

Without a Will, life may be difficult for those 
close to you. 

Without a Will, life may be impossible for those 
far away. 


If you would like to find out how easy it is to make a Will, send for 
our free new booklet ‘A Will to Care’ to Christian Aid. Freepost, 
London SEI 7YY or phone Glenn McWatt, 071-620 4444 ext 2226. 

Name Mr./Mrs./Ms./Miss ■ 

Address 

Postcode 

Registered Charity No. 2S8003. DRNPI 1 1 


Christian Aid 
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Fairer Trading 

Christian Aid Week May 17-22 


Drink a fair cup 
of coffee! 


Buying and sellin g - 

A fair or foul deal? 



This is the picture that appears on the Christian Aid poster 
which is captioned: These friends drink Cafedirect happily , 
knowing the pickers of this coffee have decent conditions. It is 
the first fairly traded supermarket coffee. 


N o one seems to have all 
they want all of the 
time, and the most uni- 
versal and acceptable way to put 
that right is through an exchange 
system. You find someone who 
has what you want. You have 
what they want and an exchange 
takes place. 

My son was ill last year and 
was admitted to the Milton Key- 
nes hospital with meningitis, and 
it was a great relief when the 
illness subsided. For my wife 
and I, it was a trying time as we 
took it in turns to keep vigil at his 
bedside. 

One of the more relaxing mo- 
ments for me was when I visited 
a car boot sale just outside the 
hospital. There were many peo- 
ple there with stalls selling bric- 
a-brac, and just walking around 
and looking at the various stalls 
helped me to feel less anxious. 


“In 1992, British shop- 
pers are going to spend 
almost £400 billion on 
personal goods and 
services....Nearly every 
penny we spend goes into 
the tills of businesses...By 
choosing one product 
over another we send sig- 
nals through the market, 
signals that support com- 
panies who make the 
products we favour. This 
is consumer power. 9 ’ 
(Shopping for a Better 
World: A Quick and Easy 
Guide to Socially Respon- 
sible Shopping) 


I struck a few bargains in the 
market, and I was very pleased 
with myself.. They included a 
few children ’s books I could read 
to my son in his sick bed while he 
was convalescing. I was familiar 
with the sort of books he was 
interested in, and was lucky to 
find some there. There I was (the 
buyer) face to face with the sell- 
er, and we could haggle over 


Moussa Conteh, the 
Christian Aid Area 
Co-ordinator for the 
Chiltems, invites 
us to shop for a 
fairer world 


prices until we were both satis- 
fied. Through my work for Chris- 
tian Aid, and coming as I do 
from a ‘ Third World ’ country, 
I am only too well aware of the 
web-like structure which holds 
our two worlds together — the 
Third World which is my home, 
and the so called ‘First World’ 
which dominates the relation- 


ship. One of the most intricate 
aspects of the relationship between 
these two worlds in trade, the pro- 
duction and exchange of com- 
modities. It has gone on for centu- 
ries, but by design and implemen- 
tation it does no favour to the 
Third World. In fact, it is a no-win 
situation for the poor in the Third 
World. 

This situation is what some writ- 
ers have described as ‘structural 
violence’; it does not draw blood, 
but it maims and cripples commu- 
nities and confines them to mere 
existence. This to some of us is 
also a violation of human rights, 
denying all the communities of 
the Third World access to basic 
decent human living. 


What can Christian Aid and 
its supporers do about this huge 
global problem? Not much, pes- 
simists would say. But in fact, 
quite a lot can be done. So for 
the next two years Christian 
Aid will be focusing on the 
theme of trade. We aim to work 
with our supporters to promote 
fairer trade practices, and to use 
our purchasing power to influ- 
ence positive change in favour 
of the Third World producers. 

The first commodity we are 
promoting is Cafedirect, which 
is not just another brand of cof- 
fee but coffee that returns a bit 
more to the producers. The cof- 
fee has the ‘FAIRTRADE 
MARK’ guaranteeing that it has 


been produced under acceptable 
ethical conditions. Other produc- 
tions bearing that trademark are 
going to appear on our shelves 
before the end of this year — but 
we all need to persuade the man- 
agement of our local shops to 
stock fairly traded goods, and to 
make sure that our request car- 


ries some reasonable weight. 

# Further reading: Shopping for 
a Better World : A Quick and 
Easy Guide to Socially Respon- 
sible Shopping ( Kogan Page, 
£4.99);77i<? Global Consumer: 
Best buys to Help the Third World 
by Phil Wells and Mandy letter 
(Gollancz, £5.99); A Raw Deal — 
Trade and the World's Poor by 
Peter Madden (Christian Aid, 
£3.99). 

Moussa Conteh was bom in 
Sierra Leone where for teny ears 
he worked as head of a Church- 
based rural development pro- 
gramme funded partly by Chris- 
tian Aid. He was also an over- 
seas partner of Christian Aid. 
He is available for comments 
about this article and about his 
experiences in grassroots rural 
development. 

What’s On during 
Christian Aid Week 

Saturday, May 15. Free cups of Cafe- 
direct in front of the New Road Baptist 
Church, Oxford City centre. Packets of 
coffee for sale. Also in Oxford from 
9.30 am- 1.30 am annual sale of plants, 
cakes and bric-a-brac and clothes at 
Wesley Memorial Hall, New Inn Hall 
Street and of cakes, jams, books plants 
and quality books at Summertown 
Church Hall, Portland Road from 2- 
4pm. There will also be a Hunger Lunch 
at noon at All Saints’ Church House, 
New High Street in Headington, to raise 
funds and awareness. 

Sunday, May 16. Feeding the 5,000 in 
the University Parks, Oxford from 3- 
5pm. Fun, activities and a shared picnic. 
Saturday, May 22. Chinnor’s Icknleld 
Way Run starts 10am, St Andrew’s 
Church Hall. More information on page 
23. 

This is only a very small selection of the 
events taking place. Further details from 
the Oxford and Berkshire Christian Aid 
Area office: 0865 251222 or the Bucks 
Area Office: 0908 261352. 


Alternative trade brings benefits 


As international trade between the countries 
of North and South has brought few benefits 
for most people in the South, so interest is 
growing in ‘alternative trade’ . This activity 
has also brought results, and offers the hope of 
a better deal from international trade for many 
in the developing world. 

Alternative trade mostly takes the form of 
non-governmental, alternative trading organ- 
isations (ATOs) (including Church-based 
groups) in the North, buying goods from pro- 
ducer groups in the South who are paying 
their members a reasonable price for what 
they produce. The ATO then sells goods 
through shops, mail order, churches etc, some- 
times, but not always, at slightly higher prices 
than would normally apply. 

Some alternative trade products, such as 
Cafedirect, a coffee from producers in Mexico 
and Cost Rica, are now available in supermar- 
kets. 

There are several hundred ATOs in the coun- 
tries of the North — 130 in the United States 
alone — with a combined annual turnover of 
around £250 million a year. Although some 
ATOs have developed from Churches and aid 
agencies, all normally operate as independent 
businesses. 

The products they buy and sell typically 
include crafts, both decorative and utilitarian; 
furnishings, textiles, clothing, household goods 
and foodstuffs, particularly coffee and tea. 
Some ATOs extend their range by selling non- 
Third World goods such as recycled paper. 
Sales channels also vary: shops, mail order, 


by John Madeley 


local churches and groups account for the 
bulk of the sales. 

Oxfam Trading was the first and is the 
largest ATO in Britain; its products are pur- 
chased at a fair price from producer groups in 
developing countries, and sold through 800 
local Oxfam shops and also through mail 
order catalogues. 

The Gateshead-based Traidcraft was set up 
in 1979 and initially took over, by agreement, 
part erf the business of Tearcraft, an arm of 
Tearfund. Traidcraft aims to help people in 
developing countries to work their own way 
out of poverty. 

“We use the phrase ‘Acting in love and 
justice’,” says Traidcraft worker Graham 
Young. “This reflects our Christian roots, but 
it is also a useful way of describing the 
general concept.” Traidcraft sees its work as 
a “response to God’s call to ‘bring good news 
to the poor, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
to set the downtrodden free’. It is a commit- 
ment to showing there is an alternative way to 
trade, that rejects self-interest and promotes 
justice.” 

Christian Aid helped Traidcraft financially 
in the early years of its work; it now sends its 
supporters Traidcraft’s mail order catalogue 
at regular intervals. In turn, Traidcraft gives 
Christian Aid ten per cent of the value of 
orders received from sales that result in this 
way. Traidcraft has local representatives who 


are happy to arrange for stalls in churches 
(in case of difficulty contact Traidcraft, 
Kingsway, Gateshead, NE11 ONE ). 

‘The Fairtrade Foundation’ was launched 
recently; this intends to award a ‘fairtrade 
mark’ to products from developing coun- 
tries that are giving producers a decent 
return. Typhoo tea is the first product to be 
awarded the mark. Watch out for the label 
‘caring for tea and our tea pickers’. 

Alternative trade is bringing benefits to 
producers in the developing world, and is a 
powerful symbol of fairer, less exploitive 
way of trading. Buying products that have 
been traded in alternative ways or which 
carry the fairtrade mark is one of the best 
ways in which shoppers in Britain can 
show their support for a fairer international 
trading system. 

John Madeley is a General Synod member 
and a Reader. He is also the author of 
Trade and the Poor: the impact of interna- 
tional trade on developing countries (In- 
termediate Technology Publications , 
£10.95). 


Cafedirect 

Cafedirect is now on sale in most 
branches of WAITROSE, at 
many CO-OPS and at some 
smaller shops. Also through 
TRAIDCRAFT representatives. 


•x 
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) WESTMINSTER COLLEGE OXFORD 


A new series for Summer term 1993 


What every parent and teacher should 


know about ... 

What’s going on in Religious Education in the 1990’s 15 May 


Taking School Assemblies 22 May 

Child Abuse: Some Significant Perspectives 5 June 

Muslims and Schools in Britain 26 June 

What Should Children Read? 3 July 

Teaching very able and less able Children 17 July 


Saturdays 10am-3pm at Westminister College 

Send for details to: Rachel Surman, 
Westminster College, OXFORD OX2 9 AT 

Name:.:..l 

Address: 

: J 



Help to safeguard the 

Book of Common Prayer 

for this and future generations: 

Join the 

Prayer Book Society 

Details from the Branch Secretaiy: 

Miss Prudence Dailey 

15 Northfield Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 9EW 
Telephone : (0865) 66023 


Going to seaside towns, stately 
homes, beautiful countryside? 
Trying out new pursuits? 

Why not do it all in the 
heart of Lancashire! 

Self Catering Holiday Rooms 
and Apartments. Single rooms 
from £60, apartments £160 per 
week. Discounts for party 
bookings. 

Free brochure from 
Department C, 
Accommodation Services, 
University of Central 
Lancashire, Preston PR1 2HE, 
Tel: 0772-892520. 

Fax: 0772-892945 


What are 

YOU DOING 
THIS 

SUMMER? 


UNIVERSITY 

OF CENTRAL 

LANCASHIRE 




THE ABBEY 


SUTTON COURTENAY 

Abingdon , 

Oxon 0X14 4AF 


MAY 

7-9 Poetry and Storytelling: a 
creative workshop drawing on 
different faiths and cultures 

— Prof. Hasan Askari and 
Shaun Ryan 

16-29 Art at the Abbey: exhibition 
and events 

30 Abbey Open Day 
JUNE 

19 Are you sitting 
comfortably?: Training for Group 
Leadership in the Church — 

Rev. Leighton Thomas 

20 Radical Christianity and the 
Roots of the Green Movement — 
Peter Cox 


For information on these and many other 
Seminars, Workshops and Retreats, 
please call (0235) 847401 or send Sae 
to: The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay, 
Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4AF 
Registered Charity No. 279687 


WHAT IS YOUR 
POTENTIAL 
IN YOURSELF AND 
YOUR CHRISTIAN 
LIFE? 

Find out through: 

• CREATIVE WORSHIP AND 

• EXPLORATORY WORK- 
SHOPS 


WHEN? 

Fri 27th - Mon 30th August 1 993 

WHERE? 

Green Park Centre, Aston 

Clinton, Bucks. 

(ACHILD-PRQOE 

ENVIRONMENT) 

in Woodland with recreational 

facilities. 


HOW MUCH? 
£57pp: dep £6 
Families 
special rate 


CONTACT; 


Mr/Mrs Laken 


0296-631132 






10 The DOOR, May 1993 


From the 
Bishop 
of Reading 

There is nothing like putting 
on a parachute to bring your 
past before you, and force you 
to consider the uncertainties 
of the future. 

I had never been in a small 
aircraft before, and the instruc- 
tions about how to bail out 
were soon forgotten as we flew 
high above the spring coun- 
tryside. The Thames, a silver 
snake; the ancient Ridgeway, 
a shadow on the landscape; 
the towns and villages of the 
Vale of the White Horse like 
dolls’ houses below. There is 
a sense of unreality about hu- 
man life from 3,000 feet, par- 
ticularly when you leave it far 
behind during a loop, and look 
at it from upside down. 

We are so often immersed in 
the practicalities of everyday 
existence, that we fail to grasp 
the vision of the whole. The 
present moment pre-occupies 
us, and we do not see it in the 
context of the past or against 
the promise of the future. The 
breathtaking changes in near- 
ly every department of our 
lives, brought about by polit- 
ical, economic and social forc- 
es, unsettle us. Nothing seems 
secure any more, so we focus 
on the immediate and risk 
nothing. 

And, as it is for the individ- 
ual, so it is for the Church. For 
many congregations, it is a 
question of holding on tight 
and hoping that if the engine 
fails, at least the parachute 
will work. The danger is that 
instead of looking at the land- 
scape, we shall see little fur- 
ther than the parish boundary; 
instead of considering the 
needs of the world in which 
we are set, we shall focus on 
our own; instead of giving 
generously in response to 
God’s love, we shall hold on 
tight to what we have; instead 
of sharing the Good News, we 
shall stay inside our Church 
walls. 

The call of Jesus was, and is, 
to enter a Kingdom in which 
our accepted ideas and expec- 
tations are turned upside 
down. It’s amazing what the 
world looks like from that 
perspective. Try living dan- 
gerously. 

John Bone 


Do we need another revolution? 



# 


The year the Beatles launched their first LP, Bishop John 
Robinson launched Honest to God . But has popular theology 
got stuck in the sixties? Do we dare to follow where Robinson 
left off? Vincent Strudwick looks back on annus mirabilis 1963 


Vincent Strudwick pictured as he celebrated the Eucharist ‘over the kitchen table ’ with a 
group of youngsters studying Honest to God in the summer of 1963 


M ost people of my gen- 
eration — and even 
those a decade young- 
er — can remember where they 
were when President Kennedy 
was assassinated in 1963. In those 
days, I could just about look as- 
cetic with the help of a little 
make-up, and I was on the stage 
of a theatre playing Sir Thomas 
More in Robert Bolt’ s play, A 
Man for All Seasons. But can 
you remember where you were 
when Honest to God was pub- 
lished in March of that year? 

No, of course not, nor can I, 
although the Assistant Editor of 
the SCM Press can remember 
watching bowler-hatted men at 
the central W H Smith bookstall 
at Waterloo Station queuing for 
copies. 

Million seller 

A million were sold before the 
end of the decade. In fact, the 
publication caused a series of 
cumulative explosions as the 
book seized popular imagina- 
tion. Why on earth was this? In 
order to understand it, we have 
to think back to the sixties, and in 
particular the year 1963, and what 
was happening. Philip Larkin 
wrote: 

Sexual intercourse began 
in 1963 

(which was rather late 
for me) - 

between the end of the 

Chatterley ban 

And the Beatles* first LP. 

In that heady atmosphere, any- 
thing seemed possible — even 
God — and when someone ap- 
peared to be making God avail- 
able, he was interesting. 

I had a kind of preview of what 
John Robinson was up to when I 
showed him round Kelham 
Chapel, a little before Honest to 


God. He peered at the wonderful 
bronze figures of Jesus on the 
cross, and Mary and John shad- 
owed under the big dome of the 
chapel. “It’s rather difficult to 
see,” he said. I made some pious 
remark about it being meant to 
be obscure because it was say- 
ing something about a mystery 
(I was very young at the time.) 
“But aren’t we meant to pene- 
trate the mystery ?” he replied. 
Humbled, I turned on the spot- 
light. And I suppose that is ex- 
actly what John Robinson did — 
he turned the spotlight on God. 

Written very quickly and with- 


out the benefit of a library, while 
John was recovering from back 
trouble, Honest to God never- 
theless drew on his accumulated 
New Testament learning from 
Bultmann, Bonhoeffer, and 
Tillich among others. It wasn’t 
that people really thought of God 
as a benign old man in the sky, 
but the mindset was still supra- 
natural. Robinson tried to show 
in language that ordinary people 
would understand that the New 
Testament was attempting to 
express what he called “the real 
depth, dimension and signifi- 
cance of the historical event of 


Jesus Christ But to do this, 
much of the old imagery had to 
be de-mythologised. 

People started de-mythologis- 
ing. They read his chapter on 
‘Worldly Holiness’, in which 
prayer is set out not so much as 
reflective withdrawal, but as a 
way of letting God into our rela- 
tionships. “Intercession is to be 
with another at that depth (of 
ultimate concern) whether in si- 
lence or compassion or action; it 
may consist simply in listen- 
ing....” And there was a chapter 
on ‘The New Morality’ which 
has a paragraph heading, ‘Noth- 
ing prescribed - except love’ . 
That certainly caught the mood 
of the sixties. 

People were excited. He 
shocked or startled people into 
thinking and talking about God 
in the open streets, and at week- 
ends people went on conferenc- 
es to share the excitement of 
their discoveries. Many came to 
Kelham and for them (and for 
us) it was like a new Reforma- 
tion. We were trying to under- 
stand old truths in a way that 
really made sense to us — and to 
learn how to communicate them. 


SPACE FOR PRAYER 


Being Honest to God 


O God, I am hellishly angry; I think so-and- 
so is a swine; I am tortured by worry about 
this or that; I am pretty certain that I have 
missed my chances in life; this or that has left 
me feeling terribly depressed. But nonethe- 
less here I am like this, feeling both bloody 
and bloody-minded, and I am going to stay 
here for ten minutes. You are most unlikely 


to give me anything. I know that. But I am 
going to stay here for ten minutes none- 
theless. 

A prayer by Harry Williams who was Dean 
of Trinity College , Cambridge , in the 1960s. 
He later became a monk. Taken from The 
Fount Book of Prayer edited by Robert Van 
de Weyer. 


We were thinking through 
what this said about us as per- 
sons and our relationships; we 
felt we had freedom to test out 
new patterns of behaviour which 
reflected both the Gospel and the 
new age; and we focused all this 
by offering Eucharist together 
‘over the kitchen table in the 
open air if we could (see photo), 
with guitars, with spontaneous 
‘made-up’ prayers, and without 
ornaments or vestments. 

I am still convinced that for 
this generation of youngsters 
Honest to God made all the 
difference. Those who have been 
excited didn’t just stick with 
Robinson’s ideas, but did and do 
continue in the habit of theolog- 
ical thinking that has helped the 
Church to change so profoundly 
over the last 30 years. 

Church decline 

But the Church did not only 
change — it shrank. In 1969, 
John Robinson himself published 
an article in New Christian enti- 
tled ‘The Dramatic Dip’. In the 
same period as a million copies 
of Honest to God were sold, 
Anglican Confirmations fell by 
32.5%. And Baptisms, Confir- 
mations, Ordinations and Church 
Marriages have continued to 
dwindle ever since. Of course 
there must be a connection, but it 
is not clear what that connection 
actually is. 

Help or hindrance? 

Did the book hasten the de- 
cline or did it help to rescue 
many from a drop-out that would 
have been even greater as the 
changes of the sixties swept the 
country ? 

As one would expect, the 
Church Establishment found 
John Robinson uncomfortable, 
but perhaps the trouble is not that 
he did what he did — but that 
more haven’t continued to do it 
in a similarly illuminating way 
in subsequent decades. 

Being stuck in the 1960s is as 
bad as being stuck in the 1660s. 
Robinson was trying to show us 
something about the process of 
‘doing theology ’ and the contin- 
uing reformation of the Church. 
There is no rest for the wicked! 

Canon Vincent Strudwick is 
Principal of the Oxford Ministry 
Course. For 15 years he was a 
monk at Kelham. 



CALLING ALL 
>Zn OVER 50S 

Come and have a great 
holiday at 

Brighstone Holiday Centre 

The small friendly centre on the beautiful 
Isle of Wight 

SUPERB VALUE 

* Return coach travel from your own area - fares + VAT 

* Excellent entertainment every day and evening 

* Three meals a day with waitress service 

* Indoor heated swimming pool - Aqua aerobics 
* Bingo competitions and dancing every night 

* Carpeted chalets, heated and with tea making facilities, 
wash basins and private toilets. Some with showers 
For brochure and details phone now on 

0983 740244 

Special rates for clubs and parties 





ovum** 


SPECIAL SUMMER REDUCTIONS 

Picking up in 
Oxford 22/5 29/5 14/8 21/8 

£20 OFF Brochure Price! 

Your complete holiday package to include transport to 
and from the centre, full board, centrally heated 
chalets, fun packed entertainment programme with live 
evening shows. 

Special rates for clubs and groups. 

For free brochure and details 

DON’T DELAY CALL 
TODAY 
0263 721553 



HOLIDAYS FOR THE OVER 


HEADLANDS HOTEL AA/RAC** 

Ashley Courtenay and Les Routiers recommended 

ENJOY A SHORT BREAK 

Where Snowdonia meets the sea. Superb views and renowned cuisine 
Ideal for busy churchworkers Monday - Friday £112.00 

Magnificent views of sea and Snowdonia, relax and enjoy Headlands, quiet elegance 
Telephone today for a brochure Llandudno (0492) 877485. 


BEDDGELERT FOREST 

Campsite and Camping Ground 
Forest Enterprise, Beddgelert 
Gwynedd LL55 4UU 
Tel: (076 686) 288 

AA UK Camp Site of the Year 1988 

Camping among the trees in a forest/woodland environment. Situated in the heart of 
Snowdonia National Park, 5 miles south-west of Snowdon - climbing, fishing. Easy 
access to North Wales beaches, Caernarfon Castle, Fortmerion Italian -style village, 
Ffestiniog Railway. Facilities include Iu4i toilets, hot and cold water, shower; phone com 
boxes, shop and cafe, level pitches, electric hook-ups, fire precautions, resident warden. 
Open all year round. Reduced rates in Winter. Charges on appBcaton from the Warden. 
No advance booking. 
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Abortion - a plea for understanding 



I write in response to your ‘Side 
by Side’ article on abortion 
( March DOOR). I am fortunate 
enough to be in a secure, loving 
partnership where abortion is not 
an option I would ever have to 
consider; I would be supported 
and cared for whatever happened. 
However, as I read the article I 
became extremely angry. 

How very easy it is for us Chris- 
tians to jump on the ‘it is wrong 
to kill’ bandwagon approach to, 
abortion. I noticed that both 
women failed to recognise any 
responsibility of the man in the 
situation of an unwanted preg- 
nancy*. I cannot somehow imag- 
ine the majority of women un- 
dergoing an abortion without an 
incredible amount of thought 
about what they are doing. I ex- 
pect they carry the psychologi- 
cal effects of it around with them 
forever. 

The article made it sound as if 
women make the decision to have 
abortions with no more consid- 
eration than they would give to 
changing their method of con- 
traception. I feel that the Church 
cannot just make a “serious com- 
mitment to reducing the demand 
for abortion” without making 
serious demands to this govern- 
ment for adequate provision for 
people bom with mental and 
physical special needs, and peo- 
ple who are already struggling 
through a disgracefully inade- 
quate social care system. 

Finally, I found the second writ- 
er ’s question, “Do two wrongs 
ever make a right?” at the best 
naive, and at worst an unbeliev- 
able condemnation on women 
who have already suffered 
enough. I sincerely hope she 
never finds herself unwantedly 
pregnant. I hope and pray she 
would find true Christian com- 
passion, that did not pass judge- 
ment but offered her real hope, 
peace and unconditional love. 

Jane Swift 
Cuddesdon , Oxford 

A Vicar's 
Day 

Thank you for the pictorial arti- 
cle ‘All in a Vicar’s Day’ in the 
March issue of The DOOR. The 
whole article raised questions 
about the Church ’ s use of stipen- 
diary ministers. The crucial ques- 
tion of the 1990s for the Church 


is not who it should ordain, rath- 
er what it should do with those 
who are already ordained. 

I can easily relate to the ‘day’ 
as presented in the article: an 
endless dash between the trivial 
and the profound. An electrician 
up a ladder one minute, and the 
man of prayer the next. Within 
this frantic life there are the ever- 
pressing demands to complete 
‘the paperwork’ and ‘to visit’, 
but to what end? Many clergy- 
men and women are anxious 
about their role within the 
Church. Perhaps this is the rea- 
son for the dramatic fall in the 
numbers of clergy involved in 
parishes. Amongst the group of 
nine who were priested with 
myself in Lichfield Cathedral in 
1985, only four are still stipendi- 
ary priests working in parishes. 

The time has surely come for 
the Church of England to look 
seriously at the parish priest’s 
role and for parishes to ask: “Do 
we value these men and women 
of faith and commitment?” 

As a member of the Diocesan 
Synod, it is clear to me that given 
the present financial difficulties 
the number of clergy cannot con- 
tinue to be funded. What are the 
choices that the dioceses face? 
More amalgamation of parish- 
es? A real cut in stipends, with 
clergy forced to rely on a work- 
ingspouse or social security pay- 
ments? Parish share increasing 
twice or threefold? 

Now is surely the moment to 
recognise the clergy not as ‘ex- 
pensive’ but rather as the 
Church’s most valuable asset. A 
group of dedicated men and 
women, highly trained, with a 
willingness to act in the service 
of others, who should be freed to 
use their talents to the full. Per- 
haps now is the time to renew the 
clergy’s role as ‘overseer’ in the 
New Testament modes, with 
each parish responsible for its 
own ministry. 

The Revd Cameron Butland 

St John the Baptist, Bodicote 


Clerical 

Overtime 

I was appalled to read the article 
‘All in a Vicar’s day’. That you 
wished to inform readers of the 
long, busy day lived by the clergy 
is laudable. It is lamentable that 
such a day be held up to clergy and 
laity as the ‘model’ for ministry. 

Doctors, spiritual directors and 
even bishops have encouraged 
clergy to work sensible hours and 
fight against unreasonable pres- 
sure on family, friends and the 
self. I fear your praise of such a 
lifestyle may increase feelings of 
guilt in some clergy, and encour- 
age the unrealistic expectations of 
the laity. 

At a time when the Church 
should be speaking against ex- 
ploitation at work we, the Church, 
should lead by good example rath- 
er than imply that a ten hour (plus) 
working day is acceptable or a 
sign of holiness. 

The Revd DN Wales 
St Mary the Virgin, 
Weston Turville 

Supreme 

Governor 

I wish that I had the confidence 
that Sir James Cobban has in the 
continuing suitability of the Sov- 
ereign remaining Supreme Gov- 
ernor of the Church of England. I 
agree with him that history has 
shown that monarchs have a habit 
of leading profligate lives before 
they ascend the throne, if not af- 
terwards, but I think that there is a 
big difference between the past 
and present. We are more honest 
in the 20th century, and are less 
ready to turn a blind eye to situa- 
tions which do not match up to the 
Christian ideal. 

I am sure that I am not alone in 
being concerned about the possi- 
bilities which lie ahead of us. I 


suppose that it is conceivable 
that, if the present situation re- 
mains unchanged, the Church 
might be able to accept Charles 
as Supreme Governor. What, 
though, if he not only becomes 
divorced, but also married to 
someone else? Do we still sub- 
mit with a clear conscience? 

Disestablishment as an issue 
has been around for well over a 
century, but it may be that the 
present state of the Royal Fam- 
ily becomes the last straw which 
brings it about. If not, then I can 
foresee that many men and wom- 
en of conscience and faith will 
find that they have to part com- 
pany with that Church which 
they have known and loved, de- 
spite its irritations, all their lives. 

The Revd Peter Poole 
Chalfont St Giles 

Inter-faith 

worship 

I think that Anna Thomas-Betts’ 
article in the March DOOR is a 
sensible approach to the prob- 
lems of inter-faith worship. A 
basic principle should be that 
whatever our particular beliefs, 
we are all involved in an earthly 
pilgrimage seeking the way to 
God, which we can share with 
others. 

When serving with Indians in 
the Second World War, I found 
that although many were poor in 
material things, they were rich 
in the things that matter. Some 
of the best people I have known 
have been Hindus or Buddhists. 

So let us welcome them to 
inter-faith services, whether in 
our own temples or in those of 
others, where hopefully all may 
one day come to know Him who 
is the way, the truth and the life. 

Christopher Blake 
Charlbury 

One God 

I read with interest the corre- 
spondence in The DOOR aris- 
ing from my article. May I be 
allowed to make two points 
briefly? 

The first, about God and wor- 
ship, is that if we believe in One 
God, we have to accept that He 
hears all prayers, irrespective of 
how different people may ad- 
dress Him; of course what He 


does with those prayers (theirs or 
ours) is up to Him. Whether we 
stand side by side or not when 
making our common petitions is 
a matter of no consequence to 
Him — who is not limited by 
time or space — I suspect. 

The second point is that, per- 
sonally, I have no doubt about 
the absolute uniqueness of 
Christ; this, as your correspond- 
ents point out, derives from His 
Resurrection. 

However, it is logically ab- 
surd to insist that even those who 
do not believe in the Resurrec- 
tion should find Jesus unique — 
somewhat analogous to expect- 
ing a person bom blind to per- 
ceive that the picture on a colour 
TV is superior to that of a black- 
and-white set. 

Clearly, the way to convince 
others of the uniqueness of Jesus 
is to reveal the risen Christ to 
them. Let us do this sensitively 
and effectively, and ‘not only 
with our lips but in our lives’. 

Anna Thomas-Betts 
Langley , Slough 

Biblical 

Witness 

We are writing to say how sorry 
we were to see the article on the 
last page of the March issue of 
The DOOR, promoting in effect 
the ideals of pluralism (The Ab- 
bey Sutton Courtenay). It runs 
completely counter to the bibli- 
cal witness to the ultimacy, com- 
pleteness and sufficiency of Je- 
sus Christ as the revelation of 
God “in whom dwells all the 
fullness of the Godhead bodily”. 

Your correspondent Robin Wa- 
terfield badly misses the point; 
the argument is not between “we 
Christians” with our “narrow 
sectarianism” and “thoughtful 
members of other faiths”. God 
forbid; we come off very badly, 
historically speaking. But rath- 
er, it is between Jesus Christ and 
the faiths founded by others, and 
here we can surrender nothing. 

Revd Professor DC and Mrs 
GM Spanner 
Wantage 

Theological 

Euthanasia? 

Regarding your interesting 
March issue; I have to say that it 


is unacceptable for Bishop Gra- 
ham Leonard to allege that there 
is a “whole undermining of the 
faith” taking place, or for Keith 
Haydon to describe the Novem- 
ber 11 vote as “theological eu- 
thanasia”. 

I was confirmed 50 years ago 
and, like all my friends in the 
Movement for the Ordination of 
Women, I reject these jeremiahs 
and their implication that we have 
defaulted in our responsibility 
for catholic faith and order. 

There is nothing in the New 
Testament to say who should 
preside at Eucharist; and Article 
34 or our 39 explicitly asserts 
that “every particular or national 
church hath authority to ordain, 
change, and abolish ceremonies 
or rites of the Church ordained 
only by man’s authority”! 

Frank McManus 
Reader , St Mary ’s, 
Todmorden 

Responsible 

Sex 

As a recently appointed college 
chaplain, I read Sir James Cob- 
ban’s article on sex (In My View 
April 1993) with some interest. 

Ignorance — moral, emotion- 
al and sexual — still exists and 
as one of the college’s two HIV/ 
AIDS officers I am well aware 
of the need to inform students, 
not only of safer sex methods but 
of moral responsibility within 
relationships. 

Twenty-five years ago, or may- 
be less, college authorities would 
have banned the sale of contra- 
ceptives. Students at least can 
now make some choices them- 
selves. 

More worrying, I think, is Sir 
James’ attitude of underlying ir- 
responsibility. 

I am frequently impressed by 
the reserve and caution with 
which the younger generation 
face up to commitment and rela- 
tionships, and pleased that re- 
straint rather than recklessness 
usually marks this aspect of 
young people’s lives. 

So often it is the parents who 
do not know how to nurture and 
sustain the coming-to-awareness 
of their adult children. 

Rev Dr Nicholas Cranfield 
Selwyn College , Cambridge 


50’s — HOLIDAYS FOR THE OVER 50’s — HOLIDAYS 


New Forest CAMPING 



WELCOME TO THE NEW FOREST 


— an incomparable landscape of broad heathland, woodland glades, 
emerald lawn, lazy streams, oaks and beeches that number their years 
by centuries and even to this day two-thirds of the Forest remains 
unenclosed, its turf grazed close py ponies and cattle In exercise of 
common rights which date back more than nine hundred years. 

The facilities we offer for your comfort are: flush toilets, hot and cold 
water, hot showers, launderette facilities for the disabled and payphones. 

Enquiries and information — Camping ’93, Forestry Commission, 
Queen’s House, Lyndhurst, Hants S043 7NH. 

Tel: Lyndhurst (0703) 282207 

Outside office hours, recorded camping information 


HOLIDAYS — FRANCE AND SPAIN 

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, 
restaurant, supermarket etc. 

Ferries - Flights and Insurance arranged. 

New site for 1993 in the Dordogne. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 
For details: CONTACT G. F. Treherne, 

TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 

Tel: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 


CALLING ALL GATWICK FLYERS 

ARE YOU FLYING FROM GATWICK FOR A HOLIDAY IN '93'? 

If so book up now for your overnight stay. 

We can provide transport to and from the airport all of whjch is 
included in the cost. 

We can offer private facilities and free car parking 
Our rates remain the same - no increase 
Please contact 

GATWICK GROVE GUEST HOUSE 
Poles Lane, Lowfiehd Heath 
Crawley, West Sussex 
Tel: 0293 515795 


OVER 50? ... 

The come over to our 
place for a super break 


T TTXURY chalets 
S UPERB FOO D 

L EISURE centre 

EN TERTAINMENT 
FULL/HALF BOARD 


SUPERB VALUE 

seven day holidays from 

£193 each 

including «. U n. coach >nd tern 

fares and V A i 


The Savcy, set in 20 acres of glori- 
ous Isle of Wight countryside is the 
ideal place to enjoy a relaxing 
break. We have luxury chalets, en 
suite facilities, colour TV, radio plus 
tea and coffee makers. Our enter- 
tainment is excellent, there’s danc- 
ing to the band, bingo, competitions 
and cabarets. 

We have a modern leisure centre, 
indoor and outdoor pool, bowls, ten- 
nis and even archery. There are 
three restaurants, a full adult pro- 
gramme and the package includes 
return coach and ferrv fares and 
VAT. 

Coaches leave from Oxford. 

Dates available: 5th June; 17th 
July; 28th August. 

Call the Hotline for a brochure 
now 

0983-760355 

SAVOY COUNTRY CLUB 
YARMOUTH, ISLE OF WIGHT P041 ORJ 
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FURNITURE & FINE ART 
AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS 


Regular Sales — Specialist Buyers Notified 
Free Pre-Sale Advice 
Complete Contents to Single Items 


For valuation and sale of antiques and works of art — 
The Local Auctioneers with a National Reputation 
49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY, OXON 0X16 8PF 
TELEPHONE: (0295) 253197 FAX: (0295) 252642 
AND AT STREATLEY, BERKSHIRE 




CHRIST CHURCH 
CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 

Boys’ Preparatory and Pre-Preparatory School 

ASSESSMENT DAY 

8th May 


for 7-year-old entry in September 1993 
For further details, plase contact: 
Allan Mottram, Headmaster 
3 Brewer Street, Oxford 0X1 1QW 

(Tel: 0865 242561) 


Cotswold Wild Life Park 

Burford, Oxfordshire 
Tel: (0993) 823006 

A World of 
Wild Animals 

PLUS: 

• Adventure Playground 

• Picnic Area • Reptile House & Aquarium 

• Narrow Gauge Railway (April-Oct incl.) 

• Brass Rubbing Centre 

• Talks by Staff 

In 200 beautiful acres of gardens and woodland 
Open Daily from 10am to 6pm 

Midway between Oxford and Cheltenham 



R & R Auctions 


IMPORTANT TWO DAY AUCTION SALE 
On Friday April the 23rd and Saturday April 24th 
At 10am each day at Units 2 and 3 The Ideal Works, 
Victoria Road, Wellingborough, Northants 

Viewing for both sale sites Thursday 22nd April from 9am each day until 5pm. Also 
morning of sales throughout. Wellingborough is approximately 10 miles from 
junction 15 of Ml Motorway. 

Under instruction from Bell and Co cabinet and joinery workshop at Unit 3. Items 
include Wadkin UR Router, LS Router, Samco Pad Belt Sander, Wadkin 3 Metre 
CP Panel Saw, 5 Headed Moulder, EQ Spindle Moulder, Multico Tenoner, Encon 
Wall Saw, Woodbuming Boiler, DCE Dust Extractor, Compressor, Wadkin BRA 
Cross Cut Saw, Brookeman Dove Tailing Machine, Steam Cleaner, Wadkin DM 
Chisel Mortiser, Coronet Woodturning Lathe, Carpenters Wood Benches, Sash 
Cramps, Quantity of Timber, Cement Mixer, Scaffolding, Traitor, Bench and Pillar 
Drills ALSO Contents of Pattern Makers, Wadkin JTA Disc and Bobbin Sander, 
Wadkin Woodtuming Lathe, Wadkin Pattern Miller etc. Approximately 500 Lots. 

At Unit 2 

Under instruction from various local authorities, Northamptonshire Education 
Authority (County Courts and Private Vendors), Contents of Model Engineers 
Workshop, Private Collection of old toys including Tri-ang Toys, Pedal Cars, 
Japanese Tin Plate Toys, Bassett Lowke, Tootsietoy, Trix Trains, Dinky Pre-War 
and Post-War Toys, Corgi Toys, Wells Brimtoy, Gama Toys, Frog Planes. Biller 
Tin Plate Toys, Mamod Steam Toys, Bowman Toys, Contents of Gift Shop, Fancy 
Goods, Copper and Brassware, Dinner and Tea Sets, Prints, Various Power Tools 
and Mechanics Spanners etc, Myford Engineers Lathe, Blacksmiths Tools and 
Equipment, Milling Machine. Approximately 600 Lots. 

For Auction Catalogue send a cheque for £2.00 made payable to 
R. Warner, PO Box 25, Rushden, Northants, NN10 ONW 
Any person wishing to enter any items In the above sales please 
telephone 0933 442200 


UNIQUE NEW LOW COST PEW HEATING 
KEEPS THE CONGREGATION WARM 

m 



SERVITHERM 


* Slim and smart in appearance. 

* Easy to instal. 

* Colour coordinated. 

* Economical in use. 

* BE.A.B. approved. 

* Recommended by leading church insurers. Keep the 
congregation warm with these fit anywhere electric 


panel heaters. 

SERVITHERM, SERVITHERM HOUSE, 137 RINGWOOD 


ROAD, PARKSTONE, POOLE, DORSET BH14 OEH 
SALES OFFICE 0753 537333 FAX 0753 551050 



How green is yoi 


T he ‘curtilage’ of a 
church — usually a 
graveyard — is a spe- 
cialised piece of the environ- 
ment, which may have several 
uses besides being a setting for 
the building and a burial ground. 
It can provide an open space in 
a city centre, a haven for wild- 
life in an area of managed farm- 
land, a place of peace, a source 
of materials for the church flow- 
er arranger, a setting for wed- 
ding photographs, and an open 
space for church activities. 
Churchyards are specially im- 
portant today, when the sur- 
roundings have often been in- 
tensively manicured — if only 
because they have been used as 
open spaces for centuries, and 
have not been treated with her- 
bicides and insecticides. 

An open space in temperate 
lowlands, if left for long enough, 
will revert to woodland. This 
will happen to a churchyard if 
left to itself, so a scheme of 
management has to be devised 
which will be seemly for a bur- 
ial ground and also respect the 
God-given plants and animals 
which have a home there. 

Many churchyards are now 
managed for conservation, with 


areas set aside in which wildlife 
can thrive undisturbed. A 
churchyard conservation team 
would do well to begin by re- 
cording what there is to con- 
serve, because only then can a 
suitable method of care be 
worked out. Local naturalists 
would, I am sure, be willing to 
help with recording and also 
help and advise on management. 

Every surface is important, 
from the walls of the church 
itself, the memorials (where elu- 
sive lichens often reside beneath 
the wings of marble angels) to 
the gates of the churchyard, as 
well as hedges, trees and walls. 
Indeed, limestone tombstones 
may be the only habitat for lime- 
loving plants if your church is on 
the Oxford plain. 

Michael Staines 
The Revd Michael Staines is 
Rector of West Wycombe and 
the churchyard specialist on the 
Diocesan Advisory Committee 
for the Care of Churches. He 
and his wife are both keen natu- 
ralists and will together be lead- 
ing a three - evenings course on 
The Living Churchyard at St 
Lawrence ’s on May 10, June 14 
and July 12, 8 - 9.45pm . Cost 
£8, details from 0494 481550 


a chore 

mean a churchyard wilderness. Indeed, an overgrown habitat is inimi 
the characteristic churchyard species. Not a great deal of labour is mj 
maintain a churchyard which is neat but which shows a concern for it 
which is a rewarding place by any standards. It need not be one that c 
rarities, but simply one in which a naturally beautiful setting is cared 
sensitivity for the landscape, and the plants and animals within it. ” 

(Francesca Greet 



St Mary’s Church Langley in Slough have produced an attractive churchyard 
of the Colne Valley Groundwork Trust. The bird’s eye view of the area was dra 
a member of the congregation, and a trail leads visitors around key architect 
wildlife features including the church (10), the almshouses (2), the gravestone of i 
(5) and a 500 year old yew tree (1 1). 



A Living Churchyard 


The Living Churchyard project was set up by the Church and 
Conservation Project to help church members, community or 
school to become more involved in managing and enjoying their 
local churchyard. 

The Living Churchyard pack provides step-by-step guidance to 
achieving a sensitively managed, churchyard. It includes lists of 
organisations, resources and books, and suggestions and informa- 
tion on everything from how to make a wildlife survey, to how to 
tell people about your living churchyard once plans are under way. 
Copies will be available at Iffley on May 14 (see story, right). 
Otherwise, send £6.95 to the Church and Conservation Project, 

. Arthur Rank Centre, National Agricultural Centre, Stoneleigh 
Park, Warwickshire CV8 2LZ. 

Two free diocesan leaflets on churchyard management and con- 
servation in Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire are also available 
from Mary Saunders, at Diocesan Church House 

Photo: Canon Peter Bugg, Diocesan Agricultural Chaplain and 
a member of the national Living Churchyard Project commit- 
tee, uses his own churchyard at Brill for religious education 
lessons with children from the local C of E primary school. 
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Surveys completed 


The first stage of churchyard 
surveys in Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire are complete. 

Roy Maycockof the Berkshire, 
Bucks and Oxfordshire Natural- 
ists Trust (BBONT) , with vol- 
unteers, have visited hundreds 
of churchyards in both counties. 
For each churchyard a plant list 
has been compiled, and although 
further recording is needed to 
complete the lists, some church- 
yards are already showing a good 
diversity of species. For exam- 
ple, St Mary the Virgin Church 
in Kidlington has a total of 171 
species, including the Shining 
Crane’s Bill and Nettle-leaved 
Bellflower which are both un- 
common in Oxfordshire. 

Butterflies, birds and other an- 
imals are included on the lists, as 


well as details of their habitats 
within the churchyard. Hedges 
are proving to be important but- 
terfly habitats, and 20 different 
species of butterfly were noted 
by 38 recorders. 

If you would like more details 
or a copy of your churchyard’s 
survey, please write to Roy May- 
cock, BBONT, Haydon Mill, 
Rabans Lane, Aylesbury, HP19 
3ST enclosing a cheque for £2.50 
made payable to BBONT. 

Caroline Steel , 
British Butterfly Conservation 
As yet there are no official sur- 
veys of Berkshire churchyards. 
However, many individual ones 
have been undertaken by local 
naturalists. The Living Church- 
yard pack contains sample sur- 
vey forms . 


Where conservation 
be good for you! 


The churchyard at The Lee, near Great Missenden, is 
famous for the site of two churches of St John. One, 1 2th 
century, is a small, recently restored edifice and was 
once a chapel used by the monks of Missenden. The 
other is Victorian. 

It is also a wonderful example of of how graves, tidy 
mown grass and hedges can blend in with miniature 
meadows, divided by mown paths and containing a 
mass of flowers which also attract the butterflies. 
These areas are left until autumn to seed before they 
are cut back. 

Some of us long-time residents remember flowers 
such as Betony, Devil’s Bit, Scabious and Harebell 
growing in the surrounding fields. They still flourish in 
the large churchyard where primroses have been flow- 
ering since Christmas and which has been carefully 


tended for at least 20 yej 
Vicar's Warden Nigel D\ 
Mary Dwight. 

The root of Betony is si 
tive ’ and a physician to th 
that it was a remedy fo 
proverbial compliment: “ 
Betony”. The elegant Li 
hand is said to have provi 
ing incurable constipati 
herbalist Culpeper said 
singular plants for curinj 
outward”. 


Mrs Susan Cowdy, OBE, i 
in Buckinghamshire , wht 
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s your churchyard? 



ilife conservation in a churchyard does not 
overgrown habitat is inimical to many of 
a great deal of labour is required to 
diich shows a concern for its natural life and 
ds. It need not be one that contains great 


s and animals within it. ” 

(Francesca Greenoak, God’s Acre) 



ducid an attractive churchyard guide with the help 
•d’s eye view of the area was drawn by Michael Day, 
ds visitors around key architectural, historical and 
Imshouses (2), the gravestone of war artist, Paul Nash 


New project to 
be launched 


Clergy, PCC members, those who care for church- 
yards and naturalists, are invited to the launch of a new 
Churchyard Care and Wild Life Conservation Project 
on May 14 at Iffley Churchyard and hall. 

The aim of the joint Diocese of Oxford / BBONT 
venture is to encourage involvement in the manage- 
ment of churchyards, and to show that they can fulfil 
the twin objectives of providing a place of repose for 
the dead and a haven for living wildlife. The project 
will be launched at noon by the Bishop of Oxford, 
Martin Spray, the Director of BBONT and Francesca 
Greenoak, author of God *s Acre. 

There will be an exhibition and a demonstration with 
a tour of the churchyard; and an opportunity to talk to 
representatives from various wildlife organisations, 
and to Mary Saunders, Secretary of the Diocesan 
Advisory Committee for the Care of Churches, to 
discuss the implications for churchyards of the new 
Care of Churches Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction Measure. 
For more details of the Project and launch contact 
Canon Peter Bugg on 0844 238325. 
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Putting up bat boxes to encourage summer roosting are WATCH members (1 eft to right): Angela ] 
Phillips, Stephanie Rogers, Jason Varney and Tim Milnes. With them is David Endacott, chairman • 
of the Oxford Bat Group. Photo (and plant drawings above) by Margaret Grant . 


Watching over our heritage 


The three-acre churchyard of St Denys at Stanford 
in the Vale, near Wantage, is a model of good 
conservation practice. The grass in the most used 
areas is neatly cut, but the oldest parts to the south 
and east of the church and on the perimeters have 
been set aside as conservation zones. 

Some 157 species of wildfowers and grasses have 
been recorded, including rarities such as Wood- 
goldilocks and Parasite Broomrape. Its survey of 
1 7 recorded butterflies tops the list for Oxfordshire, 
while more than 30 species of birds have been 
noted since records began three years ago. 

In addition, the congregation and the wider com- 
munity have been involved in the conservation 
project with a regularly updated churchyard dis- 
play board in church, and clear notices in the porch 
and churchyard, explaining that it is a wildlife 
sanctuary. 

Stanford in the Vale’s model churchyard has 
developed out of co-operation between the church 
and a WATCH group of young naturalists from the 
local Church of England primary school. Three 
years ago the Group, one of many all over the 
country, wanted to take on an ‘environmental 
liason’ project in a scheme organised by BBONT 
and sponsored by National Power in Didcot Their 
proposed project “to encourage an awareness of the 
value of the churchyard as a sanctuary for wildlife” 


was welcomed by the PCC and won them a grant ]] 
of £150 which was put towards the cost of seed :] 
and materials. •: 

Since then, the WATCH group, which in-:] 
volves up to 30 children from seven to 1 1 each ]: 
year, meets regularly in the churchyard during:] 
lunch hours and after school. Activities have]] 
included bird, butterfly and plant surveys, and ]: 
making bird and bat boxes with the help of adult :] 
volunteers (see above). Parents regularly help at ]: 
WATCH meetings, a local botanist assists with •] 
species identification and many parishioners are ]] 
involved in churchyard maintenance. Mrs Mar- ]: 
garet Williams, the school’s headteacher, has ] 
helped to develop the churchyard as a permanent : 
teaching resource. ;] 

The WATCH Group is led by its founder , Mrs :] 
Margaret Grant. Despite her success with the ]: 
children she is not a trained teacher, but “just a :] 
keen naturalist who has learned by doing”. She ]: 
says: “The project started in a modest way. We :] 
sought advice, discussed plans and have learned :] 
as we have gone along how best to manage a : 
churcyard for the benefit of wildlife.” If you ] 
would like to find out more about starting a : 
WATCH group contact BBONT or the Royal ;] 
Society for Nature Conservation, The Green, ]] 
Witham Park, Lincoln, LN5 7JR. 


Who's who in God's own acre 


tended for at least 20 years by a brother and sister, 
Vicar's Warden Nigel Dwight and Parish Secretary 
Mary Dwight. 

The root of Betony is said to be ‘ violently purga- 
tive ’ and a physician to the Emperor Augustus stated 
that it was a remedy for 45 disorders, hence the 
proverbial compliment: “you have more virtues than 
Betony”. The elegant Ladies’ Mantle on the other 
hand is said to have proved fatal to cows by produc- 
ing incurable constipation. Even so, in 1850 the 
herbalist Culpeper said it was “one of the most 
singular plants for curing wounds both inward and 
outward”. 

Susan Cowdy 

Mrs Susan Cowdy, OBE, is Vice-President of BBONT 
in Buckinghamshire, where she has lived since 1 91 4. 


For a churchyard to become a 
wildlife haven and a refuge for 
wild plants, without the church- 
yard appearing to be neglected, 
means developing an active 
management plan. However, 
when successful, the site may 
be the only one in the locality 
with a wide range of plants and 
animal species. 

Displays of primroses and ce- 
landines in Spring can be fol- 
lowed by Lady’s Bedstraw and 
Ox-eye daisies in summer, all 
with their associated insects, 
particularly butterflies. Plan- 
ning for these can be stimulat- 
ing; the rewards self-evident. 

It is surprising how many 
plants have common names as- 
sociated with the Church or its 
festivals, and many of them 
may be found in the church- 
yard itself and so could be used 
throughout the year. 

One of the many common 
names given to Arum 
maculatum is Adam and Eve, 


and Cain and Abel has variously 
been used for Aquilegia 
vulgaris, Dactylorhiza fuchii or 
Orchis morio. Of the spring 
flowers the snowdrop 
(Galanthus nivalis) may be 
called Candlemas Bells 
(February 2) or Eve’s Tears, 
whilst the Candelmas Caps are 
Anemone nemorosa. The Easter 
period also features frequently, 
starting with Palm (Salix 
caprea) of Palm Sunday and 
going onto Good Friday Grass 
(Luzula campestris ) and the 
Five - wounds Catchfly (Silene 
gallica var quinquevulnera) , 
whilst Easter Bell, Easter Lily 
and Easter Rose are Stellaria 
holostea. Narcissus 

pseudonarcissus and Primula 
vulgaris respectively. The 
name Pasque Flower, of course, 
relates directly to Easter — the 
name given to Pulsatilla 
vulgaris, the common Daisy 
(Beilis perennis) has been 
referred to as the Twelve 


Disciples and Ornithogalum 
umbellatum as The Apostles. 
Michaelmas Daisies (Aster spp ) 
lead up to Christmas which also 
has its flowers: Joseph and Mary 
(Pulmonaria longifolia ) and 
Christmas Rose (Helleborus 
niger ) for example. St George 
(April 23) has his mushroom 
(Tricholoma gambosum) , St John 
(June 23) his ‘worts’ (Hypericum 
spp) and St Peter variously his 
keys or herb (Primula veris ). 

Bishopweed (/Egopodium 
podagraria ) was probably 
introduced for its medicinal 
purposes as an alternative name 
is Goutweed. However, it is 
something of a pest in a garden, 
as can be the Devil’s Paintbrush 
(Pilose l la aurantiaca ). But the 
God’s-eye (Veronica 

chamaedrys) oversees all. 

Roy May cock 
Roy Maycock is a conservsation 
consultant for BBONT, the Berk- 
shire, Buckinghamshire and Ox- 
fordshire Naturalist Trust 



ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM 

Beaumont Street, Oxford 


REMBRANDT ETCHINGS 


6th April- 17th July 

Byzantine Bridge between East and West 
Trade and manufacture from 300AD-1453AD 
Panoramic views of St Petersburg 1715-1815 
Until the 9th May 

Tel: (0865) 278000 


STOKE ROW 

Steam Rally & Fayre 

Saturday 12th & Sunday 13th June 
near Nuffield, South Oxon 
0 Traction Engines 0 Vintage Vehicles 
0 Side-shows 0 Stalls 0 Craft stands 
0 Refreshments 0 Licensed Bar 

All proceeds to Church funds and charitable organisations 


OPEN DAYS 
1993 


THE MANOR 
HOUSE 



DATES 

1993 


AND 

GARDENS 


STANTON HARCOURT, Near OXFOR1 

The House an Gardens are open from 2-6pm on: 


MONTH 

THURSDAY 

SUNDAY 

MONDAY 





BANK HOLS 


APRIL 


11 

12 



22 

25 

- 



29 

- 

- 


MAY 


2 

3 



13 

16 




27 

30 

31 


JUNE 

10 

13 

- 



24 

27 

* 


JULY 

8 

11 

- 



22 

25 



AUGUST 

5 

8 




19 

22 

- 



26 

29 

30 


SEPTEMBER 

9 

12 

- 



23 

26 

* 



OPEN ON STATE] 
DAYS FROM 
2-6PM 

ADMISSION 


HOUSE & GARDE! 
Adults £3.00 
Children 

(under 12 years) & 
OAPs £2.00. 


GARDEN ONLY 

Adults £1 .50 
Children 

(under 12 years) & 
OAPs £1.00 


Disabled visitors welcome at all opening times 
Group visits by special arrangement TEL: OXFORD (0865) 8819 


MAPLEDURHAM 


House, Watermill and Country Park 

Home of the Blount family for 500 years and icfyllically set between tl 
Thames and the Chilterns, 4 miles N.W. of Reading 

jm 



Easter — End September. Saturdays, Sundays and Public Holida: 
COUNTRY PARK & PICNIC AREA 12 J0-7pm 
WATERMILL: 1.00-5.00pm HOUSE: 2.30-5.00pm 

Midweek Guided Party visits by arrangement. 

Tea Room — Gift Shop — Cream Teas 
River Cruise from Caversham at 2.00pm on Open Days. 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES 

11 self-catering period cottages/farmhouses, fully equipped, availal 
all year. 18 hole Golf and easy access Oxford, London, Windsor, 
Cotswolds and the South. 

For details contact: 

The Estate Office, Mapledurham House 
Reading RG4 7TR. Tel: 0734-723350 




WITHOUT THIS ATTRACTION YOU MIGHT 
NOT SEE THE OTHERS 

THE THAMES BARRIER 

I HE LARGEST MOVABLE FLOOD 
BARRIER IN THE WORLD 



Visitors Centre with Exhibition 

Spectacular new Audio-Visual Show 
Hallett's Panorama of Bath 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Admission Price (Discounts: seniors, children, groups) 
Self-service Cafeteria with Riverside Terrace 
Function Room and Evening Carvery 
for pre-booked groups: 
i»081-316 4438 

Well stocked book and souvenir shop. Riverside Walkways and Pier 
Area. Round Barrier Cruises 
Ample Car Parking. FREE COACH PARK 
Regular boats from Westminster. Tower and Greenwich Piers 
a ■ ft t T rain to Charlton 

THAMES BARRIER VISITORS CENTRE 
0081-854 1373 

Th« Thames Barrier Unity Way. Woolwich. London SE18 5NJ 
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I A NEW CARE SERVICE FOR r 


Advertisement feature 


IN 1980 1,000 people received messages 
from the Queen on reaching their 100th 
birthday, in 1990 there were ten times as 
many! 

Just because we can look forward to a 
longer retirement does not mean that we 
can expect a happy one. Old age still brings 
the prospect of a deterioration of physical 
and mental abilities. In addition we become 
more prone to illness and diseases, such as 
Alzheimer’s disease which affects one in 
tfive over 80’s. 

In 1989 a White Paper entitled “Care in 
the Community” was published which stat- 
ed “It will be their (people who need care) 
responsibility to make maximum possible 
use of private and voluntary (charity) 
providers and so increase the range of 
available options and widen consumer 
choice”. 

To encourage the elderly to begin to 
make provision for themselves the 
Government has made Private Medical 
Insurance premiums an allowable expense 
for tax relief for pensioners; you may feel 
that if you have taken one of those plans 
you are well provided for, but check the 


wording carefully, most plans do not pro- 
vide for payment of fees for Nursing 
Homes or Residential Care, or for certain 
chronic illnesses. There are however a 
growing number of insurance companies 
who recognise the need for people to make 
provision for care. 

Amongst the insurers to have recently 
launched new products are Aetna, 
Commercial Union, Eagle Star and PPP 
Lifetime. As usual however each of these 
policies has differing terms and conditions 
and a new company has recently set up near 
Reading to specialise in advicing people 
upon the best method of achieving financial 
independence in old age and which plans 
are best suited to their individual needs. 

This company is The Long Term Care 
Advisory and Financial Service which pro- 
vides a computer based facility to help 
those seeking residential or nursing care at 
the moment. The system helps to match the 
needs of the patient with the facilities of the 
various Homes in the locality chosen and 
selects those best suited to the patient’s 
needs and wishes. This service is coupled 
with an in depth financial analysis of the 


FACED WITH FINDING A 
RESIDENTIAL HOME? 

♦Where do you start?* What will it cost? 

* Are there vacancies?* What will the state provide? etc. etc. 

For answers to these and all your other questions contact: 

LONG TERM CARE 
ADVISORY SERVICE 
on 0734 714455 

Our computer data-base of in-depth details of local nursing and 
residential homes plus a financial anyalysis will help take the 
drudgery and heartache out of your search. 

Phone no w for a no obligation discussion 


CARE AT HOME 

Resident Housekeepers/Care Assistants for 
temporary help - say on return from hospital 
or longer-term over several months. 

OXFORD AUNTS 
CARE 

2 George Street 
Oxford OX1 2AF 
0865 791017 


Oxford Aunts: Established 1967 (Emp / Agy) 




Do you or a relative of yours 
need home care? 

Consult Us 

for resident long term care 
of the elderly 

TEMPORARY NI KSts 
COMPANIONS AM) HtLP M)K THt 
YOUNG At WAYS AVAILABLE 

CONSULTUS 

SERVICES AGENCY LTD 

17 London Hoad lonbiidgc 
K.-ni INK) 3AB 
( 0732 ) 355 23 1 352 162 

(Einp Ayvl ‘ 


UNIVERSAL CARE 

CARING IN THE HOME 

We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to 
enable the elderly and infirm to 
remain living in their own homes. 

CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END, 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
TN: (0494) 678811. 
Fax:(0494)671259 
(Emp Agy FRES Member) 


St Veronica Nursing Wing 
The Old Vicarage 
Moulsford, Nr Wallingford 

A high standard of Nursing Care within a happy 
atmosphere, rooms overlooking beautiful gardens. 
Short/long term stay patients 

Tel: 0491 - 651428 

for further details 




mier-iouiiTy 

Nursing Services 


The Nursing Agency which 
provides a caring, flexible service 
for all your nursing requirements. 

Please telephone: Madie Bills rgn, 
on 0753 662298 or 0494 677118 

Licensed by Buc. s County Council 



TOTAL CARE 

St Lukes Home for the Elderly 
Marshland Square, Caversham, Emmer Green, Reading 
RG4 8RP 

This unique home offers:- 

• All accommodation situated at ground floor level. 

• No steps, stairs or lifts to negotiate. 

• The advantage of en suite facilities in every bedroom. 

• A sophisticated emergency radio-call system. 

• Your own private telephone line if you choose. 

• Opportunities to remain as mobile as you are able. 

• A high standard of care spanning a 24 hour 7 day week 

Telephone or Manager on: 0734 461424 


patients circumstances, taking into account 
inflation, and future increases in fees, and 
looking at the potential returns on capital 
etc. 

The Long Term Care Advisory and 
Financial Service is a trading style of The 
Grosvenor Consultancy. As members of 
Countrywide Independent Advisers (a tech- 
nical and research organisation based in 
Oxford) who are authorised by FIMBRA to 
give investment advice, they are able to 
advise on any financial product available in 
the market place from any provider. Long 
Term Care’s database of 5,000 homes cov- 
ers an area from Oxford to Brighton or 
Bournemouth so if you plan to take up resi- 
dence in a care home on the coast this will 
present them with no problem! They 
reserve the right to make a nominal charge 
for the report, but it is free to anyone who 
arranges their financial provision with 
them. 

IS IT EXPENSIVE? 

Not necessarily. As with all insurance 
products based upon life expectancy the 
earlier you make provision the cheaper it 
wiii be. The costs for men are significantly 


cheaper than those for women, for the sim- 
ple reason that women live longer and are 
therefore more likely to make a claim. A 
man aged 50, who is in average health for 
his age, can insure for £900 of fees per 
month, payable when he is in need of care 
at home. Should his health deteriorate and 
it become necessary for him to enter a 
Nursing Home then the monthly benefit 
would be increased to £1,800, sufficient to 
cover fees at all the most expensive Homes 
and this would continue so long as he 
remained in need of care. The monthly pre- 
mium for this protection would be £42.61. 
Similar cover for a woman at the same age 
would cost £75.00 per month. At age 60 the 
figures increase to £76.61 per month for 
men and £152.27 per month for women. 
(Figures supplied by Aetna Life Insurance 
Company) 

In conclusion it is a simple fact that 
money is, and will increasingly become a 
necessity, if, as individuals we are going to 
have any prospect of enjoying our old age. 

The Long Term Care Advisory anc 
Financial Service can be contacted on 
0734 714455. 



MARGARET LEWIS R.M.N. 

COUNSELLOR 
Specialist in Psychological and 
Interpersonal Problems 

Tel: Oxford (0865) 311704 

(After hours 24 hour answerphone) 

Absolute Confidentiality Assured 


%mpton $itI6 Cursing fjomc 

Small, friendly nursing home situated in the pleasant 
village of Chinnor providing total nursing care in 
comfortable surroundings. 

Single and Companion Rooms • Ensuite facilities 
available • Long or short stay • Lift to first 
floor • Full central heating • Minibus. 

For further information and/or an 
appointment to view please contact: 

Mrs. M. Adams (Matron) on Telephone (0844) 351766 
36 Lower Icknield Way, Chinnor, Oxford OX9 4EB 


Chiltems Manor Turret House Rest Home 

for retired and ekferty 27 Kendrick Road 

Northern Heights, Bourne End Reading 

Gracious surroundings where residents are treated as guests in a home- 
from-home atmosphere, and families and friends are made welcome. 
Privacy is balanced with companionship. 

Frail and elderly folk are welcomed and caringly looked after. 

For help and advice telephone: Mrs Barar, RGN 

0628 528676 0734 867735 

We take pride in caring 



• Large attractive country house in 
3 acres of well kept grounds 

• Individual rooms, own furniture 

• Long or short stay/hoiiday breaks 

• Fees: £175 - £275 per week 


HARRIAS HOUSE 

Residential Home 
for the Elderly 

• Non-profit registered charity 

• Caring, sympathetic staff 

• Spacious public rooms 

• Quality home cooking - 
own garden produce 


Details and brochure from: 

The Warden, Harrias House, Hedgerley Lane, 
Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2SD. 

Tel: 0494 674204 


DO YOU NEED A LITTLE 
EXTRA CARE AT HOME? 

BNA can help. Call now for details of our flexible, 
cost effective homecare services: 


OXFORD 
0865 245201 


HIGH WYCOMBE 
0494 535025 


READING 
0734 586492 


Licensed by Local Authorities to supply Qualified Nurses 6 
Dept of Employment to supply all other staff 



L G. KEEP 

I jL (WHEELCHAIR 
REPAIRS) LTD 

LITTLEMORE HOSPITAL 

★ APPROVED REPAIRERS ★ 

Hospital & General Wheelchair Repairs 
Undertaken 

Stockists of Fully Reconditioned 
Electric & Manual Chairs 

FREE QUOTES, DELIVERY 
& DEMONSTRATIONS 

Telephone: 

(0865) 747960 



ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s 
disease. We have qualified and experienced staff, large 
gardens and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to show 
you around. 

Wardington House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon OX17 1SD 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 



■ 


Care and comfort, in a well maintained 
home for the elderly 

Granville House 

is situated in Beautiful Gardens with lovely views 
24 hour care 

Personal and friendly Care in a Homely atmosphere. 
All Home Cooking. 

Matron: Mrs M Foude S.R.N. 

8 Granville Road, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5JU 
Tel: Littlehampton (STD 0903) 716655 
Please phone for further details 


Care /first 

Provides a caring, flexible service for the elderly, handicapped and 
infirm within the community. 

Fully experienced staff providing 24 hour, 7-day service. 

Telephone: Margaret Phillips on: 

gSrt 0295 710923 

IgftJ or 0831 320659 

VAH v 4.~ All clients will receive an assessment visit 

hombcam amociatwh We hold full membership of: 

The United Kingdom Home Care Association 

/ < 



. 
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Employment Bureau y 

HEAD OFFICE REGION 
horsham 0403 210415 

Cardiff 0222 665815 

colchester 0206 768659 

Glasgow 041-248 8827 
Lancaster 0524 848693 

Norwich 0603 763893 

Windsor 0753 832818 

YORK 0904 631369 

HEAD OFFICE ADDRESS 
10A Market Square, Horsham 
West Sussex RH12 1EX 


MIDLANDS REGION 
lutterworth 0455 558858 
BIRMINGHAM 021*236 5121 
CHELTENHAM 0242 263362 
Shrewsbury 0743 353934 

SOUTH WEST REGION 
Plymouth 0752 346636 
bath 0225 428438 

Salisbury 0722 421873 
yeovil 0935 410343 

HEAD OFFICE FAX NUMBER 

0403 217827 

24 Hour Answering Service 


THE NATIONWIDE CARING SERVICE 

PROVIDING 

Help enabling the elderly & infirm to remain in their own homes. 
Support for over stressed relatives & holiday relief for regular carers. 
Post Operative care 

HELP DURING 

Family Crisis - Illness - Holidays - Business Trips etc. 

CARETAKERS 

Security for your home & care for your pets 

RELIABLE STAFF ALWAYS REQUIRED 
Posts 2-4 weeks • Residential • GOOD SALARIES 
Telephone for full information F.R.E.S. Member 






The DOOR, May 1993 15 


Ecumenical Council sa ys... 

Commitment not competition 


Commitment, rather than com- 
petition between denominations, 
is vital to the growth of the ecu- 
menical movement. The impe- 
tus for this spirit of co-operation 
will come most effectively from 
the county level. These were the 
conclusions of a three day Con- 
ference organised by Churches 
Together in England. 

Some 120 Church leaders and 
representatives attended the Con- 
sultation, ‘Growing Together in 
Commitment,’ in Swan wick in 
March for three days of worship, 
debate and discussion. 

Welcoming the ‘outcome, Fa- 
ther Aldo Tapparo, Chairman of 
Oxfordshire Ecumenical Coun- 
cil said: “The Conference high- 
lighted the need for a radical 
change in attitudes and actions 
of all churches. Positive, serious 


What is the Church’s image and 
is it a true one? The Bucking- 
hamshire Ecumenical Council is 
offering a day conference on that 
theme on Saturday, May 22 in 
Aylesbury. 

It is open to people of any de- 
nomination or none, and will be 
held at the United Reformed 
Church (with overspill accom- 
modation at the Parish Church 
of St Mary if required) from 10.00 
am to 4.30 pm. 

. The day will begin with an Act 
of Worship led by Canon David 
Goldie, and the keynote speaker 
will be the Revd David Winter, 
formerly a broadcaster and jour- 
nalist, whose talk is entitled ‘ Get- 
ting it Across’. Besides small 
discussion groups there will be 
an ‘Any Questions’ panel made 
up of Captain Barry Amis, Reli- 
gious Producer for Three Coun- 
ties Radio; Judith Rice, formerly 
Assistant Editor of The Tablet 
and now a freelance writer; Ri- 
chard Wells, Editor of the Bucks 
Herald , and David Winter him- 



commitment must be exercised 
by each church to its neighbours. 
When looking at tasks such as 
worship, mission, pastoral care 
and training, we must rise to the 
challenge of asking whether they 
would be better achieved by 
working together with other 
churches.” 

The Conference recognised 
that the ecumenical movement 
can best be serviced at county 
level. Counties are not too small 
and ineffective; nor are they too 
large and remote. Experience 


self. The chairman will be Doug- 
las Butterfield, President of the 
Buckinghamshire Ecumenical 
Council. 

The organisers emphasise that 
the conference is not meant to be 
a specialised event for media 
experts, but a day for Church 
people and others to consider the 
Church’s ‘image’ as it comes 
across through the way we Chris- 
tians are ourselves,. We have a 
message to share and a way to be 
— how can we make them ‘a 
true image’? Please ring John 
Kilbum on 0296 624480 for more 
details 


Canon Bryan 
Green 

There will be a memorial 
service for Canon Bryan 
Green on May 24, at 2pm at 
St Martin's in the Bullring, 
Birmingham. 

All are welcome. 


shows that the county, with its 
church leaders and ecumenical 
secretary (full time where possi- 
ble) is the key to growth and 
development. 

Concluding, Father Aldo said: 
“Denominational differences 
must not be ducked, avoided or 
fudged. They exist; they are real 
and they enrich. They must be 
explored with respect and un- 
derstanding. Theological diver- 
sity, means of sharing some 


The Oxford Pastoral Counsel- 
ling Service (OPCS) has now 
been under way for four months. 
Although other counselling ser- 
vices are available in Oxford , 
they have long waiting lists and 
do not necessarily cater for those 
concerned more with the mean- 
ing of life. 

It was Wendy Robinson, well- 
known in Oxford as a psycho- 
therapist, pastoral counsellor and 
lecturer, who persuaded the 
North Oxford Council of Church- 
es (NOCC) of the need for a new 
counselling service offered by 
people trained not only in coun- 
selling skills, but also in pastoral 
theology. With the backing of 
NOCC, she gathered a team of 
trainers and supervisors and di- 
rected a two-year training course. 

Following her move to the For- 
est of Dean, Wendy’s place as 
Director has been taken by Anne 
Holmes, an experienced coun- 
sellor and trainer and a Church 
of England Reader. 

The OPCS offers the normal 
support and counselling in a one- 
to-one setting in an atmosphere 
of warmth, acceptance and con- 
fidentiality. 

In addition, the counsellors, 
who are all members of local 


forms of worship, social respon- 
sibility, youth work, education 
and the publicising of an ecu- 
menical code of conduct illus- 
trate activities which the county 
can and does undertake as part of 
the essential resourcing of the 
Churches Together in the Coun- 
ty of Oxford.” 

Norman Le Forty 
Executive Secretary to the 
Oxfordshire Ecumenical 
Council 



churches of different denomina- 
tions, are open to the spirutual 
dimension of people’s lives. The 
service is offered to adults, irre- 
spective of their outlook and 
belief. 

Counselling sessions are by ap- 
pointment only, and take place 
at St Margaret’s Centre, Pol- 
stead Road, Oxford. Clients are 
asked to contribute towards the 
cost of the counselling. 

If you or anyone you know, 
would like to know more about 
the service, please ring Oxford 
(0865) 516894, or write to: The 
Oxford Pastoral Counselling 
Service, St Margaret’ s Road, 
Oxford OX2 6TN. 

A.H. 

A half day workshop on Faith 
Matters in Counselling ’ led by 
Anne Holmes will be held at St 
Margaret’ s Institute , Polstead 
Road, Oxford on May 8 from 2 - 
5 pm. Cost £5, bookings to 0865 
311190. 


Initiative on 
Pastoral 
counselling 


The Church and 
its image 


Hospital Service 



The Bishop of Reading, the Right Revd John Bone, attended an 
ecumenical inauguration service to mark the Royal Berkshire 
and Battle Hospitals’ becoming a self-governing NHS Trust 
In his address, the Bishop spoke of the difficulties of change and* 
illustrated the many changes that Reading hospitals had en- 
dured since the foundation of the Royal Berkshire Hospital in 
1839. Praising the dedicated staff, the Bishop said: “We should 
celebrate with confidence the particular manifestation of God’s 
Kingdom in these hospitals. We should be thankful for the 
thousands of women and men who have worked in them, giving 
their time, their skill, their energy and their dedication in the 
cause of healing.” The Bishop is pictured with Dr Peter Phillips, 
Chairman of the new Trust. 


Faith , work and prayer 


For some months a small group 
has been meeting in the Diocese 
under the leadership of Keith 
Lamdin, who has Diocesan re- 
sponsibility for faith and work. 

Two ideas have emerged which 
might be helpful for the many 
lay people who sometimes feel 
that there is a great gap between 
their Sunday worship and daily 
work, and perhaps find it diffi- 
cult to relate and apply their faith 
in office, shop and factory, and 
everyday life generally. 

All are invited to reflect on 
their daily work, and if they feel 


able, write a prayer that has come 
to them at some time, directly aris- 
ing from their own worship, and 
their attempts to honour God in it. 
It is hoped to collate the prayers, 
and publish them as a booklet. 
They should be sent to Keith Lam- 
din, at Church House, Oxford. 

The second suggestion is the use 
of the prayer board in church. They 
usually seem to be used for vari- 
ous crises in life, sickness, and 
other distressing events. Perhaps 
they could also be used to pray for 
help in our daily work, as well as 
in our special needs. 


Anyone for tea? 

It isn’t too late to get your church tearoom into the July 
DOOR. If you offer teas/ coffee regularly or occasionally 
during the summer, please send details by May 20 including 
brief menu details, opening times and wheelchair access if 
any. 

We also want to know about any unusual schemes/ideas for 
welcoming tourists and visitors to your church. Langley, for 
instance, have just produced a very attractive guide to their 
churchyard (details page 11 and 12). 



Witney, Oxfordshire 

An Independent School for 
BOYS AND GIRLS AGED 11 to 18 
Day and Boarding 

Small classes with an excellent selection of 
academic courses and a wide range of 
extra-curricular activities 

Admission by Assessment and Interview 

Open Morning Saturday, 8th May 

For further information contact 
The Headmaster’s Secretary 
Cokethorpe School 
Witney 

Oxon OX8 7PU 
Tel: (0993) 703921 


BUILDING SOCIETY 
RATES DOWN 

Approximately 40% since March 1990! 

Income of up to 10% pa paid monthly is still possible from cautious investments. 

For 28 years I have advised the employees and ex-employees of major corporations how to increase 
income or achieve growth to counteract inflation. 

Our Independent advice points out the benefits and the risks of investment and provides you with a 
report on the latest investments available to meet your circumstances and requirements. 

If you believe that the stockmarket will benefit from reducing interest rates our Share portfolio or 
Strategic Portfolios provide Professional Management and low initial charges with full reports twice 
yearly, (No charge to move most existing portfolios if you are dissatisfied with their progress). 

History has shown that shares outperform cash deposits by substantial margins over the longer 
term. 

Unit values may rise or fall in these funds. 

If you are already considering other investment offers why not check with us first since we are able 
to offer better terms, in most cases. 

Whether your preference is for guaranteed, cautious or speculative investments, please telephone 0922 
29374, to request a questionnaire, or home visit, or simply to talk about your current or future needs. 


Or write to: 

FRANK DENNIS INVESTMENT SERVICES 

(Specialists in retirement planning and Portfolio Management) 

80 Lincoln Road, Walsall, WS1 2DQ 


Appointed Representative 
of Countrywide 
Independent Advisers Ltd 




I 1 

J Yes, I would like more information 

[ Name j 

i Address J 


| Tel No | 

i i 







' ** wr » « v ? f? r 

16 The DOOR, May 1993 



It does not surprise us to 
learn from the Gospels that our 
Lord would spend whole 
nights in prayer. This would 
have been an encouragement 
to the early Christians, who 
had of necessity to hold their 
services at night; and records 
suggest that those who could 
not be present would arise at 
night for prayer in their own 
homes. 

The desert fathers too, in 
their lonely and barren 
surroundings, realised that at 
night, when human vitality is 
at its lowest, there is the 
greatest need for spiritual 
combat with the powers of 
evil, a warfare continued by 
the hermits of today. And the 
coming of organised monasti- 
cism saw the evolution of the 
Divine Office, bearing out the 
words of the psalmist: “Seven 
times a day do I praise thee” 
(Ps. 119: 164), and demonstrat- 



ing that to rise in the night for 
worship and intercession is 
indeed an integral part of the 
life of prayer. 

All who are called to the 
monastic way today would 
heartily agree that night 
prayer is still an essential 
and important element in 
our lives. When infirmity 
and sickness make attend- 
ance in choir impossible, we 


may find ourselves actually 
spending more time in night 
prayer as we lie awake in the 
small hours. Many people 
who are awake at night find 
strength and support in the 
knowledge that prayer is 
being offered, and, on 
occasion, unite themselves 
with it. 



Everyone, at some time in 
life, has experience of ‘night 
prayer’, though it may not be 
recognised as such at the time. 
Having the care of infants, or 
of the sick and aged, watching 
by the dying, bereavement, our 
own physical weakness and 
pain — all these bring us to an 
understanding of watching in 
the night season. We may also 
know the experience of waking 
suddenly with an awareness 
that somewhere there is an 
urgent need to be met, a battle 
against evil to be fought in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, the 
outcome of which will almost 
certainly never be known to us. 
But the reality of the experi- 
ence is beyond doubt. 

Then there are the times of 
just sheer wakefulness, when 
doubts, anxieties, and fears can 
press in and seem to over- 
whelm us. But if we turn to 
God, not to escape but to 


overcome in his strength, we 
bear fruits for others and for 
ourselves. 

The following form of prayer 
and meditation, evolved by a 
correspondent for his own use, 
is printed here as an encourage- 
ment to others among our 
readers to enter into the prayer 
of the night, and discover its 
special qualities and potential. 
The author comments: “None 
of this need be learnt by heart; 
it is simply a guide, to be 
followed or not as one wishes, 
or to be adapted. The first 
sentence, or paragraph, 
provides the essential guide.” 

Say very firmly and slowly to 
yourself: 

I banish all thoughts from 
my mind except the Love of 
God: 



God’s love for me, 

God’s miraculous love for 
me, 

for which I ana deeply 
grateful; 

my love of God, for which I 
am also deeply grateful. 

All things come of thee and of 
thine own do we give thee. 

We come before thee, merciful 
Lord, with due huinjkty, 
to worship thy divine Majesty, 
the one true source of aH love 
and virtue. 

We worship God in the Holy 
Trinity, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit 

O Holy Trinity, have 
mercy upon us. 

O gracious Trinity, 
receive our prayer. 

O beloved Trinity, have 
mercy upon us. 

O God, forasmuch as without 
thee we are not able to please 


thee: Mercifully grant that thy 
Holy Spirit may in all things 
direct and rule our hearts, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

(Collect for the Nineteenth 
Sunday after Trinity.) 

O God, we offer to thee now 
the prayer that thy Son, our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, gave to his disciples 
when they asked him how to 
pray. 

OUR FATHER WHICH 
ART IN HEAVEN 

These six words , in English 
translation, are among the 
most important words we shall 
ever speak or hear spoken. 

By putting these words on 
our lips and in our hearts , 
Jesus is telling us, and He 
must know, that we have a 
divine, spiritual Father, 
beyond the limits of space and 
time. They are the first words 
we hear in the Communion 
Service of the Book of 
Common Prayer. 

HALLOWED BE 
THY NAME 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God 
of Hosts, 

Heaven and earth are full erf 
thy glory: 



Photos by Bryan Edgiey 
and WJP. Baddeley 


Glory be to thee, O Lord most 
high. Amen 
Holy, Holy, Holy. 

Sanctus, sanctus sanctus. 

O worship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness. 

THY KINGDOM COME 

We pray that the hearts and 
minds of all men and women 
throughout the world may be 
open to receive thy kingdom, 
the kingdom that is not of this 
world, the kingdom of love 
and peace and joy. 

THY WILL BE DONE, IN 
EARTH AS IT IS 
IN HEAVEN 

We pray that earth may be like 
heaven, the place where God’s 
will is done. We further pray 
that the Holy Spirit may guide 
us towards an understanding of 
God’s will which is sometimes 
difficult for the human mind to 
grasp. 

GIVE US THIS DAY 

OUR DAILY BREAD 

At this point our prayer » 
changes from worship to 
petition and intercession. We 
know that Jesus does not vyant 
us to worry too much about the 
morrow, but today there are 
millions upon millions 
suffering as a result of various 
disasters— floods, tornadoes, 
hurricanes, earthquakes, 
volcanic erruptions, famine, 
wars and revolutions, econom- 
ic collapse — and they have 
little hope of daily bread. This 
is a moment when we should 
pray for them. 


AND FORGIVE US 
OUR TRESPASSES 

Forgive us, O Lord, for our 
pride, covetousness, lust, envy, 
gluttony, sloth and, perhaps, 
anger — though we are often 
not angry enough about the 
failings of our world. 

AS WE FORGIVE THEM 
THAT TRESPASS 
AGAINST US 
Let us not bear a grudge 
towards those that hurt us in 
even the slightest way. 

AND LEAD US NOT 
INTO TEMPTATION 
Do not let us be tempted 
beyond our power to resist. 

BUT DELIVER US 
FROM EVIL 

A prayer from the heart from 
all of us. 

If you are still awake, now is 
the moment to pray for all 
those you love and care for. 

This meditation first appeared 
in the Winter 1992 edition of 
the Fairacres Chronicle and v 
we are most grateful to the 
Community of the Sisters of 
the Love of God for permis- 
sion to repoduce it here , and 
also to its anonymous writer . 

It is now available as a 
separate leaflet (35p) from the 
Convent of the Incarnation , 
Fairacres , Oxford 0X4 1TB. 
The Chronicle, the Communi- 
ty’s journal is published three 
times a year (annual subscrip- 
tion £4.25). 



USED PHOTOCOPIERS 

Batch of high spec RICOH manufactured plain paper A4/A3 with zoom reduction/enlargement facility. Lease just expired. Superb order. Documented low usage. 

Exceptional value £340 each + VAT 

For further Information: Tel Roland (0438) 749474 


FAIR VIEW HOLDINGS 



WEST OXFORDSHIRE 
DISTRICT COUNCIL 

If you are starting or relocating your business in West 
Oxfordshire, you may be eligible for a 

SMALL BUSINESS GRANT 

Your business must be involved in manufacturing, industry] 
or warehousing. 

The grant is based opn the floor area of your premises, 
which must not exceed 
3000 sq ft 

For further information on the grant scheme, free property | 
schedule, or just an informal chat about the help available j 
for small business 
ring EILEEN SHIELS 
on (0993) 702941 ext 2274 
or call into the office at 
WOODGREEN 
WITNEY 
OXON 0X8 6NB 


Free Software 


MEMBERS 

ACCOUNTS 

GIVING 


REPORTS 



Parish Management from Churchill Systems is the worlds 
first Church system to run under Windows. Since launching 
the software last November we have installed it in over a 
hundred parishes and was the star of the Christian Resources 
Exhibition in Northern Ireland. It is the most powerful system 
on the market and comprises five modules. Membership, 
Giving (handling both Covenants and Planned Giving), Parish 
Accounts, Rotas and Report Builder. * 

As an introductory offer we are giving away the 
Membership Module completely free of charge. 


We naturally hope that you will be so impressed that you 
will want to buy the modules. 

Phone or Write for your free copy 
Churchill Systems 
Quarry House v 
199 Quarry Road 
Gomersal BD19 4RS 
Tel: 0274 851451 Fax: 0274 851913 


Advertisement Feature 

ENTERPRISE 


ARE YOU A DIRECTOR? 

Many people obtain a limited company or become directors 
of such a company without any concept whatsoever of the 
responsibilities and duties which are involved. This week, 
in the wake of the further 1,800 Directors being convicted of 
failing to file annual returns and accounts, I provide a very 
brief list of the main statute duties of anyone who acts as a 
Director. Firstly, it should be appreciated that a Director is 
anybody, by whatever name who directs the day to day run- 
ning of a limited company. 

The most basic requirements that fall on Directors are:- 

1. To notify the Registrar of Companies of appointments, 
resignations and changes in particulars (e.g. home and 
addresses) of Directors and Secretary within 14 days of 
the event. 

DEBT RECOVERY/COLLECTION 
Nationwide service 
FREE SERVICE 

Fast, efficient debt recovery system. We efficiently col- 
lect off your slow-paying customers. Large and small 
debts recovered. Confidential service to the private and 
commercial sector. 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS, PLEASE CONTACT 
JASON HALLIDAY AT STANTON JUSTITIA 
on 051 343 9124/051 343 9125 
Or fax for further details 051 343 9123 
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The Chidretfe Society 

MAKING LIVES WORTH LIVING 


Journey to a child’s heart 


The Children’s Society and the 
Diocese of Oxford are hoping 
for an enthusiastic response to 
Across the Diocese , a massive 
fund-raising event for children 
and young people. 

During the week of June 21- 
26, youth groups, schools and 
other organisations are invited 
to ‘Cross the Diocese’ to Oxford 
in the most imaginative way pos- 
sible (excluding modem motor 
cars) and to raise money through 
sponsorship. As many partici- 
pants as possible are also invited 
to a Celebration of the Work of 
the Children’s Society, at Ox- 
ford United Football Club on 
Saturday June 26. 

David Norwood, general ap- 
peals organiser for the Children ’ s 
Society, said: “ Across the Dio- 
cese is a partnership event be- 
tween the Diocese of Oxford and 
the Children’s Society, to raise 
funds for the Society’s work, 
have fun and celebrate our faith 
in God with children, young peo- 
ple and adults of all ages.” 

Participants can travel by foot, 
on bicycles, canoes, skateboards, 
Zimmers or a pony and trap! 
You are limited only by your 
imagination. Even if you want to 
swim it’s OK, so long as you 
work out how many miles it is 
from ^our base to Oxford and 
then swim that number of miles. 
For full details of how to take 
part, get an information pack by 
writing to: Eric Nicholson, Tor- 
rington, 3 Cherry Tree Walk, 
Chesham, Bucks HP5 3JN. 

The final celebration on Satur- 
day June 26 is from 2.30pm to 
5pm. Entry costs £1 or is free for 
all participants. The event will 
include a time of worship led by 
the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt 
Revd Richard Harries, and live 
music from groups such as The 
Blitz, and entertainment with the 
Holy Fools. 



need to learn how to be inde- 
pendent. Special care is taken of 
those with disabilities: children 
are found loving homes and 
young people are helped to live 
in the community in ordinary 
housing projects. 

The Children’s Society works 
closely with local parishes 
throughout England and Wales. 
The Bishop of Oxford, the Rt 
Revd Richard Harries, says that 
Across the Diocese is an oppor- 
tunity for everyone to work to- 
gether on behalf of the children, 
and on June 26 he will be look- 
ing forward to enjoying a day of 
worship, music and laughter with 
all those who have taken part. 


What is the 
Children’s 

: : x : •' 

Ifl 
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When the Children’s Society 
was founded in 1881, it was es- 
timated that 20,000 children were 
homeless. Today’s statistics are- 
possibly even more depressing. 

The Society says that about 
98,000 children and young peo- 
ple run away from home each 
year, making them vulnerable to 
the worse kinds of abuse. Some 
return, some do not. But the So- 
ciety does much more than just 


providing shelter for those who 
cannot return home. It runs 50 
family centres in England and 
Wales, where young families 
under pressure can meet and 
share their experiences. It pro- 
vides guardians for children in- 
volved in difficult child care cas- 
es, and it helps young people 
who are in trouble with the law 
or who are dependent on drugs 
or alcohol 

The Society no longer runs 
large children’s homes, but has a 
number of smaller residential 
units for children with special 
problems. It also has 13 projects 
for teenagers who are leaving 
local authority care, and who 


Standby 

organists 

Organists are only human. 
They go on holiday, have 
the occasional illness — and 
even die sometimes. So Dav- 
id Jaques, the Berkshire Sec- 
retary of the Royal School 
of Music, is compiling a list 
of organists prepared to dep- 
utise in Berkshire churches 
at very short notice. 

He needs the following de- 
tails from anyone willing to 
assist: your availability (Sun- 
day morning or evening, 
weekdays, Saturdays); type 
of service offered (sung 
Communion, matins, non-li- 
turgical services, weddings, 
funerals), style of worship 
(formal including psalms for 
Anglican chant, informal 
with songs and choruses, in- 
formal with piano or organ 
only, but not groups). David 
also needs to know whether 
you are willing to take choir 
practice! Write to him at Tall 
Trees, Green Drive, Wok- 
ingham, Berkshire. 


Advertisement Feature 


ENTERPRISE 


. 


2. If the company creates a charge particulars must be submitted to the Registrar in 
accordance with Part XII Chapter 1 of the Companies act of 1985. 

3. Making an annual Return to the Registrar. 

4. Making a return of audited accounts to the Registrar annually. 

5. Advising the Registrar of Companies within 14 days of any change of Registered Office. 

Penalties: There is a maximum fine of £2,000 for each offence of failing to 

deliver in due time:- 

* an annual return 

* a set of accounts 

* notice of a change in a company’s Directors, Secretary or in their 
particulars 

Disqualification: If a Director is a convicted of failing to deliver documents to the 
Registrar, the Registrar may order the person to be disqualified from 
being a Director or from taking part in the management of a company 
for a period of up to five years. 

* 

A Director may not use as an excuse that he relies on someone else e.g. his accountant, nor 
is ignorance of the law an acceptable excuse to the court. 

This article has been written just to give you a flavour of the responsibilities a person takes 
on when he accepts the post of Director. 

There are many other laws covering Directors, some of which incur heavy prison sentences 
and even more regulations are on the way with the growth of European law. 

By now readers should be getting the message: If you are about to consider forming a 
limited company or becoming a Director in one, you should seek professional advice. 

Contact us on (0295) 760596. 


THE DOOR 


Reaches over 100,000 
readers every month, 
across 22,000 square 
miles of the Thames 
Valley. 

TO ADVERTISE 

Telephone 0865 880505 
and ask for David Holden 


Thursday 20 & Friday 21 May 1993 
Dorchester Abbey 7.30pm 

ST FRANCIS 
OF ASSISI 

by Francis Grier 

A brilliant new musical based on 

the extraordinary life of St Francis 

'superbly atmospheric' — T.E.S. 
'convincingly committed performances' Guardian 

NATIONAL YOUTH MUSIC THEATRE 
ETON COLLEGE 

Tickets: 0865 864466 



TAX PROBLEMS? 
ACCOUNTANCY NEEDS? 

VAT CONFUSION? 

AUDIT REQUIREMENT? 

Providing a professional service should include communicating with 
clients in plain English, not in jargon! For a friendly, personal and 
professional service from a Chris tian a ccountant, contact: 

ALAN F THORNTON fca 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 
REGISTERED AUDITOR 

1 Orchard Close, Cassington, Witney, Oxon 
OX8 1BU 

Telephone: 0865 882621 


An opportunity to join this 

BUSINESS SUCCESS STORY 


Amtrak 

Is a leading World-Wide Express Parcel Company 

has grown from zero to £20m In Just 5 years 

has 125 depots nationwide operating 40 trunking vehicles 


The benefit a to you arm: 

Existing Business within your area 
No invoicing or bad debts 
No cash flow problems 
No premises or employees 



BRITISH 
FRANCHISE 

ASSOCIATION 
FULL MEMBER 
Th a FrancNaa Ucanca Feat ara £12.500 


To taam mora about thta axe I ting bualnaaa opportunity aand off tha coupon to: 

David Hadley, Franchise Development Manager, Amtrak Express Parcels Ltd. 
FREEPOST BS7220. Con^any House, Tower Hill. Bristol BS2 OBR 



Small 
Business 
Accounting 
Centre 


B & A FROUND & PTNS 

Accountants and Auditors 

Hill House 
Banbury Road 
Moreton Pinkney 
Banbury 

Phone (0295) 760596 


— INITIAL APPOINTMENT FREE — 

The complete Accountancy and Business Service for 

SMALL LIMITED COMPANIES 
AND THE SELF EMPLOYED 
★ Accounts and Auditing 
★ Sub-Contractors 715s and SC60 

★ Book-keeping, VAT & PAYE 

★ Tax Returns and Advice 

★ Limited Companies Formed 
★ Business Evaluation and Surveys 

★ Bank and Business Plan 
We care about the small businessman 

NO POMP — NO FUSS — NO JARGON 
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SURVEY HIGHLIGHTS “VICTOR MELDREW 
SYNDROME” AMONGST PROSTATE SUFFERERS 


PROSTATE problems are 
putting almost half the men 
aged over 50 in the UK at 
risk of “Victor Meldrew 
Syndrome” - a negative atti- 
tude to life like that of the 
character featured on the 
popular “One Foot in the 
Grave” BBC TV pro- 
gramme - according the the 
“ProstaBrit Sex in Later 
Life Research”, published 
this week (25 March 1993). v 

While being over 50 does not 
automatically lead to an increase in 
bad temper and dissatisfaction, the 
survey highlights a definite link 
between an enlarged prostrate - 
which effects around 50 per cent of 
UK men - and negative feelings 
and anxiousness. 

The research, carried out by 
MORI amongst 800 men, aged 50+ 
in the UK, shows that 45 per cent 
of men questioned have, or have 
had, one or more symptoms of an 
enlarged prostate but more than 
half of them 6 out of 10 - have not 
consulted a doctor about their 
symptoms. Symptoms including 
getting up more than once a night 
to pass water and difficulties in 
passing water. Many have not vis- 
ited their doctor because they 
regard these symptoms as a normal 
part of getting old. 

Compared to men who reported 
no prostate symptoms, nearly twice 
as many prostate suffers - The 
“Victor Meldrews” - think of 
themselves an ‘anxious’ and three 
times as many regard themselves 
as ‘low’. 

Prostate problems also appear to 
affect men’s sexual performance. 
While around 4 out of 10 men 
without prostate symptoms have 
sex at least one a week, only 
around 2 out of 10 prostate suffer- 
ers are as active. 

One quarter of the sexually 
active men who reported prostate 
symptoms have experienced physi- 
cal sexual problems~and, with 
prostate suffers claiming they 
would like sex more often than that 
claimed by non-sufferers, this is 


another cause of dissatisfaction for 
the “Victory Meldrews” 

The survey was commissioned 
by Britannia Health Products, 
manufacturers of ProstaBrit - a nat- 
ural food supplement which is 
widely used for maintenance of a 
healthy prostate. 

* ProstaBrit is a natural food sup- 
plement containing standardised 
extract of rye grasses grown in 
Southern Sweden. 

* Clinical studies indicate when 
taken daily ProstaBrit may 
relieve some of the unpleasant 
symptoms of an enlarged 
prostate, a very common condi- 
tion called Benign Prostatic 
Hyperplasia (BPH) reported to 
affect some 50% of men over 
50. 

* ProstaBrit, recently launched in 
the U.K., is non-allergenic, and 
unlikely to cause any adverse 
reactions if taken with other 
medications. In european coun- 
tries where it has been available 
for over 20 years there have 
been very few reports of side 
effects. 

* ProstaBrit has now been tested 
in controlled studies involving 
3,000 men in total. A major clin- 
ical study in the U.K. is also cur- 
rently underway. 

Prostate cancer is the second 
biggest cancer killer in men and so 
needs to be detected early. Any 
man suffering prostate problems 
should consult his GP. 

* ProstaBrit is currently only 
available from Britannia Health 
Products direct at £19.95 (+ 
£1.95 p&p) send cheques to 
Britannia Health Products, 
Greatness Lane, Sevenoaks, 
Kent TN14 5BQ. 

Following the findings of the 

survey, Britannia Health has pub- 
lished a leaflet highlighting how all 
older men - with or without 
prostate problems - can get the 
most from all aspects of their life. 
Entitled “Active Living in Later 
Life,” the leaflet is free in return 
for a large SAE from “Active 
Living Leaflet”, Britannia Health 
Products Ltd, Greatness Lane, 
Sevenoaks, Kent TN14 5BQ. 


Prostate Health 
TRIED & TESTED 

How daily Prostabrit may help 
to keep the PROSTATE normal! 

PROSTABRIT 
speaks for itself... 


PROSTATE 

MAINTENANCE 

As the years go by many 
men would like help in 
keeping their prostate healthy 
and comfortable. A naturally 
sourced ingredient that has 
been used by MEN ALL OVER 
EUROPE FOR THE LAST 20 
YEARS to help maintain a 
healthy prostate is now 
available in the U.K. as a food 
supplement. 

Called PROSTABRIT, 
each capsule contains an 
extract of various species of 
rye grass grown in Southern 
Sweden. 

Send now for 
ProstaBrit. It could help you 
maintain a healthy prostate as 
well as a comfortable and 
ac tive lifestyle. 

1 MONTH SUPPLY 

60 CAPSULES 

C 1 Q+ll.95 

L 17 p&p 


“I have just recently completed a 3 
months course o/ProstaBrit and cannot 
praise and thank you enough, its been 
a wonderful success.” 

E.B. (Middlesbrough). 

“ Having taken ProstaBrit for only 3 
weeks, from being very sceptical I 
would now recommend ProstaBrit to 
anyone” M R. (W. Sussex). 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS 

0732 742345 


wss4 


24 HOUR 
ANSWERING 


BRITANNIA HEALTH 
PRODUCTS LTD (Dept MD5 ) 
Greatness Lane, Sevenoaks, 
Kent TN14 5BQ 


SAVE £10 

BUY 3 MONTHS SUPPLY 
E49.8F + £1.95 p&p 


Britannia Health Products Ltd 
(Dept M D 5 ) Greatness Lane, 

Sevenoaks, Kent TN14 5BQ 

Please send me 

□ 1 MONTHS SUPPLY at £21.90 inc. p&p 

□ 3 MONTHS SUPPLY at £51.80 inc. p&p 

PLEASE PRINT. 

Number 



I enclose Cheque/ 
POsOR Debit my 
CREDIT CARD. 


Signature 

Mr/Mrs/Miss_ 
Address 


.Expiry Date. 


I Wegi 
I confii 


.Post Code. 


We guarantee all information received will be treated in strictest 
confidence. Reg. Nor. 156034 


test I 
5 6034 I 


BOWEL PROBLEMS 
CONSTIPATION? 

IRRITABLE BOWEL SYNDROME? 

Many Europeans reckon that people in England are obsessed 
with their bowels. However, it is a fact of life that 1 in 4 people 
have some bowel problems whether it is in the form of constipa- 
tion, diarrhoea or more serious conditions such as bowel cancer. 

Many people are prescribed laxatives or in fact take laxatives as a course 
of action if they are faced with long term constipation. However, laxatives on 
the account of the way they work by stimulating the bowel, can make prob- 
lems even worse in the long term. Many people take herbal laxatives as they 
believe that these are a natural alternative and therefore have no side effects. 
However, even herbs can work by stimulating the bowel which can cause 
long term damage. At best they can make life very uncomfortable causing 
people to have unnatural urgency at certain times. 

Also, patients are unaware that certain drugs that they have been pre- 
scribed can in fact cause constipation. Antibiotics are now well known to 
destroy the friendly bacteria in the gut, ie. lactobacillus and bifidum bacteria, 
and this can exacerbate certain problems if they are not replenished efficient- 

iy 

It is now generally accepted that a high fibre is very important for their 
well functioning of the colon (the large intestine), which is responsible for 
getting rid of waste. 

There is now a new product available, called Colon Clean, which not only 
overcomes constipation and related problems in a comfortable, natural way, 
but also populates the colon with friendly bacteria which can be so vital in 
many bowel related illnesses. 

For further information on Colon Clean and its availability, please see the 
Leppin Health Products advertisement on this feature. 


Bio-Screen Limited 


An exclusive Service of Non-In vasive 
Nutritional Evaluation 

Uri-Ch«ck Measures 25 variables and provides' 

practitioners with a detailed analysys of nutritional 
status. 

Meta-Check Designed to read and assess an individual’s 
alkalising reserves and metabolic cycles. 

Yeast-Cult Identifies the presence of systemic Candida 
and makes suggestions for treatment. 

Child-Check Developed to take the guesswork out of 

children’s nutrition, Child Check take into account 
age and weight when evaluating nutritional 
status. 

For your information pack, contact us at: 


Broadway House, 14 Mount Pleasant Road, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent TNI 1QU. 
Telephone 0892 542012 


LIFE BEGINS AT FORTY 
AFTER ARTHRITIS MISERY 

By Francis Allison 

The last five years have been like a living hell for Elizabeth 
Callaby, aged 39 years from Spalding, Lines. Rheumatoid arthri- 
tis of the wrists and fingers left her in terrible pain. Even her wed- 
ding ring had to be cut off because of swollen finger joints. Her 
only respite came from pain killing drugs prescriped by the doc- 
tor. With five children all under the age of sixteen, her future 
prospects were beginning to look very bleak indeed. 

Then last year, Elizabeth’s life began to improve when her local chemist suggested that she 
tried the dietary supplement, Bio-Selenium+Zinc. Now, she can do all the things that were 
previously denied her. She finds that her painfree life is a pleasure once more and well 
worth living. She is able to look to the future and believes that life really does begin at 
forty. 

Deterioration 

Within eighteen months of rheumatoid arthritis being diagnosed, Elizbeth experienced a 
marked deterioration in her condition. By this time, her wrists were so painful and weak 
that she could not even hold a brush to do her hair. She explained: “Life was terrible. My 
husband had to dress me because everything I did hurt so much. In 1990, things became so 
bad that I had to give up sewing, knitting and driving the car because of pain. I was even 
given two splints to wear on my arms for support. 1 suffered terribly and even cried on 
occasions with the pain. 1 felt very depressed and thought that life had nothing left to offer 
me, except to sit around and grow old. I only managed to cope with the help of my hus- 
band, who lost lot of time from work, and my eldest son who was a great help around the 
house.” 

Good Move 

“When we moved house last year we also changed our doctor. I asked my doctor’s advice 
after the local chemist suggested that I tried the dietary supplements. She thought that they 
were well worth a try, so 1 started taking them one year ago. Since then 1 have managed to 
do away with the splints and can also knit, sew and drive my car again too! I’ve even started 
my own business which involves a lot of writing. Actually, I run a KJceneze Homecare busi- 
ness with responsibility for a team of seven people.” 

The doctor is also very pleased that my condition has improved so much. After taking as 
many as eight painkillers each day, I now only need two tablets at bedtime. With the help of 
Bio-Selenium+Zinc, life without pain is a pleasure. I’m on top of the world and feel that life 
for me is going to start again at forty. Looking back now, 1 would say to any other arthritis 
sufferer that the main thing is to keep smiling. There is light at the end of the tunnel.” 
Bio-Selenium+Zinc, £8.45 for 3 months supply, is available from chemists 
and health food shops. 


WITNEY SCHOOL OF CHIROPRACTIC LTD 

REGISTERED MEMBERS OF THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION FOR APPLIED CHIROPRACTIC 

McTIMONEY-CORLEY 4&**m>* 

CHIROPRACTIC 

The Witney School of Chiropractic Ltd., affiliated to the Further Education Department of Peers 
School, Oxford offers a four year part-time Open Learning System course starting in September. 
Applications are invited for interview to be held from May. 

For a prospectus of the school please send a SAE (10"x7") plus £2.00 to: 

The Witney School of Chiropractic Ltd., P.O. Box 56, Witney, Oxon OX8 5YE 
Answerpbone Tel: Bicester (0869) 249944 

HUGH V. CORLEY B.A. (OXON) 

D C. (O.S.C.) F.B.A.A.C. FARINGDON 240181 

SHELAGH JAMES-HUDSON B.A. B.Ed. D C. (W.S.C.) F.B.A.A.C. BICESTER 321166 

STUART E. HUDSON, B.Sc. D C. (W.S.C.) F B.A. AC BICESTER 277111 

MRS JILL1AN L. BALDWIN, M.A.D.C. (W.S.C.) F.B.A.A.C CHARLBURY 810429 

MRS VALERIE DUVALL, D C. (W.S.C.) F.B.A.A.C. WITNEY 704099 

MRS ROBERTA F NICHOLSON, D.C. (W.S.C) F.B.A.A.C. WITNEY 774418 




Some forms of selenium cannot be efficiently 
absorbed by the human body. Bio-Selenium 
can. 


Bio-Selenium can offer the consumer full 
written documentation on the product’s 
quality as well as a copy of analytical 
certificates. 

’’Buy with confidence” v 

Ask for details, when you buy Bio-Selenium 
at your: 

Chemist or Health Food Shop 

or directly from the distributor. Pharma Nord (UK) Ltd., Spftal Hall, Mitford, 

Morpeth NE61 3PN. Telephone: 0670 519989. Telefax: 0670 513222. 


Manufactured in Denmark under pharmaceutical control. 



EXPERIENCED 

INDEPENDENT 

MEDICAL 

PRACTITIONER 

available for all 
JJIJI types of 
confidential 
||| advice:and 
consultations. 

* 

Patients visited in 
their own homes. 

■I §*; IMI 

If Telephone 
for an 

appointment 

(0865)67150 

or 

(0831)899684 

(mobile) 

(24 Hr Emergency) 


HEALTHY BOWELS? 


HOW COLON CLEAN CAN HELP YOUR BODY TAKE 
CARE OF CONSTIPATION THE NATURAL WAY 
WITHOUT BECOMING HABIT-FORMING 


Busy lives, and irregular eating patterns can quite often 
lead to constipation and a general “bloated” feeling. 

Colon Clean can change all that in a gentle natural way. 
The special pysllium plant fibres in Colon Clean absorb 
25 times their own weight in water, thus making the 
waste matter move through more quickly and smoothly. 
Colon Clean gently relieves constipation, without strain- 
ing, discomfort or unnatural urgency, helping you to 
restore regularity. 

CLEAN BOWELS 

A good bacterial balance in the intestines is important to 
prevent fermentation and putrification. That is why 
Colon Clean contains natural lactobacillus and bifidum 
bacteria which can help to promote a well balanced 
intestinal flora. 

SUCCESS IN EUROPE 

Colon Clean is now used every day by many thousands of 
people on the continent. It is produced by Pharmafood, 
one of the largest and most respected pharmaceutical 
companies in Europe. 

Colon Clean to help keep your bowels healthy. 

COLON 
CLEAN 

FOR HEALTHY 
BOWELS 
Distributed by 

LEPPIN HEALTH 
PRODUCTS 
021-765-4479 

41 Warwick Road 
Olton, Solihull 
West Midlands B92 7HS 




Colon Clean is 
available from: 

HIGH HEALTH FOODS 

39 Market Place, Reading 
HIGH HEALTH FOODS 
41 Market Place, Henley 
BELL CHEMISTS 
Unit 4, Horn Lane, Princes Risborough 
HEALTHRITE 
27 High Street, Chesham 
BETTER HEALTH SHOP 
19A High Street, High Wycombe 
OPTIONAL HEALTH 
Pond Approach, Holmer Green 
Nr High Wycombe 
HARMONY 
53 High Street, Tring 
HEALTHRITE 

5 Kingsbury Court, Kingsbury Square 
Aylesbury 
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Bishop Richard enjoys the company of the Springboard team 
at Woodrow High House, in Amersham 

Bishop meets Springboard 


When the planning group for this 
year’s residential weekend of the 
Diocesan Youth Assembly iden- 
tified its theme as ‘Aspects of 
Love’, it seemed like a huge topic 
to be covered in such a short 
space of time. 

With the help of group leaders 
Steve Bland, Andy Crich, Rich- 
ard Hancock, and Heather 
Thome, participants in the recent 
Springboard Weekend were able 
to explore the theme in terms of 
‘Types of Love’, ‘How do we 
open ourselves up to God’ and 
‘How do we express Love’. In 
addition, there were workshops 
in drama and meditation (led by 
Michael Loader and James Wal- 
lace) and a discussion-cum-de- 
bate led by the Revd Keith Lam- 
din. We welcomed The Bishop 


YOUNG 

DOOR 


of Oxford, the Rt Revd Richard 
Harries, who held an Open Fo- 
rum, listening to comments and 
answering questions. Bishop Ri- 
chard said afterwards: “I was most 
impressed by the quality and com- 
mitment of the young people at- 
tending the weekend, and was 
struck once again by the immense 
resource that young people offer 
to the Church, if only their gifts 
can be encouraged and released.” 
The planning group had plenty 
of opportunities to ‘mingle and 
chat’ during leisure time activities 
such as swimming and a variety of 


crafts. The chairman of the plan- 
ning group, Phil de Warren- 
Chinn, said: “We met to discuss 
the theme of love, and to express 
our own feelings about love 
through craft, drama, and medi- 
tation. A great deal was gained 
from the weekend, both spiritu- 
ally and in terms of friendships. 
I personally feel it is a shame that 
only 25 young people from the 
Diocese were involved in what 
was an excellent weekend”. 

Creating Worship on a resi- 
dential weekend like this calls 
forprayerful preparation and care 
in reflecting the theme and per- 
sonal experiences of those in- 
volved. Two members of the 
planning group, Sarah Hamilton 
and Rachel Webbley, applied 
their gifts and talents to this, and 
provided a rich mixture of mu- 
sic, word and song. We were 
blessed, too, with a number of 
talented musicians which helped 
tremendously. Our closing act 
of worship included a proces- 
sion and Palm Sunday eucharist 
led by Bishop Richard. 

The planning group for next 
year’s diocesan Youth Assem- 
bly residential event will include 
Phil de Warren-Chinn, Victoria 
Lawrence, Sarah Hamilton, Ka- 
tie King, Mary Blaxter, Paul 
Ringer, Richard Redcliffe, and 
Sarah Riddle. The members of 
the Diocesan Youth Assembly 
to serve on the Diocesan Youth 
Committee include Susie Mar- 
tin, Phil de Warren-Chinn, Char- 
lotte Sainsbury and Rachel Web- 
bley. 

Peter Ball 
Diocesan Youth Officer 


All one in the YELP! 

YELP (the Youth Ecumenical Link Project) is a new initiative which 
is part of Churches Together in Berkshire, involving around 12 young 
people aged between 16 and 25. The group includes people from many 
denominations including Anglican, Roman Catholic, Free Church, 
URC and Methodist. 

The aim has been to try to break down barriers between different 
churches; to grow together by friendship, trust and God; to be equipped 
to tell other young Christians about Church Unity; to break down the 
feeling of isolation young people can feel within their churches; to 
build relationships; and to continue to grow as a core group. 

At a weekend in Park Place in February, made possible through 
donations from the Oxford Diocese and the Princes Trust, different 
sessions dealt with leadership, spiritual deveopment, developing 
group relations and deciding how to implement the group ideas. 

On May 8 the project will be giving a group presentation to the 
Churches Together in Berkshire Annual Assembly at St. Peter’s 
Church Hall, Church Road, Earley, Reading. If you would like to know 
more about the YELP please contact Jo Queen, Ecumenical Youth 
Link Officer for CTB at Reading YMCA, (0734) 575746 or Sister 
Janet Wilcox, Ecumenical Officer for CTB on (0488) 58152. 



Hi there! 

I hope you had a good Easter. As 
you know, Easter is the great 
festival in the Christian year when 
we celebrate Jesus’ return to life 
after dying on the cross, and be- 
ing buried in a tomb. 

There are a number of stories in 
the Bible which tell of Jesus be- 
ing seen as a real person after his 
resurrection. 

One of my favourites is the sto- 
ry of the walk to Emmaus (Luke 
24:13-35). Like the two men in 
the story, we can be so wrapped 
up in our problems that we don’t 
realise that Jesus is still with us, 
always ready to help if we will 
only recognise Him. 

When Beri, the girls and I visit- 
ed Taize in south east France, we 
saw a lovely icon in the church. It 
was a copy of one in Egypt, paint- 
ed about 1 ,200 years ago. It shows 
Jesus walking beside His friend, 
and it’s a great reminder that this 
is exactly what Jesus does for 
each one of us, by the power of 
his Holy Spirit. 

Perhaps you have seen icons in 
places you have visited, or may- 
be you have one or two at home. 
They are very beautiful pictures, 
which have taken the artist many 
months of prayer and prepara- 
tion. 


We can use icons to help us, as 
a focus for our prayers. Of course, 
we don’t pray to the icon, but the 
picture, like a candle, or a beauti- 
ful scene, can make us say “wow!” 
and can lead us into prayer. 

A proper icon takes months of 
preparation and prayer, but some 
of the techniques can be used to 
make your own beautiful object. 



You will need: 

A piece of wood 30cms x 45cms, 
larger or smaller if you want 
legg 
Vinegar 

Water-based glue (eg Marvin or 
school glue) 

Powder paint 

Gold paint. This can be bought 
from art and craft or model-mak- 
ing shops 


Paintbrushes of varying sizes if 
possible.You will also need to 
choose a subject: eg a picture of 
a saint or a scene or person in the 
Bible 

What you need to do: 

Using a nail, mark out a frame 
3.5cms from the edge of the 
wood. The picture will be paint- 
ed inside this frame. 

Paint for an icon is traditionally 
mixed with the yolk of an egg 
and a small amount of vinegar to 
preserve the egg. Add a small 
amount of water if necessary. 

The early Christian symbolism 
of eggs and Easter and the person 
of Christ is seen here with Christ 
binding everything together. 

Traditionally the egg is cracked 
into a person’s hand and the yolk 
carefully passed from hand to 
hand so that it doesn’t break. The 
white is drained away into a bowl 
until there is a small, golden sun 
left. This is mixed with powder 
paint, vinegar and a small amount 
of water. You can use an egg 
separator if you prefer. In any 
case, don’t put your fingers in 
your mouth after handling raw 
egg, and make sure you wash 
your hands. 

Haloes and highlights can be 
painted in gold, the gold stand- 
ing for divine energy. 


A group of young people at 
St Denys’ Church, Stanford 
in the Vale, decided to give 
up Nescafe for Lent as a 
result of the Diocesan 
Synod motion on baby milk 
marketing in the Third 
World. 

Moved by the plight of 
mothers who found they 
could no longer breast-feed 
their babies after feeding 
them free samples of baby 
food, they held a sponsored 
all-night ‘sleep over’ in 
church in March in support 
of Baby Milk Action. They 
included (pictured right) 
Sarah Harding, Luke 
Lehmann, Trevor Williams, 
Paul and Stephen Wenham 
and Peter Howard Jones. 



Sleepy Stanford 


THE ROYAL OXFORD 

HOTEL 

THE VENUE FOR 
CONFERENCES 
& 

BUSINESS MEETINGS 

Located in the very centre of town, 
The Royal Oxford is a comfortable 
and informal hotel, where you’ll 
find a genuinely warm and 
friendly welcome. 

□ Two Conference Rooms for up to 50 delegates, theatre style 

□ Banquet Room fot up to 40 guests (50 for a reception style) 

□ Boardroom (U-shaped & schoolroom styles) 

□ Interview & Syndicate Room facilities 

□ Close to major road links and railway (Oxford) station 

□ 25 Bedrooms (12 en-suite), all with r/c colour TV, radio, 
telephone and beverages. 

For further details or a conference pack please contact: 

The General Manager, The Royal Oxford Hotel 
Park End Street, Oxford 0X1 1HR. 

Tel: (0865) 248432 or Fax: (086) 250049 

larvisaHoteLs 



Advertisement feature 

CONFERENCE AND BUSINESS VENUES 


CONFERENCES, training 
functions, seminars and 
exhibitions have become 
an important part of 
today’s business scene 
with the result that hotels 
have steadily developed 
their traditional role. 

They have now added a new 
dimension by offering facilities 
to enable businesses to compete 
more strongly with their 
competitors. 

Hotels large and small have 
latched on to the conference 
requirement and may have 
appointed managers to help 
companies plan their 
requirements. 

But firms who say they have 
found that perfect venue seem to 
be few and far between. If the 
choice was made on the basis 
that an executive enjoyed a^ 
business lunch or social dinner- 
dance ant the venue, or because 


the beer was good, it does not 
follow it will be suitable for a 
conference or seminar. 

Conferences and business 
meetings need plenty of space as 
there may be projectors, screens, 
boxes of papers, files and 
folders. 

The conference room should 
be lit by plenty of natural 
daylight and before reaching 
agreement, the planners should 
be satisfied that the air 
conditioning is effective. 

Most venues will make 
available pens, pads, 
photocopying facilities, charts 
and staff trained to operate 
video and projection equipment, 
and an assortment of cold drinks 
is usually provided. 

Conference facilities and 
seminar venues vary 
enormously and the care in 
choosing the right venue, right 
people can pay handsome 
dividends. 





Our idyllic rural setting combines country splendour with easy 
access to city life. Newland Park, Chalfont St Giles, offers 
you a Georgian Manor House and Business School with 
informal gardens and terrace, in which to hold Your 
Conference or Meeting. 


Our professional Catering team can offer you a selection from 
an a la carte, silver service menu, a magnificent buffet or an 
informal BBQ on the terrace. 


To make your function that little bit different from the rest 
please contact Judith Cook or Karen Orriss for more 
information on 0494 874441. 

(Residential Business Conferences, Seminars, Parties and Receptions are also catered for). 
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^Formed fourteen years ago as an 
interdenominational ministry. We offer short 
term accommodation for groups of up to 25 
for the purpose of bringing people into a 
greater revelation of the resurrection power 
of Jesus, through Teaching, Healing, 
Counselling. 

Monthly Conferences 
Information on request 

For further details please contact: 

Gill Taylor, Tony Pitman, 

The Community of Praise, Roma, 

High Street, 

Kelnton Mandeville, Somerton, 

Somerset TA11 6DZ 
Tel: 0458 223464 



Vi 


Community i 

Of 

Praise 


I 
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Relax in comfortable, traditional surroundings in this 
historic West Highland guest house. A wide range of 
interest weeks or tours available. Christian retreat 
weeks/weekends and conferences a speciality. 

A warm welcome and excellent food assured. 

Open February to November ( + New Year) 

Please contact: Colin and Mary Deans 
Telephone: 059 9S5 233 


JJ* 


printing S'PEB.gtE 


For painters of any level of ability — 
beginners are specially welcome — a 
combination of retreat and painting holi- 
days in an ecumenical atmosphere with 
chaplains and tutors. Painting and Prayer 
holidays are held at beautiful 
centres in this country and 
abroad. 



For further details send 9 x 4in. 
s.a.e. to: Bill Erickson, Dept 15, 
111 Midford Road, Coombe 
Down, Bath BA2 5RX. 
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RYDAL HALL 


in the heart 
of the Lake 
District 

Conferences Retreats Holidays 
(For groups, families and indi- 
viduals) 

This elegant Georgian Mansion providing full-board accommodation 
for up to 56 guests together with a 36 bunk self-catering Youth Centre 
are open throughout the year. A Campsite for youth organisations is 
now open until the end of September (350 persons). 

A 30-acre Estate provides opportunities for walking, swimming, paint- 
ing, ornithology, games, gardening, meditation and prayer. 

Members of the resident Community are available to contribute to 
your programme. Guests are also welcome to join the daily worship of 
the Community. 

Carlisle Diocesan Retreat and Conference Centre, 

Rydal Hall, Ambleside, Cumbria LA22 9 LX 
Ambleside (05394) 32050 
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Bank Holiday Weekend 
The Heart of Prayer 
30 April-3 May 

Looking at prayer across the spectrum, 
from charismatic to contemplative. 

Each one is called 
7-12 June 

Revd Doreen Begernie leads our Pentecost 
Retreat — come to find peace for your soul 



Exploring Celtic Spirituality 
10-14 May 

Revd David & Madron Osborne — the crea- 
tive activities that are the essence of the 
Celtic tradition. 

Writers 9 Conference 
24-29 May 

Edward England.Aeaeirj/'s publisher, leads 
an expert team of speakers looking at all 
aspects of getting your work published. 



The Heart of the Decade 
17-21 May 

Canon Philip King and Sister Carol CHN 
examine the practicalities and spirituality 
of evangelism. 


Charity No 227322 




Lee Abbey, LYNTON 
N Devon. EX35 6JJ 
0598 52621 




A BEGINNER’S GUIDE TO 


Come to 

CHARNEY MANOR 

and experience both tranquility 
and spiritual stimulation. 
JULY 16-18: DRAWING & PAINT- 
ING, AN EXPERIENCE OF ZEN 
(Including poetry sessions). Open to all 
levels of skills. 

SEPT 10-12: THE BOOK OF JONAH. 
Bible study, drama and creative writing 
around the Jonah story. 

OCT 15-17: PATHWAYS AMONGST 
FRIENDS. Exploring our routes to 
Quakerism — what was the attraction? 
Open to all. 

NOV 19-21: SHAKESPEARE. 
Attending two performances in Stratford. 
Bringing the plays alive and relating 
them to our own experiences. 

Further particulars: Resident Friends, 
Charney Manor, Chantey Barnett, Wantage, 
Oxon OX12 0EJ. Tel: (0235) 868206 


TOCH 

Cuddesdon House, 
Cuddesdon, Oxford 
0X9 9HB 
Telephone: 

0865 872004 

We equipped modern 
house set in four acres. 
Sleeps 21 (mainly single 
rooms). 

Two conference rooms 
(each seating 30), 
plus smaller group rooms. 
Near M40 - seven miles 
from Oxford. 

Ideal for conferences, 
retreats, group holidays. 
All enquiries to Warden 
in residence 


Are you wondering about going on 
retreat for the first time, and bewil- 
dered by the number of opportuni- 
ties? Perhaps some simple guidelines 
might help. 

Whaf exactly is a retreat? 

It is a period of time consciously set 
aside for prayer, rest, and some sort 
of spiritual input. 

What kind of retreat would be best 
for you? 

★ A traditional preached retreat, with 
a structure of talks, interspersed with 
periods of silence, might help you 
focus your thoughts. Programmes 
vary, depending on the kind of retreat 
chosen. 

★ An individually guided retreat 
might help you to reflect and find 
God in your own experience and in 
the scriptures. The retreatant is given 
some passages on which to reflect, 
and meets with the retreat director 
once each day. 



Ecton Hall, Northampton 


★ Many newcomers find it helpful to 
begin with a theme retreat, which 
brings together a creative activity, 
such as painting, or embroidery, with 
prayer. This ensures that you have an 


interest in common with other 
retreatants. 

★ Some people find it helpful to 
think about their own personality and 
experiences, and attend a Myers- 
Briggs, Journalling or Enneagram 
workshop. 



Rydal Hall, Cumbria 


★ Many Reatreat Houses have Quiet 
Days of Drop-In Days for those who 
do not have time for a longer retreat, 
or those who are wondering about 
going on a retreat. This would give 
you an idea of what a longer retreat 
might be like. 

Are all retreats made in silence? 

No. Some are silent, but others have 
times of discussion, and may include 
little or no silence. There are special 
retreats to help people understand the 
importance of silence, and how to 
make the most of it. In many retreats 
time is set apart for personal inter- 
views, if you wish to talk about your 
life or problems. 

Leaflets about different kinds of 
retreats are available from the 
National Retreat Association (please 
send sae). 


Where to go? 

The Retreat Houses listed in The 
Vision are Christian, often run by 
Roman Catholic or Anglican commu- 
nities or groups, and a few are Free 
Church. All welcome people of other 
denominations, and those who may 
not have denominations, and those 
who may nftt have denominational 
allegiance, but are comfortable in a 
Christian environment. 

Facilities for disabled people and the 
presence of a Loop system for the 
hard-of-hearing are shown in the 
Retreat House lists. 

What does it cost? 

Cost varies from house to house, 
depending on the facilities offered, 
but average about £18-£28 per 24 
hours full-board. Tariffs are obtain- 
able from individual houses. 

How long to go for? 

There are quiet days, weekends, 
weeks or month-long retreats. Most 
people begin with an occasional 
weekend retreat. 

Afterwards? 

For most people an annual retreat is 
sufficient in itself. Some decide to 
join a prayer or contemplation group, 
or take a training course in spirituali- 
ty. Information is available from the 
NRA. 

Judith Lampard 
Reproduced by kind permission by 
Judith Lampard, Executive Officer, 
The National Retreat Association, 
Liddon House, 24 South Audley 
Street, London W1Y 5DL - Tel 071- 
493 3534. 
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Leicester Diocesan 
Retreat House & 
Conference Centre 

Launde Abbey is a gracious Tudor manor house with extra 
accommodation (opened 1986) in Georgian stables. Set 
in its own 80 acre park it can accommodate up to 56 for 
retreats and conferences. Small parties and individual 
guests welcome. Daily worship and eucharist in the 13th 
century chapel within the house. Launde is in a secluded 
valley in East Leicestershire but is easily accessible from 
Ml, A1 or rail (Oakham). 

Write for colour brochure, tariff and latest programme 
to the Warden, Launde Abbey, East Norton, Leicester 
LE7 9XB. Telephone: Belton (057 286) 254. 


Christian Endeavour 

HOLIDAY AND 
CONFERENCE CENTRES 

Situated in the most beautiful areas of Britain: 

U CONWY ■ CORNWALL ■ LAKE DISTRICT ■ 
■ ISLE OF WIGHT ■ SALTBURN ■ NORFOLK ■ 
■ MANY 'SPECIAL INTEREST' WEEKS ■ 

the Centres are ideal for: 

Family/Church Holidays: Conferences 
Mid-week Breaks: Coach Holidays 

For details and literature contact: 

Mr A Cumiskey, CE Holiday/Conference Centres 
4 Tree Tops Avenue, Holcombe Brook, Bury BLO 9RJ 

a 0204 882802 

SPECIAL OFFER FOUR DAY HOLIDAY from only £75 


Max 
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CONVENT OF 
ST JOHN BAPTIST 

(The Retreat Wing) 

Hatch Lane, Windsor, Berks, SL4 3QR 

0753 850618 

May 18: Dropnn-Oay 10-4. Wale No quiainsss. 

& contemplate in the Nance, or read. draw, w 
IuLjuI *' P##C * _ ,unch provided. MUjday 

June 7-11: Training the Trainers workshop — lor 
prospective leaders ol retreats, quiet days i prayer 
workshops — John Ford* teem. E112. 

June IS: DruHn-Day (see May). 

July 24-30: Do you have a vocation to the 
Lite? An opportunity to share in our 
ages 21-50. 

Sept 24-26: Preached Retreat — Canon Hugh 
Wybrsw. tA 

Oct 7: Droo-in-Day (see May). 

Oet IMS: Creative Prayer — Ming day* paint. C80. 
Nov 3: Drop- in-Day (see May). 

Nov 8-12: Prayer ipainUng. 178 

Nov 26-26: Christ-Owned Relaxation & Slilness — 
Wanda Nash (Author of *AI Ease with Stress’ & People 
Need Stineos’). C45 

For farther informs lion 4 booking forms lor resident 
•vents sppty to: 9slsr-in-Chsrg« ol Retests 


m to the Religious 
r Kfa * worship — 


f Centre of Prayer and 
Retreats 

Carmelite Priory, Boars Hill, 
Oxford OX1 5HB 
Telephone Oxford 
(0865)730183 


• Set in the woodlands of Boars Hill, with 
excellent views of Oxford city and the 
surrounding countryside. • Extensive and 
varied programme of retreats throughout the 
entire year, details available on request. • 
Private Retreatants always welcome. • 
Facilities available for groups: both 
residential and non- residential. • All guests 
welcome to join the resident community for 
Mass and Prayer. • People of all Religious 
backgrounds welcome. • Facilities include: 

• Chapel • Dining room • Two conference 
rooms (40 people each). • 29 bedrooms, 
many of which may be twin-bedded when 
needed. • Chapel, Dining room, both 
Conference Rooms and the majority of 
bedrooms are at ground floor level. 

For further information contact, The Retreat 
Secretary at the above address . 



Letton Hall 

Affordable accommodation 
for up to 125 from doubles 
to dormitories. Country- 
house style living in the 
main hall or rooms in the 
converted stables, grouped 
round the cobble courtyard 
of Dolphin Court. Be away 
frbm it all in the heart of 
rural Norfolk, yet within 
easy reach of a host of inter- 
esting places. Self-eater or 
be catered for. Supervised 
go-karting on 400m track, 
plus plenty of grounds for a HOUSE FOR THE LORD 
outdoor sports, wooded ... A HOME FOR HIS PEOPLE 
walks, barbecues, etc. 

Teachers please enquire about facilities and low rates for Term- 
Time School Groups . Conferences also catered for. 

Contact Peter Carroll for more Information 
TEL (0362) 820717 
Shipdham, Thetford, Norfolk IP25 7SA 
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CHRISTIAN SINGLES 


1993 H0UDAYS, HOME AND ABROAD * WEEKEND H0USEPARTIES (FOR 
FRIENDSHIP FELLOWSHIP AND FUN) ‘LOCAL CHRISTIAN SINGLES FaLOW- 
iTIONWIDE 



SHIP GROUPS - OVER 150 NAT1 


VIDE • SOCIAL ACTIVITIES ‘NEW FRIENDS ‘REGIONAL RAL- 


LIES (AND CO-ORDINATED NETWORK OF EVENTS) ‘NEW 2<7S AND 30'S NATIONAL NETWORK 
FORMING (ORGANISERS AND SUPPORTERS WELCOMED) ‘INTERNATIONAL PEN FRIENDS ‘ONE 
PARENT FAMILIES’ HOUDAYS AND SUPPORT (IN ASSOCIATION WITH CLASP, TEL 0277 233848) 


BARN DANCES - BIBLE STUDIES - BARBECUES - SPIRITUAL RETREATS - RAMBLES ‘VISITS TO 
PLACES OF SPECIAL INTEREST AND OUTSTANDING BEAUTY. 

FRIENDSHIP/MARRIAGE INTRODUCTION SERVICE. Character Friendship Introductions is the oldest 
and largest Christian friendship agency in Britain. Al ages welcomed. Less than one trird the cost of sec- 
ular commercial organisalons. 

CFF Regisfalon for nalonaf membership - £2. Free to those on Smited Income. 

BAWTRY HALL CHRISTIAN CENTRE SPECIAL WEEKENDS (NoltsTS. Yorks border). 

★ Friends of CFF over the past 15 years. Many of them wil now be able to meet 
at Ns event for fellowship, reminiscences and fun together. 

★ Music Makers and Music Lovers weekend (23-25 Jufy 1 993). 

★ 20s and 30s August Bank Hoi day houseparty (27-30 August 1993). 

★ Northern CFF Get-togelher (3-5 September 1993). 



| ENQUIRY FORM Toe The ChnUwn FriantM*) FMowsNp, Dept DS/A1 27, 

| EdwXhcxpe. Doncartar, DN3 2QD 

I Pimm mnd Mi dataia ol the CFF and al d your adivitn* and aarvica for Ctvtoian sn^et and Ihoaa now on their own, 
I wtMJ1 1963 trtfe CrirteUana’ hofctay and houmparty fKoyamme 

| Naim (BockcapUli) 

I AMsss 




w) 


The Chrislan Friendship Felowship is a registered charity (no 327940) which b run by Christians for 
Christians on an entirely non-profit making basis. We welcome donations from those who wish to sup- 
port Ns ministry of caring and sharing. We help overcome loneliness, un fulfilment and isolation by 


widening friendship drdes and fie forming of special relationships ’Friends of fie CFF are also wel- 
comed if they wish to have more regular supportive involvement (Psalm 68.6, James 1 27). 

A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU WITH THE CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP FELLOWSHIP 
- THE NATIONWIDE ASSOCIATION OF CHRISTIAN SINGLES. 

^ Local CFF social and Mowahip groups in Oxfordshire and all surrounding counties. 
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WOODSTOCK ROAD, OXFORD 

SERVING THE DEVELOPMENT OF LEADERSHIP IN THE 
TWO-THIRDS WORLD CHURCH THROUGH: 

• Post Graduate University Courses (incl. Ph.D) 

• Transformation Journal on Missions & Ethics 

• Publications through Regnum Books. 

BRINGING TO THE U.K. CHURCH THE EXPERIENCE OF 
THE TWO-THIRDS WORLD CHURCH THROUGH 

• Visiting Preachers 

• Summer Schools and Study Days 

• Providing an Opportunity for Partnership 

O.C.M.S. IS A REG. CHARITY — DONATIONS ARE 
TAX DEDUCTIBLE. 

Based at St. Philips & St. James Oxford which has facilities for 
Church Conferences and Retreats. 

NEEDING THE SUPPORT OF THE BRITISH CHURCH. 

For further information contact the Administrator 

Telephone: (0865) 56071 
Fax: (0865) 510823 
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RETREATS AND CONFERENCE CENTRES 


■—•Bu 


bers of the Federations operation in 
London. 



TRAINING ON A LIMITED 

BUDGET 

During periods of economic downturn 
many companies fell disposed to cut- 
ting their training budgets particularly 
those areas requiring residential train- 
ing. 

Woodrow High House in 

Amersham has found a particular slot 
in this market and boasts a substantial 
increase in interest from companies 
who are finding the present economic 
climate a barrier to the training and 
development of their staff. 

Woodrow High House, a listed 
historical building, is owned by the 
London based Charity The London 
Federation of Boys’ Clubs who have 
utilised this wonderful old house and 
its 24 acres of grounds for the personal 
development training of young people 
from the inner city. 

Contrary to one’s immediate 
instincts the House offers good facili- 
ties and accommodation including a 
heated indoor pool and floodlit tennis 
courts as well as the unique atmos- 
phere of a 17th Century Manor House. 
Income derived from Management 
Courses etc., helps to subsidise young 
people with special needs and mem- 


TH E WI LSON CAR LILE 
COLLEGE OF EVANGELISM, 
S H EFF IE LD 

The Wilson Carlile College of 
Evangelism is the training college of 
Church Army in the British Isles. It 
offers an ideal venue for a wide vari- 
ety iof events ranging from large for- 
mal conferences, to training days, 
annual meetings, or small group ses- 
sions. 

Accommodation and facilities 

Up to 150 people can be catered for 
comfortably for a one-day conference. 
Larger numbers can be accommodated 
by special arrangement. We can offer 
a variety of meeting rooms which can 
be adapted to meet your own require- 
ments. Three large lecture rooms and 
eight smaller seminar rooms are avail- 
able. All rooms are equipped with 
modern teaching and audio viaual 
facilities. Additionally a modern 
chapel has permanent seating for 120 
but can be extended to seat up to 150. 
A theology library with nearly 10,000 
books, audio and video tapes, occupies 
a quarter of the College’s ground floor. 




WOODROW HIGH 
HOUSE TRAINING & 
CONFERENCE 
CENTRE 

AMERSHAM, BUCKS 


For the Friendliest and least expensive training facility in the 
region, set in a uniquely beautiful environment why not try us first? 

Ring Amersham (0494) 433531 for our brochure, 
Woodrow High House, Cherry Lane, Woodrow, 

Nr Amersham, Bucks HP7 0QG 



We present an opportunity for prayer, 
quiet study and silence 

ECTON OPEN RETREATS 
HOUSE FOR1993 

1 Healing Life’s hurts": 

Conducted by Reverend David Howell of the Churches’ Council for 
Health and Healing 
April 19-2 1st £50 

“Myers- Briggs Type Indicator basic workshop " 

Conducted by Sister Ann O’Sullivan of Emmaus House, 

Pastoral & Retreat Centre, Bristol 
July 19-2 1st £55 
“Franciscan Retreat’’ 

Conducted by Father Bill Simons 

A retired priest in the Diocese of Peterborough, Counsellor and member of the 
Third Order 
July 23- 26th £55 

“A Taste oflgnatlan Spirituality”: A Retreat for Beginners 
Conducted by the Reverend W.J. Thompson Baptist Minister in Yeovil 
October 26-2Sth £50 
“Approaching Christmas " 

Conducted by the Reverend Jim Cotter Author, Broadcaster and Christian Counsellor 
December 3-5th £50 

All Retreats VAT exempt : Deposit £5 per person 
For further details and a booking form contact the Reverend Peter Naylor Ecton House, 
Church Way, Ecton, Northampton NN6 0QE 
Northampton (0604) 406442/407223 (guests) 


ST GABRIEL’S HOUSE 

CANTERBURY DIOCESAN RETREAT AND CONFERENCE CENTRE 
44 Elm Grove, Westgate-on-Sea, Kent, CT8 8LB. Tel: Thanet (0843) 32033 
WARDENS: John and Audrey Hess 
Programme of Retreats for 1993-4 
21 to 23 May 1993: Open Retreat (Rev Dr. Martin Israel) 

28 June to 2 July: 1993 Minibreak week of refreshment 

13 to 20 July: Open Holiday Week 

24 to 26 September: Open Retreat 

I to 4 November: Clergy Retreat 

28 to 30 January, 1994: Beginners Retreat. 



For Your 
Church 
Conference 
PRICES HELD AT 1992 LEVELS 


CONFERENCE FACILITIES 
INCLUDE: 


• CONFERENCE LOUNGE 
Seating 140 

• CABIN Seating 100 

• QUIET ROOM and WRITING ROOM 
Seating 25 each 

Weekend or Mid-Week 

Ring Michael Alderson now on 0227 373254 for full details 


HOUSE FACILITIES INCLUDE: 

• 200 SEATER DINING ROOM 
with Waiter/Waitress Service 

• ‘STANNAH* CHAIR LIFT to First 
Floor 

• 60 BEDROOMS • 1 40 BEDS 

• TEA STATIONS and PERSONAL 
WASHING FACILITIES IN ALL 
BEDROOMS 


Conference equipment is provided, 
including PA, recording and audio- 
visual equipment. An induction loop is 
also available. 

Our catering team aims to provide 
appetising nutritious dishes using 
fresh fruit and vegetables wherever 
possible. Vegetarian and any other 
diets can be catered for. 

Table tennis and pool tables are situat- 
ed in a basement Games Room. There 
are facilities for disabled guests 
throughout the College. 

Overnight accommodation 
For weekend or longer events the 
College can accommodate up to 25 
people in centrally heated single 
rooms, with excellent wardrobe space, 
wash basins and shaver points. 

More details 

If you wish to visit the conference 
facilities, or would like further details 
and available dates, please contact 
Darren Heathcote, College Bursar, 
Wilson Carlile College of Evangelism, 
50 Cavendish Street, Sheffield, S3 
7RZ. Tel: 0742 787020; Fax: 0742 
795863 . 



HOLIDAYS WITH A 
DIFFERENCE 

AT HOTELS 8Y THE SEA AND IN 

THE COUNTRYSIDE 

Lake District Dorset Wye Valley, East Sussex, Yorkshire, 
North Wales, Devon, Cornwall, Derbyshire 

"send"for" your "re" BROCHURE " 

Send to Methodist Guild Holidays. Derwent House. Cromford, Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5JG 

Name: _ 


&BFjN 


Christian Holiday and 
Leisure Complex 
Dolfor, Newtown, Powys 
SY16 4AJ 

New Conference suite seat- 
ing 600. 

Over 400 beds. 
Superb sports facilities. 
Affordable prices 
Tel: 0686 625275 
Fax: 0686 626122 



St. Deiniol*s 
Residential 
Library 

(Near Chester) 

offers a unique experience, a 
large library, comfortable, 
modern accommodation. Ideal 
for conferences, continuing 
education, sabbaticals. 
Reasonable charges, with 
reduced rate for clergy and 
sabbaticals. 

Send SAE to 
Booking Secretary, 

St. Deiniol's Library, 
Hawarden, Clwyd CH5 3DF 
Tel: 0244 532350 
Fax: 0244531256 



WICK COURT 
CENTRE 

Wick, Bristol BS15 5RB 
0272 373562 

Low cost residential centre, 
especially suitable for young 
people. Beautiful surround- 
ings. Hard court, adventure 
playground, river with raft. 
Minimum group size 25; maxi- 
mum 58. Full board or self 
catering. 


□ Church weekends 

□ Groups, individuals 
and family holidays... 

Blackpool (0253) 54370 
Bournemouth (0202) 554933 
Hastings (0424) 437622 
Llandudno (0492) 877187 
Paignton (0803) 557856 
Scarborough (0723) 360581 
Lake District (05395) 68676 
Weston-super-Mare (0934) 621585 


Methodist Holiday Hotels 
212 Kettering Road, Northampton NNl 4BN 
Tel: (0604) 32792 


A conference at 
the Wycliffe Centre 
could drive you 
to your knees. 

The Wycliffe Centre is dedicated to 
helping Christians to 
“Be still and know that I ant God." 
ft 1 9 

We would love to welcome you - 
especially families, but any group 
from 1—120. T he Wycliffe Centre 
is situated close to the M40. 

ft 1 

For more details write or phone: 
Conference Manager. The Wycliffe Centre. 
Horsleys Green, High Wycombe Bucks HP14 3XL 
Tel: 0494 482521 


CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY CENTRES 


4 SELF-CATERING CENTRES IN ENGLAND & SCOTLAND 

Accommodation for groups of 8-168. 
Ideal for holidays, camp activities, and 
study base all year round - suits all 
ages, indoor and outdoor sport 
Plenty to do in beautiful surroundings. 
Send for full details to: 

Christine Woods, Barnabas Trust 
FREEPOST, Tonbridge 
Kent TN11 9BR (no stamp required) 
Tel: 0732 354690 


Darnabai Trust 




Baptist 

Holiday 

Fellowship ud 

A registered charity 

WESTHOLME 

MINEHEAD 

Further information from 
Mrs Christine Lawrence, 
Westholme, The Esplanade, 
Minehead TA24 5QP 
Tel: 0643 703473 



Conference Centre 
Christian hotel and 
self-catering flats. 

Directly on Sea Front and nestled 
under the hills of Exmoor. 
Superb comfort and excellent 
company. 

Families welcome. 



Come and Enjoy Spring and 
Summer at 

Morley Retreat 
House 

hi Beautiful, quiet, country setting 
We invite you to join us for any of the following: 

28 May-4 June, 7 days: Painting and Prayer Retreat — Beginners <fc 
more experienced, with Chaplain The Rev'd John Slyfield and Tutor 
Harry Claxton 

11-13 June, Weekend: Managing Stress Creatively — with Tutors 

David and Rosemary Gardener & Peter Lewis 

14-16 June, Mon-Wed: "Prayer from Head to Heart" — An Open 

Retreat with author and Retreat Conductor Angela Ashwin 

28-30 June, Mon-Wed: Enjoying God in All Things — A Taste of 

Ignatian Spirituality with Retreat Conductor The Rev’d Will 

Thompson 

16-18 July, Weekend: "A Clown in the Kingdom" — A Gowning 
weekend including games, exercises, circus skills and the ministry of 
the clown with professional clown The Rev'd Roly Bain 
2-6 August, 5 days: A Painting Holiday — for beginners and more 
experienced painters with Artist and personal tutor Colin Jones 
13-15 August, weekend : A Summer Retreat — "Healing - More or 
less" with Author and Retreat Conductor The Rev’d Jim Cotter 
For details of these and other events please contact: 
Morley Retreat House, Church Lane, Morley, 
Derby DE7 6DE. 

Tel: Derby (0332)831293 




THE WILSON CARLILE COLLEGE 
OF EVANGELISM, SHEFFIELD 


The Wilson Carlile College of Evangelism is the training 1 
college of Church Army in the British Isles. It offers an ideal 
venue for a wide variety of events ranging from large 
formal conferences, to training days, annual meetings, or 
small group sessions. 



FOR YOUR CONFERENCE 

□ Space for over 150 delegates, all facilities cater for 
disabled guests too 

□ Eleven fully-equipped meeting rooms 

□ Theology Library with nearly 10,000 books, audio and 
video tapes 

□ Chapel 

□ Audio-visual suite, with recording studio 

□ Conference equipment including Public address system 

□ Recreational facilities e.g. Pool table. Tennis, Darts 

□ Overnight accommodation for up to 25 people in 
Centrally Heated single spacious rooms 

□ Professional flexible catering company 

□ Large car park nearby 



¥ 


MORE DETAILS 

If you wish to visit the conference facilities, or would like I 
further details and available dates, please contact 
Darren Heathcote, College Bursar, Wilson Carlile College I 
of Evangelism, 50 Cavendish Street, Sheffield, S3 7RZ. 

Tel: 0742 787020; Fax: 0742 795863. 
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The March issue 
of The DOOR 
carried a profile 
of The Abbey at 
Sutton 
Courtenay. 

It provoked an 
emotive response, 
including the 
following 
contribution 



The Abbey at Sutton 
Courtenay - another view 

“ And they that shall turn away their ears from the truth and shall be turned into fables. ” 

(2 Tim 4 : v4) 

Jesus warned us that Satan is a liar and the father of lies. ( John 8: v 44). The apostle John 
writes , “ Who is the liar? It is the man that denies Jesus is the Christ. ” (1 John 2 : v 22) 


I have visited the Abbey on 
two occasions, and both of 
them were painful. The first 
was in April 1992, when at the 
end of Artweek there was an 
open day there. Amidst all the 
‘olde worlde charm’ it was quite 
easy to discern a much older 
theme; more ancient than even 
the 14th century building could 
have witnessed. 

The concept of the New Age 
which is the driving force of this 
misguided community is not, as 
the Revd Susan Cole- King said 
Hn your report, ‘ profoundly Chris- 
tian’. The most superficial 
amount of serious research re- 
veals it to be ‘ profoundly pagan’ 
and rooted, not in Christianity 
but in the mystery religion of 
Babylon. 

The person, or as they would 
say ‘ archetype’, that you find 
exalted here is the mother god- 
dess — albeit disguised as the 
‘feminine principle’, or ‘Gaia’ , 
or even ‘Creation’. 

Yes, they talk of ‘Christ’ too, 
but it is not the humble carpenter 
of Nazareth, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the one and only way to 
the Father. Theirs is the ‘cosmic 
christ’ or ‘christ consciousness’, 
as proclaimed by such self-styled 


by Alan Bourne 


mystics as Shirley Maclaine and 
Marilyn Ferguson. They seek not 
the Saviour Jesus Christ, but 
‘christing ’, and impersonal trans- 
formed awareness supposedly 
obtainable by use of the right 
spiritual exercises and not even 
special to Jesus. Buddha, Krish- 
na, Mohammed — and others, 
they say — were probably just as 
much ‘ christ’ as he was. Who 
did John say is the liar? 

My second visit to the Abbey 
was to hear a public lecture on 
the ‘cosmic christ’ by an emi- 
nent professor of divinity from 
Oxford. I was prepared for some 
slightly odd theology, but not for 
anything of the kind that was 
presented. 

He raised great mirth among 
the ‘Friends of the Abbey’ by 
mockery of such a ridiculous 
notion that anyone could be saved 
by Jesus: “Why, we don’t even 
know if he has a long beard or a 
short one !” (more laughter). 

My wife and I decided to leave. 
I admit I was rude enough to 
protest and interrupt his talk, but 
it seemed a minor sin in the face 


of such blasphemy. We were es- 
corted from the building by the 
Director of the Abbey, and I have 
no desire to return. 

Why would any Christian — 
who has repented of unbelief and 
perhaps also of false religion or 
occultism, and who has put their 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
has accepted His one never-to- 
be-repeated sacrifice as uniquely 
and totally sufficient to save them 
— want to have anything to do 
with a place like this? 

It is a place where visitors are 
encouraged to have a ‘reveren- 
tial attitude’ to pagan divinities; 
to practise Hinduism; to perform 
magical dances; to try to stimu- 
late the ‘flow of energy’ around 
their bodies; to practise spiritual 
healing techniques according to 
heathen philosophies; to chant 
mantras; to study sorcery and 
witchcraft (now made more ‘re- 
spectable’ by being called ‘posi- 
tive thinking’ and ‘shamanism’ 
respectively); tpget involved with 
Buddhist meditation etc etc — 
the list is endless. 

Well, not quite endless, actual- 
ly. One thing 1 believe you will 
not find here is the simple Gospel 
of salvation through faith in Je- 
sus Christ alone. 


Creative Ideas for Youth 
Leaders 


T wo questions spring to 
mind when reading a 
book for review — is it 
useful, and does it fill a gap in the 
resources available? In reading 
Creative Ideas for Youth Evan- 
gelism by Nick Aiken (Marshall 
Pickering, £6.99) the answer to 
both questions must be an un- 
" qualified ‘yes’. 

The book combines a prepara- 
tion course in the why and how 



of evangelism with a tried and 
tested series of suggested practi- 
cal activities. It acts as a useful 
manual, but also raises the read- 
er’s awareness of further possi- 
bilities. 

On the negative side, the book 
is written from a narrow evan- 
gelical tradition, with one or two 
theological hiccups — which 
might make some of the material 
difficult to use within other Chris- 
tian traditions. The book also 
assumes previous knowledge of 
youth leadership, particularly in 
describing some possible activi- 
ties, with little ‘ further reading ’ 



Darkness into light 



Charlotte Boggis Clarke works as 
a volunteer at the Church of Christ 
the Cornerstone, in Milton 
Keynes. However, she first came 
to England before the War as a 
timid little foreigner from 
Germany to marry the Vicar of 
Thaxted, East Anglia. 

Perpetual Springtime (Potpourri 
Publications, 12 Silver Street, 
Newport Pagnell) is a delightful 
mixture of stories about people 
and places, poems, drawings such 
as the St George illustrated left, 
and thought-provoking pieces. 
You will also learn about light 
shining in the darkness and the 
“Divinity all around us”. Any 
profits from the book’s sales are 
going to Newport Parish Church’s 
restoration appeal. 


Worship with the 
young in mind 


advice given. A final warning is 
the lack of a female voice: the 
book would undoubtedly have 
benefited from this additional 
perspective. 

Creative Ideas for Youth Evan- 
gelism is not a ‘pick up and use’ 
book of instant answers, but in a 
country where 85 per cent of 
young people never go to church, 
help is always welcome. The 
book, written as it is by youth 
professionals, is another arrow 
in the quiver of the youth leader. 

Taff Davies 
Taff Davies is the Deanery 
Youth Officer for the Oxford 
Deanery. 


I f you have had the oppor- 
tunity to read Youth Cul- 
ture and the Gospel by 
Pete Ward and were challenged 
by its content, you will be equal- 
ly challenged by Worship and 
Youth Culture (Harper Collins, 
£5.99) to think about ‘Alterna- 
tive worship’ as a means through 
which God can set young people 
free to “express their faith in 
their own cultural terms”. 

Pete describes the evolution- 
ary process which has led to the 
establishment of JOY and an ‘Al- 
ternative Worship’ service in 
Oxford (see Dec 1992 DOOR). 
Such developments need to be 
encouraged to grow, and he talks 
of the necessity to meet young 
people, form friendships with 
them, gain their trust, and help 
them to develop their own styles 
of worship and praise. 

The second section focuses on 
‘Doing Worship’ and offers help- 


ful suggestions about the practi- 
calities, drawing once again on 
the experiences of JOY. 

At a time when one senses that 
the gulf between the culture of 
our Church and that of some of 
our young people can be best 
described as a giant chasm, Pete ’s 
latest book challenges us once 
again to think afresh about the 
worship needs of young people. 

Going off and creating alterna- 
tive worship similar to JOY may 
not be the answer for everyone, 
but central to the challenge is the 
fact that young people need to be 
involved in creating worship 
which is of them and of their 
culture. 

How much we really endeav- 
our to do this is a question for all 
of us, and that is why I would like 
to encourage you to read this 
new publication. 

Peter Ball 
Diocesan Youth Adviser 


CLASSIFIEDS 


SERVICES 


TIM CROUTER 

Brass instrumental 

TEACHER 

FREELANCE CONDUCTOR 
& TUBA SOLOIST 

0793 692740 


TOWER CLOCK SPECIALIST 


A J Nicholls MBHI 

Horological Engineer 





0272 446276 

Unit 3, 74 Oak Road 
Horfield, Bristol 
BS7 8RZ 


Old clocks conserved 
New clocks commissioned 
Autowinders and night silencing 


FRAMING 

Pictures, Tapestries, Embroidery, 
Certificates, Mirrors framed to 
suit your requirements. 

For further details contact: 
Derek Pepper, Bell Cottage, Bell 
Lane, Brightwell-cum-Sotwell, 
Wallingford, Oxon 0X10 0QD or 
Phone 0491 39228 


COUNSELLING 

Anxiety - Stress - Grief 
- Relationships - Change - 
Spiritual Growth 
Individuals and Groups 
Courses by arrangement 

Tel: (0865) 62691 

For appointment or brochure 


^fiance 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Re-builds, restorations, regular tuning and maintenance visits 
6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESHAM, BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 

Member Incorporated Society of Organ Builders 


/'work & CAREER GUIDANCeN 

• Counselling for Change 

• Aptitude Testing 

• Career Focus and Planning 

• Clarifying Goals 

For appointment or tree leaflet, please call: 

Charles Gamer ma, d» p .c.g. 

Newbury 34424 J 

DAVID WASLEY M.A. ATC AMGP 
ARTIST IN STAINED GLASS. CON- 
SERVATOR and FERRAMENTA 
specialist. Tel: 0494 523978. Somer- 
set House, 145 London Road, High 
Wycombe, Bucks HP1 1 1 BT. 

DAVID J HERRING, Pipe organ, 
Harmonium and Piano Repairer and 
Tuner. Est. 18 Years. Tel 0865 
874590. 


FOR SALE 


SECONDHAND BOOKS 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

All subjects including bindings 
Blakeway Books, 13 Bridge Street, 
Hungerford RQ17 0EH 

(0488) 683581 

Fridays & Sets; other days often open 
but best to phone. 


50 KNEELERS: black leather with 
brass hooks, 31 x 21 x 8cms, 
surplus to requirements £5 each. 
Telephone: 0908 670560 


FOR SALE: Assorted Cassocks and 
Surplices. Ring 029675 537 


WANTED 


WANTED, Double Bass (older one 
preferred). Pleae apply Box No 983, 
Goodhead Publishing, 33 Witney 
Road, Eynsham, Oxon OX8 1PJ. 


FUNERALS 


BROMLEY & 
SON 

Funeral Directors 

145 Magdalen Road 
Telephone 
Oxford 792227 

24-hour setvice to all areas. 
Dedicated Chapels of Rest. 
Pre-arranged funeral plans 
available with price and 
service guarantee. 

Monumental Mason 

Funeral Director 
Stanley Totton 



FISHER + 
TOWNSEND 

(Funeral 
Directors) 

Office and Chapel of Rest 

81 High Street 
Witney 

Tel: (0993) 702675 

day and night 
Manager - 
Funeral Director 
PETER SMITH 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
Memorial Showroom 
Mon-Fri 
9am-5pm 
Now open on 
Saturday 9-12 



I WISH TO BUT 

Old postcards, Military 
medals and militaria, English 
and Foreign coins, and other 
interesting items. 
Please call anytime: 

0494-528092 


AUTHORS 


AUTHORS 


Let us publish your book. 

Most subjects considered, includ- 
ing religion, memoirs, poems and 
first books. 


AVON BOOKS (TD) 


Aubrey House, 83/85 Bridge Road, 
East Molesey, Surrey KT8 9HH. 

Member Association of Christian Booksellers. 


NEW AUTHORS 


PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 


Especially Religion, Poetry, Memoirs, 
Missionary Stories, Travel, Theology. 
Authors World-wide Invited 


MINERVA PRESS 

2 Old Brompton Road, London SW7 7DQ 


AUTHORS 

YOUR BOOK PUBLISHED 

All subjects including Memoirs, Reli- 
gion, Poetry, Children's Stories and Fic- 
tion. New authors welcome. 
Write for details to: 

ADELPHI PRESS (Dept A. 24) 
4/6 Effie Road, London SW6 1TD 

















The DOOR, May 1993 23 


Music * Courses * Worship • Exhibitions • Services 


CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL, 
OXFORD. Sunday Services: 8am Holy 
Communion. 10am Matins. 11.15am 
Sung Eucharist. 6pm Evensong. Week- 
days: 7. 1 5am Matins. 7.35am Holy Com- 
munion. 6pm Evensong (Thursdays 
Evensong 5.35pm and Sung Eucharist 
6pm). 

SPIRIT LEVEL is broadcast every Sun- 
day morning between 7am and 9am on 
BBC Radio Oxford (95.2FM). The pro- 
gramme features music, news and views 
from local churches. Thought For the 
Day may be heard each weekday morn- 
ing at 7.57am in the Oxford AM pro- 
gramme. 

MAY 

Fri April 30-Sun May 9 North OX- 
FORD FLAME OF FAITH WEEK at St 
Margaret’s Church, St Margaret’s Road, 
led by five Franciscans including Broth- 
er James and Sister Pat. Events and serv- 
ices every d&y including: May 1 10am 
Children ’s banner-making. 4pm Tea par- 
ty and Salvation Army Band procession. 
May 3 church open day and 2pm chil- 
dren ’s concert. May 4 7. 1 5pm Taiz 6 com- 
munion and 8.30pm any questions. May 
8 service of healing. Full details from 
Juliet Brooks (0865 510134). 

Sat I OXFORD. Turbulent Priests: Is- 
sues in Church and State. A lecture on the 
Church of England, its history and the 
possibility of disestablishment. With 
Canon Vincent Strudwick and others. 
Tuition £18. Contact University of Ox- 
ford Department for Continuing Educa- 
tion 0865 270360. 

Sat 1 HAMBLEDEN. Concert by Vival- 
di Concertante at St Mary’s 7.30pm. 
Vivaldi, Bellini, Haydn, Mozart, Tchaik- 
ovsky, Grieg. Tickets £6 (0491 574652) 
or at the door. 

Sat I CHARLTON-ON-OTMOOR 
Annual May Garland Service 10am, fol- 
lowed by Maypole dancing in the street. 
Coffee and refreshments. 

Sat 1 WANTAGE Challow Chamber 
Players present selection from Elgar, 
Vaughan Williams, Britten and Tippett. 
Parish Church 7.30pm. Tickets £5 & 
£3.50 Tel: 02357 4278. 

Sat 1 BLEWBURY. Verse and prose 


readings on theme of Home or Away by 
Margaret Exon and Betty Stephenson 
with music by Tony West at St Michael’s 
Church 8pm. Tickets £3 including wine. 
Children £1.50. proceeds in aid of the 
homeless. Tickets: Margaret Exon 0235 
850677. 

Mon 3 BISHAM Open day at All Saint’s 
Church 1 lam-4pm. Ploughman’s lunch- 
es and teas. Choral evensong sung by the 
church choir and friends. 

Wed 5 HIGH WYCOMBE Adrian 
Plass: From a Bouncy Castle. Christian 
writer and broadcaster in search of ‘ Faith 
that works ’ . 8pm at St Andrew ’s, Hatters 
Lane Cost £3. 

Wed 5-Sat 8 HENLEY-ON-THAMES. 

Performances of One Solitary Life — the 
Ministry of Jesus at the Kenton Theatre. 
Actors, singers etc are sought — contact 
Shelagh Cowan 0491 579360 or Caro- 
line Kristoffersen 0491 571963. 

Thu 6 OXFORD St Matthew’s Church: 
‘Growing New Christians’ a seminar with 
Steve Croft. 7.30-9.30pm. Information: 
CPAS 0926 334242. 

Sat 8 NEWBURY. Kreisler String Or- 
chestra perform Spring Serenade, a con- 
cert of music by Elgar, Dvorak and 
Tchaikovsky. St George’s Church 
7.30pm. Tickets £12 or £7.50. 0635 
49919. 

Sat 8 SOUTH ASCOT Concert at All 
Souls’ Church to celebrate 20th anniver- 
sary of the Vicar, Revd D Sebastian 
Jones. Tickets £3 in aid of Paul Bevan 
MacMillan Appeal for a new day hos- 
pice at Heatherwood Hospital. Enquiries 
0344 24535. 

Sat 8 ELLESBOROUGH Hobby and 
Collectors’ exhibition at Butlers Cross 
Village Hall 10.30am-4.30pm. Free en- 
try. Enquiries 0296 623093. 

Sat 8 WANTAGE Organ recital by Gra- 
ham Blyth on his Copeman Hart organ. 
Bach, Frank Martin, Cesar Frank. Parish 
Church 7.30pm. Tickets £5 & £3.50. Tel: 
02357 4278. 

Sat 8 COOKHAM Music in the church 
with choir of Holy Trinity at St Mary’s, 
White Waltham 7.30pm. Tickets £5 from 
0628 38569. Proceeds to chapel window 
restoration. 

Sun 9 DORCHESTER Abbey. Associ- 
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ation of Inter-church families 12.30pm 
lunch, 2pm video. Children welcome. 
Discussion and worship. Details Revd 
John Crowe 0865 340007. 

Mon 10 WEST WYCOMBE 8-9.45pm 
at St Lawrence’s. Also Jun 14 and July 
12: The Living Churchyard: course on 
maintenance, regulation and conserva- 
tion with Revd Michael Staines, Vicar of 
West Wycombe Group. £8. Details CCTP 
0494 481 550. 

Tue 11 OXFORD CMS bring and buy 
coffee morning organised by Women’s 
Oxford Auxiliary Committee. 10.30-12 
St Andrew’s Church, Linton Road. Talk 
by Cecily Boreham: ‘On the Banks of the 
Jordan’. Entrance and coffee 40p. 

Sat 15 WANTAGE Capriccio presents 
A Baroque Evening in Period Costume. 
Bach, Teleman, Vivaldi. Parish Church 
7.30pm. Tickets £5 & £3.50. Tel: 02357 
4278. 

Sat 15 HOLTSPUR Voted On! a course 
for members of Anglican Church Coun- 
cils - what is your role on the PCC? A 
time to raise questions and deepen vi- 
sion. Led by Anne Faulkner, parish de- 
velopment adviser. St Thomas Church 
Lounge 10am- 12. 30pm £3. Details 0494 
481 550. 

Sat 15 ISLIP May Market 10.30am- 
12.30pm on Cross Tree Green. Home- 
made cakes. Plants, Shrubs, Tombola 
etc. Refreshments. All in aid of church 
funds. 

Sat 15 MERTON LOVE OVER GOLD: 



Chinnor Christian Aid, with the support of Schwartz Spices, is holding its ninth Icknield Way 
Charity Run on Saturday, May 22 at 10am. The course starts and ends in Chinnor and 
includes a path through beech and pine woods along the Ridgeway. Contestants may enter for 
a 10km run or Half Marathon. Individuals and teams wishing to enter should contact 
Elizabeth Thorpe, 9 Van Diemens Road, Chinnor, or Tel. 0844 351565. Entry fee £4, or £5 on 
day. Photo shows the start of last year’s race. 


meet author of coffee advert book Susan- 
nah James, and raise money for church 
clock. At 8pm in Merton Village Hall. 
Tickets £4 in advance or £5 on the door. 
Ring 086 733 294. 

Sun 16 ADDERBURY Colegraves 
Seeds are opening their glasshouses bt- 
ween 12-5pm. Entrance £1 Proceeds to 
St Peter’s Church Hook Norton. Refresh- 
ments. 

Sun 16 WANTAGE Matine recital 1685 
by Jane Berrett, Graham Blyth, Rickman 
Godlee and Miranda Wilson. Parish 
Church 3.30pm Tickets £2 & £1. tel: 
02357 4278. 

Mon 17 GERRARDS CROSS Full 
Gospel Business Men’s Fellowship din- 
ner with speaker Ian Gordon. Details 
Bob Sutton 02407 4689. 

Thu 20-Fri 21 CHINNOR The Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe — a rock 
opera presented by local musicians in aid 
of Christian Aid Week. Chinnor Village 
Hall 7.45pm. Tickets £4 or £3 from 0844 
352472. 

Sat 22 ASCOT Garden open 1 0am- 1 2pm 
at Haining Cottage, Brockenhurst Rd, 
Ascot on A330. Display of azaleas and 


rhododendrons. Bedding plants and pro- 
duce sale. Admission £1 includes coffee. 
All proceeds to Berkshire Churches Trust. 
Dr EJ Leighton 0344 20840. 

Fri 21-Sun 23 STONY STRATFORD. 
Renewal of Faith in Flowers’ to cele- 
brate silver jubilee of St Mary & St Giles 
parish. Enquiries 0908 562148. 

Sat 22 OXFORD.St Clement’s Church 
7.30pm ‘In His Presence’ by Roger May- 
or: an act of worship in a variety of 
musical styles. 

Sat 22 AYLESBURY Christian Rock 
Concert with After the Blitz at 8pm in St 
Mary’s Church. Tickets £2.50 towards 
Christian Aid Week. Youth Groups wel- 
come. Ring 0296 24276. 

Sat 22 AYLESBURY St Mary’s May 
Fayre llam-4pm. Ten per cent of pro- 
ceeds to Christian Aid. 

Sat 22 WANTAGE Music for Eliza- 
beth. Oxford Pro Musica Singers with 
Alison Bendy on guitar. A Garland for 
the Queen and Oriana. Parish Church 
7.30pm Tickets £5 & £3.50 tel: 02357 
4278. 

Sat 22 HORSPATH Village Fete 2pm 
with fancy dress procession from St Giles 


Church to the Village Hall and Bowley 
Field. Silver band, stalls and sideshows, 
bouncy castle. Entrance by lucky pro- 
gramme 20p. 

Sat 22 HIGH WYCOMBE Coronation 
Celebration and Workshop at St Francis 
Terriers start 10am cost £2. Come and 
sing the anthems sung at the coronation 
of HM the Queen including 1 was glad, 
My heart is inditing and Zadoc the Priest. 
Details: Mrs M BoWer 0628 523299. 
Sat 29-Mon 31 MILTON KEYNES. 
Downs Bam, Cross and Stable Church 
Flower Festival to celebrate the raising 
of the bells. Saturday: Concert conduct- 
ed by Adrian Boynton, musical director, 
Christ the Cornerstone. Sunday: Festal 
Evensong 6pm. Preacher Brian Gatward, 
treasurer Oxford Diocesan Guild of Bell- 
ringers. 

Sat 29-Mon 31 PITSTONE Church 
Spring Festival with flowers, art and 
crafts. Open Sat 2-6pm Sun and Mon 
1 lam-6pm. Evensong Sunday 6pm. De- 
tails 0296 661544. 

Sat 29-Mon 31 TADMARTON Victo- 
rian Village Festival with flowers at St 
Nicholas’ Church 10am-6pm. Lunches, 
teas, paintings and plants for sale and 
four gardens open. Details 0295 78212. 
Mon 31 WROXTON Church fete and 
craft fair 1pm. Royal British Legion 
Youth band, Julie Bruce gymnastics and 
dance, teas. Punch and Judy. Gardens 
open. Free parking. Details 0295 730285. 
Sat 29-Mon 31 WING Festival of 
thanksgiving with flowers at Church of 
all Saints 10am-6pm with theme of crafts 
ancient and modem. Saturday 8pm con- 
cert featuring Launton Handbell Ringers 
and Sunday 6pm Evensong. 

Sun 30 NEWBURY Pentecost Pilgrim- 
age with Churches Together in the New- 
bury area organised by the Youth Com- 
mittee. 2.30pm walk starts from East 
Ilsley Church. 4.30pm walkers reach 


Hillier Garden Centre, Hermitage. 
6.15pm picnic tea in St Nicholas Church 
Hall, Newbury. 7pm Pentecost Praise at 
St Nicholas Church. Details Alan Pool* 
0635 47923. 

JUNE 

Sat 5 HAMBLEDEN. Concert by Ian 
and Jennifer Partridge at St Mary’s 
7.30pm. Schubert’s Die Schone Muller- 
in and Beethoven’s An Die Feme Ge- 
liebte. Tickets £6 (0491 574652) or at the 
door. 

Wed 16 HIGH WYCOMBE Space for 
God - an evening of words and silence 
led by Revd David Runcorn, chaplain of 
Lee Abbey. 8pm St Augustine’s Church. 
£3. Details CCTP 0494 481 550. 

Sat 19-Mon 21 BLADON. Flower Fes- 
tival St Martin’s Church 10am-7pm 
(11am Sunday). Proceeds to church and 
NSPCC. 

Mon 21 GERRARDS CROSS Full 
Gospel Business Men’s Fellowship din- 
ner. Details Bob Sutton 0494 874689. 
Sat 26 NETTLEBED Flower Festival 
St Bartholomew’s Church followed by 
concert. Telephone 0491 681626. 

Fri 18-Tue 20 GUILDFORD. Animal 
Welfare Retreat. £60 including board 
and lodging. Send SAE to Mrs Brenda 
Perridge, 8 Dukes Close, North Weald, 
Epping, Essex CM 16 6DA. 

Sat 26 CHESHAM One day retreat 
10.30am-5pm St George’s Church, 
Tylers Hill led by Sister Pamela Hayes of 
the Society of the Sacred Heart. Cost 
£10. Take lunch. Contact CCTP 0494 
481 550. 

( Entries for the June What’s 
On should he received by Wed 
May 12, 1993). 


^Diocesan Sunday Prayer Diary ^ 

May 2 Deanery of Newbury. Those who work in shops and the retail 
trade. Installation of 450th anniversary bells at Cross & Stable 
Church, Milton Keynes. 

May 9 Deanery of Bradfield. Those who work in service industries. 
Melanesian Mission in the South West Pacific and the work of 
Melanesian Brothers in this country. 

May 16 Christian Aid Week. All those who work in multi-national 
companies. 

May 23 Industrial mission and all those who work in manufacturing 
industries. 

May 30 Pentecost Deanery of Mursley. All those who work in 
i health care. George Carey, Archbishop of Canterbury. j 



COUNSELLING 


HOLIDAYS 


31 


& 


INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING 

COUNSELLING SKILLS 


CERTIFICATE COURSES. 1 YEAR DIPLOMA COURSES. 2 YEAR DIPLOMA 
COURSES. TRAINING RESOURCES. — ALL COURSES OF A HOME STUDY 
BASIS — SUMMER SCHOOL ACCREDITED BY THE COUNCIL OF 
ACCREDITING CORRESPONDENCE COLLEGES. 

For further details please write: 

REGISTRAR. INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING, 

DEPT U, 6 DIXON STREET, GLASGOW G1 4 AX 1 CACCI 


CARERS 


FLORIDA 

TO RENT: 

LUXURY 4-BEDROOM VILLA 

• A large fully self contained villa. • Private 
healed swimming pool. • Fully air conditioned. 

• Master bedroom with en suite Roman bathroom 

• New property, built April 1992 • 
Approximately 1/4 acre gardens. • Secluded and 
wooded location • Communal tennis courts • 
Communal swimming pool (in addition to private 
pool) • Close to major attractions (Disney World, 
Sea World, Universal Studios etc) 

Please phone: 0344 28475 

Evenings preferred 


DAILY CARER AVAILABLE: 
Mature Experienced Gentle and 
Helpful. Generally references 
provided. (0608) 643130 


NAZARETH & 
BETHANY HOUSE 
Residential homes 
for the elderly 

Good cooking, friendly atmos- 
phere, are looking for a lady to 
share ground floor room. 
Also single room on 1st floor* 
for mobile person. 

For further details please contact 
Nicholas Poulcherios: 

Tel: 0494 526763' 
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Oxfordshire’s County Information Centre 
for People with Disabilities 

Rivermead Centre 
Abingdon Road 
Oxford OX1 4XD 
0865 791818 

A Member of DIAL UK — Affiliated to the Disabled Living Centres — Registered Charity No. 285644 
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BLENHEIM 
PALACE 

Woodstock, Oxon. 


IV1AY BANK HOLIDAY 
Saturday, Sunday & Monday 
IVlciy 1st, 2nd & 3rd 
lOam - 6pm Daily 


OXFORDSHIRE 

CRAFT.SHOW 



Now on© of the finest Craft Shows in England, beautiful 
Blenheim Palace is the superb back-drop for some of 
the most gifted Craftsmen. Artists Sl Designers in Britain 
to exhibit. Quality arena events and plenty for the 
children to do ensure a enjoyable weekend for all. 

• Adults £2.50 Children / OAPs £1.50 

, ... r , , Anot^$r quality event frarru v . 


The Attractions 

Beautiful 
Crafts 
From 
Nationally 
Selected 
Craftsmen 
Artists 
& Designers 

Demonstrations 

Falconry 

Displays 

Sheepdog 

Fiandling 

Ferret Racing 

Blacksmiths 

Competition 

Lace Exhibition 

Music 

Childrens 
Puppet Shows 
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A High Wycombe miracle 

Kim Gibson is a former night club singer who went 
through a ‘ bad divorce’ before becoming a Christian. 
Then six years ago she set up Dove Word Ministries. 
She started with a bus in a High Wycombe car park 
from which she distributed hot drinks and food to the 
homeless. Now there are three hostels, one of which is 
Kim’s home, and a day centre housing 18 residents who 
are recovering from drug or alcohol addiction or who 
are simply unable to find a home anywhere else. At 
12pm each day the centre feeds about 20 ‘street people’. 

_ Venetia Horton reports 


Kim Gibson makes a clear dis- 
tinction between the homeless, 
who come and go as they like, 
and those who choose to be- 
come residents. The residents 
follow a strict routine. They 
must be up by 7.30am and in the 
day centre by 9am. After a prayer 
meeting they go to work: some 
in the stables, others clear gar- 
dens for elderly people while 
others may be sent out to do odd 
jobs for single mothers. Three 
or four people man the office 
and the kitchen. Everyone is 
back home at 4pm and on Sun- 
day they all go to church - with- 
out exception. 

The rehabilitation pro- 
gramme at Dove Word is based 
firmly on the Christian Gospel. 
All potential residents and the 
agencies which come into con- 
tact with them are told that 
‘tough love’ is the guiding prin- 
- ciple. House rules forbid ad- 
dicts from bringing drugs or al- 
cohol into the houses, from 
making or receiving telephone 
calls or even opening their own 
letters. All ‘Giros’ and any other 
money must be handed over to 
the house parents and anyone 
found with drugs will be re- 
ported to the police. 

The morning I arrived it 
was pouring with rain. About 
15 men and women were loung- 
ing on second-hand sofas and 
_ three dogs ran around the room 
also looking for space on the 
sofas. I had walked into a prayer 
meeting. Everyone was listen- 
ing intently to Kim. They had 


to. If anyone nodded off they 
were gently told to pay atten- 
tion; but the preaching wasn’t 
gentle. Kim’s loud voice rang 
out across the room as she read 
verses from the Bible, then ap- 
plied them to the situation fac- 
ing them that day. There had 
obviously been an argument and 
this was the sermon on recon- 
ciliation. 

Helping others 

She turned to the task in hand: 
“Look, there’s a young couple 
with a baby who have gone into 
a one-bedroomed house. They 
have no furniture, no cooking 
facilities, no carpets on the floor, 
no nothing. The Council says 
their grants won ’t come through 
for three weeks. Now I want 
two people to go and paint that 
house today, and I want a fur- 
ther two to go and get some 
carpet from my garage. There’s 
a table and chairs in my sun- 
lounge. Take them. I don’t care 
how long it takes, but I want that 
house a home for them today.” 

Sitting in the upstairs of- 
fice, busy with the sound of 
telephones and typewriters, Kim 
told me how it all began. “When 
I first started I knew I had to go 
beyond just feeding people be- 
cause I couldn’t sleep at night. 
I’d go home into a warm house 
and I couldn’t bear the thought 
that I’d locked them out in the 
cold. So I’d sometimes get up 
again and go out at one or two in 
the morning with flasks and 
blankets and feed them again. 






Kim Gibson talking to Dove Word residents at the morning Bible class 


I’ve always made it a ministry 
that if someone decides they 
want to come off alcohol today, 
there’s a place for them. The 
very fact the man ’s said he wants 
to stop means he needs help at 
that moment. And they don’t 
have to prove anything here.I 
give them the opportunity and 
sometimes they leave, but most 
of them ring up and ask to come 
back again. So they could be 
here two or three times before 
they’ve actually got their act 
together, but the success at the 
end is brilliant! You look at 
them now and think, if I hadn’t 
kept that door open, where 
would they be now?” 

“Those that come for reha- 
bilitation are normally here for 
a year to 18 months, but we’ve 
got older residents who have 
been here over two years be- 
cause they have got no family, 
no support. Most of them have 
an addiction, but not all. Like 
young Jeffrey. He was in a chil- 


dren’s home, never had an alco- 
hol or drug problem, but no- 
body would employ him. He 
just can’t hold down a job. Yet 
when he is at the stables, out in 
the open air with the horses, 
he’s a different boy. And he’s 
got a heart of gold. Jeffrey will 
do anything for anybody. So we 
pick up all the Jeffreys of the 
world and the Davids of the 
world, the ones that have been 
abused as children, whose minds 
have been so hurt and dam- 
aged.... 

“I think you live, eat and 
sleep this sort of work. People ’s 
lives don’t shut off at 5 o’clock. 
In fact I’ve found over the years 
that most of your problems are 
after dark, in the middle of the 
night. I think the loneliness hits 
a lot of people then. 

“I suppose I’m just Mum, 
they all call me Mum. I can’t 
really explain it, I just enjoy the 
work so much but sometimes 
the pain is so great. Like today 


with that young couple with a 
three-month old baby sleeping 
on the floor, and the Council or 
the DSS couldn’t care less. It 
just tears me apart. I just think, 
has society become so cold?” 

Kim was a nightclub singer 
before her marriage took her to 
Saudi Arabia. She returned to 
England when her youngest 
daughter went to school. After 
what she describes as a ‘bad’ 
divorce, she became a Christian 
eight years ago and, “found 
something in my life that I had 
always been looking for.” 

Chasing the dragon 

Last year -she visited Jackie 
Pullinger of Chasing the Dragon 
fame on her way back from set- 
ting up Dove Word Australia. 
She says she was quite amazed 
to find that although the culture 
in Hong Kong is of course very 
different, the methods Jackie is 
using are exactly the same as 
hers. Kim felt this was confir- 


mation from the Lord that she is 
running Dove Word as He 
wants: “It is really just letting 
people be people but with very 
disciplined Christian values.” 

So how do you cure heroin 
addicts? “I don’t. They cure 
themselves, and I think the only 
real, lasting cure is to have a 
real, deep Christian commit- 
ment in your life,” explained 
Kim. “It’s that void that needs 
filling. It’s the thing that fills 
the loneliness and the terrible 
long nights when you are trying 
to find something and can’t. 
Most of them haven’t known 
what it is to have someone to 
love, and I tell them that Jesus 
never lets them down. Man will 
always let you down, because 
that’s human nature, but Jesus 
will never let you down.” 

An appeal to raise £200,000 
to complete the purchase of the 
day centre is being co-ordinated 
by the Revd Paul Nicolson who 
is chairman of the council. The 
money is needed in addition to 
the £150,000 annual running 
costs. The next step is to find 
premises for a workshop where 
ex-residents can recondition and 
sell the old furniture, cookers 
and fridges that people give 
them. It would also provide a 
little pocket-money for men who 
have never known what it is to 
have a proper job. 

Before I left I met Paul and 
Debbie, both residents at Dove 
Word and who are planning to 
marry later this month. Paul, 
who says he has a background 
of alcoholism, imprisonment 
and rehabilitation centres, pre- 
viously left Dove “under a 
cloud.” But when he met Debbie 
and wanted help planning their 
marriage, “I had to humble 
myself to ring Kim up. I was 
expecting to be rejected because 
of my behaviour in the past, but 
after three years of not speaking 
to Kim, she just welcomed us 
back. She didn’t hesitate.” 

You can contact Paul Nicolson 
on 0491 638240 or Kim Gibson 
on 0494 471411. 


Rouse & Sadler 
HEALTHCARE 

58B High Street 
Aylesbury 

Powerchair Specialist and 
Lightweight wheelchair 
specialist. 

Competitive prices and 
ex-demonstration models. 

Use our experience 
to get the right model 
for your individual 
needs. 

(0296) 415003 


Antidisestablishmentarianism 

One of the longest words in the English language can be simply 
defined as the belief of those who resist the proposition that the Church 
should be deprived or deprive itself of any formal status in public life. 
The issue arises regularly both from within the Church and within the 
state. It is a posture which appeals to those who regard such a formal link 
with the state as an obstacle to real religion, and to those on the secular 
side who regard such links as misleading and hypocritical - for example, 
can we continue to pretend that this is a Christian society when only a 
small per cent of the population attends public worship at all? Would not 
the Church be more effective if it were seen as a free-standing institution 
uncompromised by the state connection? 1 confess myself an 
antidisestablishmentarian for three reasons. First, it would be an evil 
day when the state succumbed to an unqualified secularism without any 
Christian basis, and pointedly disowned centuries of so-called Christian 
civilisation. Second, the Church, without any public, visible role could 
more easily turn in on itself, surrendering any formal responsibility for 
the way we are governed or for the objectives which society may set for 
itself. Third, formal disestablishment would require painstaking and 
complex legislation, which any government would be reluctant to 
undertake, and would consume the energies of able churchmen whose 
time and skills could be better employed. This is nd programme for a 
Church committed to a decade of evangelism, seeking to stretch out a 
hand to a society with its own gigantic problems in the field of 
economics, in the maintenance of law and order, in foreign policy, and 
confronted with deepening divisions within the body politic at home. It 
would be quixotic for the Church at such a juncture in national affairs 
to seek to evade its responsibilities in local and national government, or 
to discard a long historical connection as old as English society itself in 
the interests of outward appearance and seeming independence. 

The House of Lords may well need reforming, the role of the 
monarchy may well need redefining, but I remain an unrepentant 
antidisestablishmentarian - not so much for the sake of the Church as for 
the sake of the nation. Stuart Blanch 



WHY CHOOSE US? 

Probably the 
Best Range of 
Doors, Windows and 
Conservatories in the 
Home Counties 

As a long established and well respected family business 
covering Bucks, Berks and Oxon our livelihood and 
reputation depends on giving the customer excellent 
products AT A PRICE THAT THE CUSTOMER 
WANTS TO PAY — not to mention : 

* Ten year insurance guarantee 

* No desposit required 

* Pay when the project is completed 

* Planned and fitted by our own craftsmen 

* Free design service on all windows, doors and conservatories 

* Free quotes in our showrooms or in your own home 

* No high pressure selling 

* Trade and supply only prices 

Don't just take our word for it — call for details of your 
nearest show site on: 

(0494) 22279 or (0628) 826031 
or (0865) 770127 

or call in and see us at 5 Courtland Road , 

Rosehill, Oxford 

THE ■■■■■■■■■■■■■ 

NORTH OXFORD 
WINDOW 









